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                                     Abstract
This chapter explores the language ideological assumptions underlying language policy conceptualizations of European Union (EU) multilingualism, through ethnographic language policy research of multilingual practice observed on the floor of the European Parliament (EP). The sociolinguistic analysis of a parliamentary hearing investigates the changing semiotic and social practice of performed EU multilingualism from the participant observer’s emic position attributed to the author, a conference interpreter attending the speech event. The conclusion is that multilingual argumentative policy debates on the EP floor are not only a positioning practice by interacting agents through the propositional meaning of utterances, but also indexical performances of EU multilingualism changed by and changing the contexts of discourse uptake and identifications therein, relevant to the potential of European Public Spheres.
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	1.The use of Lingua Franca English (LFE) is included in my understanding of lingua franca practices as deployments of linguistic resources as a common means of communication for speakers of different first languages (L1s).


	2.The question is raised by Strani (2014, p. 34), if the increasing multilingualism of debates in globalizing deliberative public spheres with increased complexity and mediatization may constitute a case of “pseudo-communication” and hence “false consensus” (Habermas 1970, p. 205). In the specific case of the EP floor where deliberation and consensus are constantly monitored by agents and audiences with a wide range of resource competence, and are checked against interpreted speech and translated texts, this question may be less relevant. As the ethnographic discourse analysis of the European Social Forum by Doerr (2009, p. 149) concludes: “the absence of one common language within the European assemblies, contrary to what one might intuitively suppose, does not reduce the quality of democratic deliberation, as compared to the national context”.


	3.Including language policy regulations, like the EP’s Code of Conduct on Multilingualism (EP 2014).


	4.Quoting one of the three conditions originally conceptualized by Eder and Kantner (2000).


	5.Available under the “contributions to plenary debates” link of individual MEPs in the speech records archive accessible at http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/home.


	6.The dialectical relationship between micro-contexts of interaction and macro-sociological categories, through the indexicality of deployed and perceived semiotic repertoires is explained by Silverstein (2003, p. 202): “…we think macro-sociologically of conventional or institutionalized qualitative and perhaps quantitative frameworks of social differentiation—partitions and gradiations of social space, we might term them—that are presupposed/entailed in-and-by the specifics instantiated in micro-context as it develops during an interaction”.


	7.These discursive strategies are defined in the framework of politeness theory (Brown and Levinson 1987) and its critical re-conceptualizations (see Kádár and Haugh 2013 for a recent summary) and broader accounts of sociopragmatic competence.


	8.“Euro group chief grilled over Cyprus,” Europarl TV, 21.03.2013, retrieved at: https://www.europarltv.europa.eu/programme/others/eurogroup-chief-grilled-over-cyprus.


	9.The video archive of the entire meeting is retrievable at: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/video?event=20130321-0900-COMMITTEE-ECON.


	10.This is not the place to take a stance on whether Euro-English is developing as a distinct variety of its own on a par with the New Englishes of the Expanding Circle or not. Authors sceptical about the claim (e.g. Mollin 2006) also describe phonological, lexical and morpho-syntactical features relevant to European lingua franca English corpora (for Dutch English, also Edwards 2014). Understood in the strict sense as the linguistic practice customary in professional meetings and communications of EU institutions, it is a shared resource type in overlapping repertoires of professionals with various European L1s.


	11.To what extent recognition is available beyond the prosody/phonetics level has not been systematically enquired by research. As Edwards (2014, p. 139) points out, “(a)lthough ESL varieties show widespread and systematic nativisation of features at the phonological, morphosyntactic, lexical and pragmatic levels (…), to date, no comprehensive study within the World Englishes paradigm has considered the linguistic forms of Dutch English”.


	12.This availability of regional recognition by dialectal inferences from the L1 into the L2 is implied in conventional phonetics studies of EFL pronunciation by and for Dutch L1 speakers (Gussenhoven and Broeders 1997, pp. 72–73) or in the “error analysis” of Collins and Mees (2003). That this recognition is happening in social practice and has a social effect of positioning and judgement is confirmed by Koet (2007), who, by a weak but significant statistical correlation, found a “sociolinguistic halo effect” in that “Dutch listeners are influenced by characteristics of the speakers’ Dutch that they perceive in the speakers’ English (whereby) it stands to reason that these are characteristics that they associate with varieties of Dutch, to the speakers of which they also attribute personal and social characteristics” (Koet 2007, p. 101).


