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   Synonyms

   
    Cognitive universals; Human nature; Human universals

   

  

 
 
  
   Definition

   
    The “psychic unity” idea denotes the existence of a set of psychological and cognitive capacities universally shared by human beings and grounded in biological equality.

   

  

 
 
  
   Introduction

   
    The psychic unity idea assumes that all humans share cognitive and linguistic capacities that are grounded in biology and that uniformly underlie how we relate to one another and to the world we live in, regardless of differential cultural upbringing. This chapter is divided into three sections. In the first section, we detail how the idea originates in ancient Greek philosophy and how throughout the ages it has spread toward the different sociocultural and linguistic disciplines. In the second part, we discuss how today, researchers in the cognitive, behavioral, and cultural sciences are providing a new biological foundation to the search for human universals. And in part three, we point toward current debates on the nature and...
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