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                     Abstract
Scottish political elites’ commitment to a multiply-voiced, plural citizenship in Scotland has not always translated into the experiences of ‘new’, multilingual populations, such as Somali-Scots. Based on three years’ ethnographic fieldwork with Somali people in Glasgow, this chapter analyses Somali people’s experiences of multilingualism in public life. It will consider (1) how Scottish language policies impact the development and practice of Somali languages in Scotland, and their socio-political implications for Somali-Scots communities; (2) how these policies impact Somali people’s access to services and public spaces and (3) the extent to which racialised discourses intersect with issues of language and multilingualism. It concludes with a critique of the gap between elite narratives of plural, multilingual citizenship and the reality of Somali people’s everyday experiences in Scotland.
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                     Notes
	1.There is a small population of people who identify as Somali-Bajuni in Glasgow, a non-lineal, minority Somali clan (see Hill et al. 2018; Hill 2017).


	2.Kibajuni is the preferred language of Somali-Bajuni people. The 2011 Scotland Census identifies 1571 Swahili/Kiswahili speakers in Scotland, a figure which is likely to contain speakers of Kibajuni; however, the Census does not provide a detailed breakdown of Swahili dialects (Scottish Government 2011).


	3.These comments directly translate into the following: ‘the problem is that many people in the Somali community don’t speak the language so what is the point of contacting the council if you don’t speak the language? You will have to contact the [Somali Organisation instead]’.


	4.The Scottish Government waives ESOL education fees for asylum seekers, refugees and EU migrants who qualify for welfare support.
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