	13.This observation is in line with what Williams and Williams (2016) conceptualize as a recent shift of dislocated discursive nodal points towards a new discourse formation re-defining language ideologies and superseding the incumbent one underlying the high modern nation state.


	14.To the multi-scalar EP floor, the concept of alleged overhearers is especially relevant. It is a modification of Goffman’s framework to cover “ratified participants (third parties) when speakers not only are heedful of them, but also intend to be listened to by them” (Dynel 2011, p. 25) in situations when “speaker may overtly address one participant, while intending to communicate meanings primarily to another ratified hearer (in) the complexity of polylogues where differentiating between the addressee and another participant, i.e. third party may not always be possible” (op. cit., p. 11).


	15.According to Agha (2007, p. 18), repertoires can become enregistered via “processes and practices whereby performable signs become recognized (and regrouped) as belonging to distinct, differentially valorized semiotic registers by a population”.


	16.Authenticity is defined by Guignon (2004, p. 79) as “our identity-conferring identifications (…) that are drawn from, and are answerable to, the shared historical commitments and ideals that make up our communal life-world (and) involves (…) the ability to be a reflective individual who discerns what is genuinely worth pursuing within the social context in which he or she is situated”.


	17.Williams and Williams (2016) conceptualize recently emerging language ideologies of EU Multilingualism, and their language policy manifestations, as an attempt at a discourse formation and a discursive hegemonizing project in the recent discursive struggle around the dislocated nodal points of the nation state, revealed in floating and empty signifiers in articulations, with new configurations in the institutionalization of language in language policy debates wherein “ (a)s both subject and object of practice, language becomes an independent force with its own determining influence” (2016, p. 293).





 References
	Agha, A. (2005). Voice, Footing, Enregisterment. Journal of Linguistic Anthropology, 15(1), 38–59.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Agha, A. (2007). Language and Social Relations. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Bauman, R., & Briggs, C. L. (1990). Poetics and Performance as Critical Perspectives on Language and Social Life. Annual Review of Anthropology, 19, 59–88.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Blommaert, J. (2015). Chronotopes, Scales, and Complexity in the Study of Language in Society. Annual Review of Anthropology, 44, 105–116.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Blommaert, J., & Varis, P. (2011). Enough is enough: The heuristics of authenticity in superdiversity. Working Papers in Urban Language & Literacies 76.

                        Google Scholar 
                

	Blommaert, J., Leppänen, S., & Spotti, M. (2013). Endangering Multilingualism. Tilburg Papers in Culture Studies. Paper No. 56.

                        Google Scholar 
                

	Brown, P., & Levinson, S. (1987). Politeness: Some universals in language usage. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

                        Google Scholar 
                

	Bucholtz, M., & Hall, K. (2010). Locating Identity in Language. In C. Llamas & D. Watts (Eds.), Language and Identities. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Bucholtz, M. (2003). Sociolinguistic Nostalgia and the Authentication of Identity. Journal of Sociolinguistics, 7(3), 398–416.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Collins, B., & Mees, I. M. (2003). Practical Phonetics and Phonology: A Resource Book for Students, 3rd edition (Routledge English Language Introductions). London & New York: Routledge, 2013.

                        Google Scholar 
                

	Culpeper, J. (2011). Politeness and Impoliteness. In K. Aijmer & G. Andersen (Eds.), Pragmatics and Society. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Davies, B. (2005). Communities of Practice: Legitimacy Not Choice. Journal of Sociolinguistics, 9(4), 557–581.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	De Swaan, A. (2007). The Language Predicament of the EU Since the Enlargements. Sociolinguistica, 21(1), 1–21.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Doerr, N. (2009). Language and Democracy ‘in Movement’: Multilingualism and the Case of the European Social Forum Process. Social Movement Studies, 8(2), 149–165.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Dynel, M. (2011). Revisiting Goffman’s Postulates on Participant Statuses in Verbal Interaction. Language and Linguistics Compass. Sociolinguistics, 5(7), 454–465.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Eckert, P. (2008). Variation and the Indexical Field. Journal of Sociolinguistics, 12, 453–476.

