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From Computer Time to Legal Civil Time:
IANA tz, IETF tzdist, etc.
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Abstract The internal time scale in computing and telecommunication systems is

often based on UTC, but users of systems expect to see the local civil or legal time

in their jurisdiction. Currently there are about 40–80 different time zones in active

use. Historically there have been around 200 sets of rules needed to compute the

differences between UT and local time. These rule sets have been painstakingly

maintained by international agencies and corporations, and they are typically

distributed to machines via updates to operating systems. Unfortunately, jurisdic-

tions have changed their rules with little or no notice, and some machines do not get

operating system updates in a timely fashion or ever. These lacunae are motivations

for ongoing efforts among international standard organizations and corporations.
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