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                    Abstract
In healthy individuals, static and dynamic balance is maintained by a seamless interaction of three senses – vision, proprioception, and the vestibular system. The vestibular system is the first sensory system to develop in humans and is fully developed at birth. The remaining matures over a 15-year period. Ataxia or the lack of balance can be associated with a variety of neurologic disorders – including cerebral palsy. Difficulties with general balance in children with cerebral palsy may include ataxia but frequently are multifactorial. Visual impairments, lack of muscle coordination, sensory integration deficits, and vestibular deficits should all be considered when evaluating balance deficits in children with cerebral palsy. This chapter will review ataxia, the vestibular system, the assessment of gross motor function in cerebral palsy, common vestibulopathies, and important considerations for the evaluation and treatment of balance disorders in children with cerebral palsy.
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