                        Google Scholar 
                

	Eckert, P. (2012). Three waves of variation study: The emergence of meaning in the study of sociolinguistic variation. Annual Review of Anthropology, 41, 87–100.

                        Google Scholar 
                

	Eckert, P., & Wenger, E. (2005). Communities of Practice in Sociolinguistics, What Is the Role of Power in Sociolinguistic Variation? Journal of Sociolinguistics, 9(4), 582–589.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Eder, K., & Kantner, C. (2000). Transnationale Resonanzstrukturen in Europa. Eine Kritik der Rede vom Öffentlichkeitsdefizit. In M. Bach (Ed.), Die Europäisierung nationaler Gesellschaften. Sonderheft 40 der Kölner Zeitschrift für Soziologie und Sozialpsychologie (pp. 306–331). Wiesbaden: Westdeutscher Verlag.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Edwards, A. (2014). English in the Netherlands: Functions, Forms and Attitudes. PhD dissertation, University of Cambridge.

                        Google Scholar 
                

	European Parliament. (2012). Resolution ‘Towards More Efficient and Cost-effective Interpretation in the European Parliament’. Brussels: 2011/2287(INI).

                        Google Scholar 
                

	European Parliament (2014). Code of Conduct on Multilingualism. Brussels: PE 422.618/BUR. Retrieved from: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/pdf/multilinguisme/coc2014_en.pdf.

	Gal, S. (2011). Sociolinguistic Regimes and the Management of Diversity. In A. Duchêne & M. Heller (Eds.), Language in Late Capitalism: Pride and Profit. London: Routledge.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Gazzola, M. (2016). European Strategy for Multilingualism: Benefits and Costs. European Parliament; Report No. PE (pp. 573.460).

                        Google Scholar 
                

	Gerhards, J., & Neidhardt, F. (1991). Strukturen und Funktionen modernder Öffentlichkeit: Fragestellungen und Ansätze. In S. Müller-Doohm & K. Neumann-Braun (Eds.), Öffentlichkeit, Kultur, Massenkommunikation. FS III 90-101. Oldenburg: Universitätsverlag.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Ginsburg, V., & Weber, S. (2005). Disenfranchisement in Linguistically Diverse Societies, The Case of the European Union. Retrieved from http://www.ecares.org/ecare/personal/ginsburgh/papers/132.disenfranchisement.pdf.

	Goffman, E. (1967). Interactional Ritual: Essays on Face-to-face Behavior. Garden City, NY: Anchor Books.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Guignon, C. (2004). On Being Authentic. London: Routledge.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Gussenhoven, C., & Broeders, A. (1997). English Pronunciation for Student Teachers (2nd ed.). Groningen: Wolters-Noordhoff Longman.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Habermas, J. (1970). On systematically distorted communication. Inquiry, 13, 205–218.

                        Google Scholar 
                

	Hajer, M. (2006). The Living Institutions of the EU: Analysing Governance as Performance. Perspectives on European Politics and Society, 7(1), 41–55.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Harris, S. (2001). Being Politically Impolite: Extending Politeness Theory to Adversarial Political Discourse. Discourse and Society, 12(4), 451–472.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Holmes, J. & Meyerhoff, M. (1999). The Community of Practice: Theories and methodologies in language and gender research. Language in Society, 28(2), 173–183.

                        Google Scholar 
                

	Hülmbauer, C. (2013). From Within and Without: The Virtual and the Plurilingual in ELF. Journal of English as a Lingua Franca, 2. https://doi.org/10.1515/jelf-2013-0003.

