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                                    Abstract
In this chapter, I philosophically reflect on the management of corporate responsibility in the case of innovation. I first set the scene by contrasting responsibility in corporate social responsibility (CSR) and innovation ethics, and arguing that classical conceptualizations of backward and forward looking responsibility are inappropriate in the case of innovation. Next, I introduce the concept of responsible innovation as a lens to understand the management of corporate responsibility in the case of innovation and show that the notions of virtue ethics and practical wisdom are inappropriate for understanding what is at stake in innovation ethics, because the notion of practical wisdom is at odds with the nature of innovation. I conclude this chapter by proposing a concept of action-based responsible management of corporate innovation, which will be framed in terms of innovation as ethos.
Keywords
	Innovation ethics
	Responsible innovation
	Corporate social responsibility
	Corporate social performance
	Action-based responsible management




                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                   This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution.
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    
                                
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                        

                                    
                                
                            

                            

                            
                            
                                
                            


                            

                            

                            References
	Aristotle (1944) Politics. Harvard University Press, Cambridge, MA

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Aristotle (1990) The Nicomachean ethics, trans. H. Rackham. Harvard University Press, Cambridge, MA

                        Google Scholar 
                

	Blok V (2014) Look who’s talking: responsible innovation, the paradox of dialogue and the voice of the other in communication and negotiation processes. J Responsible Innov 1(2):171–190
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Blok V (2018a) Information asymmetries and the paradox of sustainable business models: toward an integrated theory of sustainable entrepreneurship. In: Idowu SO et al (eds) Sustainable business models: principles, promise and practice. Springer, Dordrecht, pp 203–226
Chapter 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Blok V (2018b) Philosophy of innovation: a research agenda. Philos Manag 17:1–5

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Blok V (2019a) From participation to interruption: toward an ethics of stakeholder engagement, participation and partnership in CSR and responsible innovation. In: von Schomberg R, Hankins J (eds) Handbook of responsible innovation: a global resource (forthcoming). Edward Elgar, Northhampton

                        Google Scholar 
                

	Blok V (2019b) The ontology of innovation. In: Michelfelder D, Doorn N (eds) Routledge handbook of philosophy of engineering (forthcoming). Routledge, New York

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Blok V, Lemmens P (2015) The emerging concept of responsible innovation: three reasons why it is questionable and calls for a radical transformation of the concept of innovation. In: Koops EJ, van den Hoven J, Romijn HA, Swierstra TE, Oosterlaken I (eds) Responsible innovation 2: concepts, approaches, and applications. Springer, Dordrecht, pp 19–35

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Blok V, Gremmen B, Wesselink R (2016) Dealing with the wicked problem of sustainability: the role of individual virtuous competence. Bus Prof Ethics J 23(3):297–328

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Dusek V (2006) Philosophy of technology. An introduction. Blackwell, Oxford

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Frederick WC (1994) The virtual reality of fact vs value: a symposium commentary. Bus Q 4:171–173

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Godin B (2015) Innovation contested. The idea of innovation over the centuries. Routledge, New York
Book 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Grinbaum A, Groves C (2013) What is ‘responsible’ about responsible innovation? Understanding the ethical issues. In: Owen R, Bessant J, Heintz M (eds) Responsible innovation. Managing the responsible emergence of science and innovation in society. Wiley, London, pp 119–142
Chapter 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Hammershoj LG (2018) Conceptualizing creativity and innovation as affective processes: Steve Jobs, Lars von Trier, and responsible innovation. Philos Manag 17(1):115–131

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Hühn MP (2018) Responsible innovation: a Smithian perspective. Philos Manag 17(1):41–57

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Hursthouse R (1999) On virtue ethics. Oxford University Press, Oxford

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Iatridis K, Schroeder D (2015) Responsible research and innovation in industry:the case for corporate responsibility tools. Springer, Dordrecht

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kahneman D (2012) Thinking fast and slow. Penguin, New York

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kamishima YB, Gremmen B, Akizawa H (2018) Can merging a capability approach with effectual processes help us define a permissible action range for AI robotics entrepreneurship? Philos Manag 17(1):97–113

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Knight FH (1921) Risk, uncertainty, and profit. Houghton Mifflin, Boston

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kraut R (2014) Aristotle’s ethics. In: Zalta EN (ed) The Stanford encyclopedia of philosophy

                        Google Scholar 
                

	Lee E (2005) The ethics of innovation: P2p software developers and designing substantial noninfringing uses under the sony doctrine. J Bus Ethics 62(2):147–162
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lee R, Jose PD (2008) Self-interest, self-restraint and corporate responsibility for nanotechnologies: emerging dilemmas for modern managers. Tech Anal Strat Manag 20(1):113–125
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lu L, Lin BJY, Liu JS (2012) Ethics in nanotechnology: what’s being done? What’s missing? J Bus Ethics 109(4):583–598
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lubberink, R., Blok, V., Ophem, J. van, & Omta, O. (2018). Responsible innovation by social entrepreneurs: an exploratory study of values integration in innovations. J Responsible Innov (forthcoming)

