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Valeria is the teacher of a student in her first-grade class named Bruno (6 years
old) who has been showing learning difficulties, does not concentrate, and does not
participate in activities, hence not evolving like the other children in learning
aspects. Bruno has also been constantly getting involved in interpersonal conflicts
with classmates and teachers because he is agitated and inflexible. The teacher has
made several interventions with the child but has not been successful. The school
where Valeria works proposes, in such situations, to involve the child’s family in
resolving the issue, prompting conversations in order to understand the family con-
text, seek solutions together, and, if necessary, make referrals for external profes-
sional evaluations. Bruno lives only with his father and has no other family members
in the city. Valeria decided to send a note inviting the father to a meeting.

When Bruno arrived for the meeting, still not knowing the reason for the conver-
sation, his father expressed himself in an authoritarian and aggressive way, saying
that he is a very correct person, that he was raised by very strict parents, and that he
doesn’t allow his son to behave inappropriately or disrespect the teacher. He also
said that he usually “educates” Bruno with severe corporal punishment so that he
learns and no longer incurs in what he considers to be misbehavior. The teacher
knows that the father is the only person in the family she could talk to about Bruno’s
behavior to help him, but she also knows that if she tells the father about his conduct
he will probably be spanked. What should the teacher decide?
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