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Synonyms

Norms

Definition

Normative data are broadly conceptualized as a
collection of test scores derived from the admin-
istration of an assessment to a sample that is
representative of the general population. To obtain
stable estimates of population values, relatively
large sample sizes must be employed.

Current Knowledge

A given individual’s performance can be charac-
terized through empirical comparison of his/her
test score to normative data (Mitrushina et al.
2005). Since performance on neuropsychological
tests has been shown to vary as a function of
several demographic variables, normative data
are typically stratified on specific categories,

such as age-groups, gender, ethnicity, or race
(Lezak et al. 2012). An important component of
standard neuropsychological practice is the selec-
tion of normative data that are appropriate for the
individual being assessed. Sample size and com-
position and the date of data collection are critical
considerations when choosing normative data sets
for both clinical and research use (Strauss et al.
2006). Neuropsychologists may find that it is use-
ful to compare an individual’s test score with that
of several different normative data sets to most
accurately characterize that individual’s perfor-
mance (Lezak et al. 2012).
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