                        Google Scholar 
                

	Mejlgaard N, Christensen MV, Strand R, Buljan I, Carrió M, Giralt M, Griessler E, Lang A, Marušić A, Revuelta G, Rodríguez G, Saladié N, Wuketich M (2018) Teaching responsible research and innovation: a phronetic perspective. Sci Eng Ethics:1–19. (in press)

                        Google Scholar 
                

	Morton J (1968) The innovation of innovation. IEEE Trans Eng Manag 15(2):57–65
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Nordmann A (2005) Noumenal technology: reflections on the incredible tininess of nano. Techne 8(3):3–23

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Owen R, Macnaghten P, Stilgoe J, Gorman M, Fisher E, Guston D (2013) A framework for responsible innovation. In: Owen R, Bessant J, Heintz M (eds) Responsible innovation. Managing the responsible emergence of science and innovation in society. Wiley, London, pp 27–50
Chapter 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Ozdemir V, Faraj SA, Knoppers BM (2011) Steering vaccinomics innovations with anticipatory governance and participatory foresight. OMICS: J Integr Biol 15(9):637–646
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Pavie X, Scholten V, Carthy D (2014) Responsible innovation: from concept to practice. World Scientific, Singapore
Book 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Pellé S, Reber B (2015) Responsible innovation in the light of moral responsibility. J Chain Netw Sci 15(2):107–117
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Riivari E, Lamsa A-M (2014) Does it pay to be ethical? Examining the relationship between organisation’s ethical culture and innovativeness. J Bus Ethics 124(1):1–17
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Ruggiu D (2015) Anchoring European governance: two versions of responsible research and innovation and EU fundamental rights as ‘Normative Anchor Points’. NanoEthics 9(3):217–235
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Sand M (2018) The virtues and vices of innovation. Philos Manag 17:79–95

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Schlaile MP, Mueller M, Schramm M, Pyka A (2018) Evolutionary economics, responsible innovation and demand: making a case for the role of consumers. Philos Manag 17(1):7–39

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Starbuck WH (1983) Organizations as action generators. Am Sociol Rev 48(1):91–102
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Swanson DL (1999) Toward an integrative theory of business and society: a research strategy for corporate social performance. Acad Manag Rev 24(3):506–521
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Swierstra T (2017) Economic, technological, and socio-epistemological drivers behind RRI. In: Asveld L, van Dam-Mieras R, Swierstra T, Lavrijssen S, Linse K, van den Hoven J (eds) Responsible innovation 3. A European agenda? Springer, Dordrecht, pp 9–20

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Swierstra T, te Molder H (2012) Risk and soft impacts. In: Roesser S (ed) Handbook of risk theory. Springer, Dordrecht, pp 1050–1066

                    Google Scholar 
                

	van de Poel I, Fahlquist JN, Doorn N, Zwart S, Royakkers L (2012) The problem of many hands: climate change as an example. Sci Eng Ethics 18:49–67
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	von Schomberg R (2013) A vision of responsible research and innovation. In: Owen R, Bessant J, Heintz M (eds) Responsible innovation. Managing the responsible emergence of science and innovation in society. Wiley, London, pp 51–74
Chapter 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wartick SL, Cochran PL (1985) The evolution of the corporate social performance model. Acad Manag Rev 10:758–769
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wood DJ (1991) Corporate social performance revisited. Acad Manag Rev 16:691–718
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Wageningen University, Wageningen, Netherlands
Vincent Blok


Authors	Vincent BlokView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Vincent Blok .


Editor information
Editors and Affiliations
	Swinburne Business Sch, BA1215, H23, Swinburne University of Technology, Hawthorn, VIC, Australia
Cristina Neesham 

	Graduate School of Management, Macquarie University, Sydney, NSW, Australia
Steven Segal 




Section Editor information
	Swinburne University of Technology, Melbourne, Australia
Cristina Neesham

	University of Tasmania, Hobart, Australia
Rob Macklin




Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


Copyright information
© 2019 Springer Nature Switzerland AG


About this entry
[image: Check for updates. Verify currency and authenticity via CrossMark]       



Cite this entry
Blok, V. (2019).  Innovation as Ethos.

                     In: Neesham, C., Segal, S. (eds) Handbook of Philosophy of Management. Handbooks in Philosophy. Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-48352-8_19-1
Download citation
	.RIS
	.ENW
	.BIB

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-48352-8_19-1

	Received: 20 October 2018

	Accepted: 04 November 2018

	Published: 08 December 2018

	
                            Publisher Name: Springer, Cham

	
                                Print ISBN: 978-3-319-48352-8

	
                                Online ISBN: 978-3-319-48352-8

	eBook Packages: Springer Reference Religion and PhilosophyReference Module Humanities and Social SciencesReference Module Humanities







Publish with us
Policies and ethics



                            
                            
    

                        

                    
                
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            Access via your institution
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        
                                    

                                
                            
                        
                        
                            
                        


                        
                            
                        


                        
                            

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                        

                                    
                                

                                

                                

                                

                            

                        

                    
                

            
    

        
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					34.228.247.231
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	





    

    
    
    


