
377© Springer International Publishing AG 2018
G. Bronzetti, Atlas of Pediatric and Youth ECG, https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-57102-7_20

Conclusions

More than a century after its birth, and in the era of 
demanding tests,—fast and silent like computed tomogra-
phy or slow and loud like magnetic resonance—the ECG 
retains its “original lightness,” a bearable lightness. The 
ECG flies and finally lands on the patient’s shoulder with-
out the gravity of other tools but with formidable diagnos-
tic yield, able to shake the shoulders of the most skeptical 
cardiologist.

Rarely can other disciplines in science and medicine 
make use of a test which is both economic and at the same 
time so wide ranging. The investment does not end in a pink 
sheet and will have fulfilled the eventful cultural ground trav-
eled by those who have to read these “light” exams. This 
book aims to alleviate the task of these professionals of the 

heart, whether frugal editors of reports or romantic and 
visionary exegetes of the pink sheet. Of course, it is a surface 
ECG, but only shallow people do not judge by appearances. 
“We are such stuff as dreams are made on, and our little life 
is rounded with a sleep.” So it’s up to us to interpret them. To 
those who have had the patience and goodwill to get this far, 
we wish sweet dreams or rather pink ones!

Among the many images of this book, the first is the ECG 
of a neonate, and the last is the ECG of a pregnant woman. 
The image of a woman “daughter of her son” will close this 
book. It is, in fact, hard to imagine a more evolutionary situ-
ation. Mary’s halo reflects the checkered floor to remind us 
that even the most horizontal pink and measurable image can 
have a vertical significance beyond our wildest imagination.
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Fig. 20.1 (a) “Madonna del Parto,” Piero della Francesca (Fresco, Monterchi, Italy) (b) detail. Mary’s halo
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