	Ilie, C. (2001). Unparliamentary language: Insults as Cognitive Forms of Ideological Confrontation. In R. Dirven, R. Frank, & C. Ilie (Eds.), Language and Ideology. Volume II: Descriptive Cognitive Approaches (pp. 235–263). Amsterdam & Philadelphia: John Benjamins.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Ilie, C. (2010). Identity Co-construction in Parliamentary Discourse Practices. In C. Ilie (Ed.), European Parliaments Under Scrutiny: Discourse Strategies and Interaction Practices. Amsterdam & Philadelphia: John Benjamins.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kádár, D. Z., & Haugh, M. (2013). Understanding Politeness. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Keating, P., Garellek, M., & Kreiman, J. (2015). Acoustic Properties of Different Kinds of Creaky Voice. Proceedings of the 18th International Congress of Phonetic Sciences.

                        Google Scholar 
                

	Kjeldsen, J. E. (2013). Speaking to Europe, A Rhetorical Approach to Prime Minister Tony Blair’s Speech to the EU Parliament. In K. Fløttum (Ed.), Speaking of Europe, Approaches to Complexity in European Political Discourse. Amsterdam & Philadelphia: Johns Benjamins.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Koet, A. G. M. (2007). Polder English in Dutch Ears: Empirical Studies on the Evaluation of the Pronunciation of English as a Foreign Language. PhD thesis. Amsterdam: Faculteit der maatschappij- en gedragswetenschappen. Downloaded at https://pure.uva.nl/ws/files/4197167/52668_Koet.pdf.

	Kruse, J., & Ammon, U. (2013). Language Competence and Language Choice within EU Institutions, and Their Effects on National Legislative Authorities. In A.-C. Berthoud, F. Grin, & G. Lüdi (Eds.), Exploring the Dynamics of Multilingualism. Amsterdam & Philadelphia: John Benjamins.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Krzyżanowski, M., & Wodak, R. (2010). Hegemonic Multilingualism in/of the EU Institutions: An Inside-Outside Perspective on the European Language Policies and Practices. In C. Hülmbauer, E. Vetter, & H. Böhringer (Eds.), Mehrsprachigkeit aus der Perspektive zweier EU-Projekte: DYLAN Meets LINEE. Frankfurt: Peter Lang GmbH.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Lakoff, R. (1989). The Limits of Politeness: Therapeutic and Courtroom Discourse. Multilingua – Journal of Cross-Cultural and Interlanguage Communication, 8(2–3), 101–130.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Maesse, J. (2015). Economic Experts: A Discursive Political Economy of Economics. Journal of Multicultural Discourses, 10(3), 279–305.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Michailidou, A., & Trenz, H.-J. (2013). Mediatized Representative Politics in the European Union: Towards Audience Democracy? Journal of European Public Policy, 20(2), 260–277.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Milroy, J., Milroy, L., & Hartley, S. (1994). Local and Supra-Local Change in British English – The Case of Glottalisation. English World-Wide, 15(1), 1–33.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Mollin, S. (2006). Euro-English. Assessing Variety Status. Language in Performance 33. Tübingen: Narr.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Moore, E. (2010). Communities of Practice and Peripherality. In C. Llamas & D. Watts (Eds.), Language and Identities. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Pérez-Milans, M. (2018). Metapragmatics in the Ethnography of Language Policy. In J. W. Tollefson & M. Pérez-Milans (Eds.), The Oxford Handbook of Language Policy and Planning. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Rindler-Schjerve, R., & Vetter, E. (2012). European Multilingualism: Current Perspectives and Challenges. Bristol/Buffalo/Toronto: Multilingual Matters.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Rinke, E. M. (2016). Mediated Deliberation. In G. Mazzoleni et al. (Eds.), The International Encyclopedia of Political Communication. Oxford: Wiley Blackwell.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Silverstein, M. (2003). Indexical Order and the Dialectics of Sociolinguistic Life. Language & Communication, 23, 193–229.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Strani, K. (2014). The Impact of Socio-political Change on Public Sphere Theory Exploring the Relevance of Communicative Rationality. International Journal of Cross-Cultural Studies and Environmental Communication, 3(01), 31–40.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Risse, T., & Van de Steeg. (2003). An Emerging European Public Sphere? Empirical Evidence and Theoretical Clarifications. Paper presented to the conference on the “Europeanisation of Public Spheres, Political Mobilisation, Public Communication and the European Union,” Science Center Berlin, June, pp. 20–22.

