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                                    Abstract
While academia has made great strides towards a globalised, international discourse in international relations (IR), much of this is due to the richness of empirical research. Particularly in the context of International Studies, notions and ideas about the international order have been situated by scholars in the Global South. With regard to theories, the canonical and most salient works remain strongly European/Western, despite the emergence of major non-Western bodies of literature within the contexts of (de)colonisation which continue to shape local discourses. This chapter builds on this notion and aims to further emphasise the interconnectedness of theorists, retrace intellectual connections and discuss relevant contemporary issues in political and social theories in order to highlight the potential of non-mainstream theories for developing more nuanced understandings of the global order. To achieve this, this chapter sets out three spots of literature which are situated across multiple socio-political contexts: Négritude in African countries, Nahda in Arab-Islamic countries and Nihonjinron in Japan. We highlight how their experiences, engagements, and perspectives, despite their dissimilarities, contain common insights into thinking about the world and global order.
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                            Notes
	1.By Global North and Global South we refer to the imaginaries of geographical, political and economic difference that were established in imperial intervention. Out of of these processes, the Global North appears to be the centre whereas the Global South is imagined as periphery (Tafira & Ndlovu-Gatsheni, 2018).


	2.Other examples include Eribon (2013), Mau (2019) and Nkrumah (1971).


	3.Mill’s method of agreement: If two or more instances of the phenomenon under investigation have only one circumstance in common, the circumstance in which alone all the instances agree, is the cause (or effect) of the given phenomenon (Mill, 2006).
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