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                                    Abstract
This contribution situates the development of the writing centre at Weill Cornell Medicine-Qatar (a Doha branch campus of Cornell University’s medical school in New York servicing native Arabic speakers) within sociological and geographical theories of liminality and the frontier. Making the writing centre—an innovative concept in educational institutions in Qatar—a culturally intelligible space within both the medical college and the State of Qatar was one of the greatest challenges to attracting students to use its services. Moreover, the pedagogical praxis of American-style education, including autonomous learning and peer consultation, was new to both Qatari and expatriate students.
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