                        Google Scholar 
                

	Van den Doel, R. (2006). How Friendly Are the Natives? An Evaluation of Native-speaker Judgements of Foreign-accented British and American English. Utrecht: Netherlands Graduate School of Linguistics (LOT).

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Van Els, T. (2005). Multilingualism in the European Union. International Journal of Applied Linguistics, 15(3), 263–281.

                        Google Scholar 
                

	Wang, X., & Kroon, S. (2017). The Chronotopes of Authenticity. Designing the Tujia heritage in China. AILA Review, 30(1), 72–95.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wenger, E. (1998). Communities of Practice: Learning, Meaning, and Identity. New York: Cambridge University Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Williams, G., & Williams, G. (2016). Language, Hegemony and the European Union. Re-examining ‘Unity in Diversity’. Palgrave Macmillan.

                        Google Scholar 
                

	Wodak, R. (2009). The Discourse of Politics in Action: Politics as Usual. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Woolard, K. A. (2008). Language and Identity Choice in Catalonia: The Interplay of Contrasting Ideologies of Linguistic Authority. In K. Süselbeck, U. Mühlschlegel, & P. Masson (Eds.), Lengua, nación e identidad. La regulación del plurilingüismo en Espana y América Latina. Berlin: Ibero-Amerikanisches Institut.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Wright, S. (2007). English in the European Parliament: MEPs and Their Language Repertoires. Sociolinguistica, 21, 165–187.

                    Google Scholar 
                


Download references




 Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Tilburg University, Tilburg School of Humanities (TSH), Tilburg, Netherlands
Péter K. Szabó


Authors	Péter K. SzabóView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Péter K. Szabó .


 Editor information
Editors and Affiliations
	Department of Languages and Intercultural Studies, Heriot-Watt University, Edinburgh, UK
Katerina Strani 




 Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


 Copyright information
© 2020 The Author(s)


 About this chapter
[image: Check for updates. Verify currency and authenticity via CrossMark]       



Cite this chapter
Szabó, P.K. (2020).  The Grilling: An Ethnographic Language Policy Analysis of Multilingualism Performed in the European Parliament.

                     In: Strani, K. (eds) Multilingualism and Politics. Palgrave Macmillan, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-40701-8_4
Download citation
	.RIS
	.ENW
	.BIB

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-40701-8_4

	Published: 08 August 2020

	
                            Publisher Name: Palgrave Macmillan, Cham

	
                                Print ISBN: 978-3-030-40700-1

	
                                Online ISBN: 978-3-030-40701-8

	eBook Packages: Social SciencesSocial Sciences (R0)


Share this chapter
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                                Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                            







 Publish with us
Policies and ethics



                            
                            
    

                        

                    
                
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            Access via your institution
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        
                                    

                                
                            
                        
                        
                            
                        


                        
                            
                        


                        
                            

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
 
  
   Buying options

   
    
     	
       
        Chapter
      
	
       
        USD   29.95
       

      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


             
      	Available as PDF
	Read on any device
	Instant download
	Own it forever

Buy Chapter
     

    

    
     	
       
        eBook
      
	
       USD   129.00
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Available as EPUB and PDF
	Read on any device
	Instant download
	Own it forever

Buy eBook
     

    

    
     	
       
        Softcover Book
      
	
       USD   169.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Compact, lightweight edition
	Dispatched in 3 to 5 business days
	Free shipping worldwide - see info

Buy Softcover Book
     

    

    
     	
       
        Hardcover Book
      
	
       USD   169.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Durable hardcover edition
	Dispatched in 3 to 5 business days
	Free shipping worldwide - see info

Buy Hardcover Book
     

    

   

  

  
   Tax calculation will be finalised at checkout

   Purchases are for personal use only
Learn about institutional subscriptions
  

 

 
 


                                        

                                    
                                

                                

                                

                                

                            

                        

                    
                

            
    

        
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					54.165.238.209
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			[image: Springer Nature]
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	





    

    
    
    


