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                                    Abstract
An English physician, philosopher, and alchemist, Robert Fludd was Welsh in origins. His father, Sir Thomas Fludd, M.P., had been appointed as treasurer to the court of Elizabeth I. Between 1591 and 1598, Robert Fludd was reading for his master’s degree at St. John’s College, Oxford. In 1598–1604, he traveled on the continent where he was employed as tutor to the children of aristocratic French Catholic families. He also spent a winter in the foothills of the Pyrenees with a group of Jesuit priests, although, as he publically proclaimed, he was always a staunch Anglican. Fludd recorded that the priests taught him various magical practices, not least the art of divination. This contact with the Jesuits probably colored Fludd’s magical, as well as his religious, concepts to an extent hitherto underestimated by later scholars.
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