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Definition

Variation to standard test procedure or
administration.

Current Knowledge

While a goal of cognitive assessment is to provide
standardized test procedures across various set-
tings and time, it is likely that administration of
test procedures varies across clinical settings. It
has even been suggested that there are a multitude
of administration variations in standard practice.
Some of the variations are associated with lack of
clarity within the directions from test manuals.
Nonstandard assessments also occur when the
client demonstrates unexpected or unusual behav-
ior in which the examinee must address. Further,
variations in test procedures need to occur when
the client has medical or physical limitations
which prohibit standardized assessment. Also,
when the environment in which the testing evalu-
ation is being conducted is not conducive to ideal
test protocol (quiet, distraction-free room, etc.),
nonstandard assessment occurs. While such

variability in testing is common, systematically
examining how it affects performance would be
difficult, if not impossible. It is likely that different
clinical populations may exhibit different effects
contingent upon numerous factors, including the
test that are being administered, the characteristics
of the client, and/or the level of distraction within
the environment. Although nonstandardized pro-
cedures contribute to challenges in interpretation
of tests, this approach can be useful because it
considers the characteristics of the client or envi-
ronment in an attempt to obtain the most valid
cognitive data rather than just complying with test
protocol.

Cross-References

▶Modified Testing
▶Qualitative Neuropsychological Assessment
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