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                     Abstract
This chapter investigates the tensions around the legitimisation and contestation of the institutionalised standard variety for Galician and examines governmental language policies through the lens of standardisation activism. It looks at how the politics of language operates by focusing on continuing orthographic conflicts and their connection to language revitalisation efforts in contemporary Galicia. The chapter examines two recent events in which the reintegrationist movement has come into the public sphere with an unconventional narrative to influence both the institutional and public discourses’ status quo. Although this is a minority trend in language revitalisation, the chapter shows how reintegrationism’s grassroots activism is a driving force in altering language perceptions and attitudes and as such deserves more attention.
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                     Notes
	1.Although there are currently 17 Autonomous Communities in the Spanish State, only Galicia, the Basque Country, and Catalonia are recognised as (historical) ‘nationalities’ in the Spanish Constitution of 1978. Article 1 of Galicia’s Statute of Autonomy (1981) refers to it as nacionalidade histórica [historical nationality].


	2.Also known as Galiza—the differing terms to designate the country itself are semantically complex. Although both Galicia and Galiza refer to the same territorial space, they connote, by implicature, two different realities: Galicia “symbolises an accepted subjugation to the Spanish State as it is the Hispanicised term. On the contrary, ‘Galiza’ indexes resistance, conveying the idea of the oppressed nation standing up against its oppressor” (Dayán-Fernández 2014, p. 44). For a philological analysis on Galicia/Galiza, see Montero Santalha (2008).


	3.Alternative spaces for Galician language and activism linked to cultural, social, and political associations (O’Rourke 2019).


	4.http://gentalha.org/


	5.http://sinalizagz.blogspot.com/


	6.The same as what we call “autonomism”.


	7.Carvalho Calero is the first prominent reintegrationist figure to be commemorated during the Día das Letras Galegas 2020 [Galician Literature Day 2020].


	8.Galician is also spoken in neighbouring regions such as Asturias, Leon, Zamora, and some areas of Extremadura (O’Rourke 2014: 76).


	9.The RAG ‘Real Academia Galega’ [Galician Royal Academy] and the ILG, ‘Instituto Galego da Lingua’ [Galician Institute of the Language], attached to the University of Santiago de Compostela.


	10.https://a.gal/


	11.https://www.academiagalega.org/


	12.[My translation] “diálogo cooperativo e de colaboración proactiva de Galicia na construción dun espazo dinámico e multidimensional, constituído polos países de expresión cultural portuguesa, en que os axentes participantes se respecten e recoñezan nas súas respectivas e plurais identidades, a partir das cales se propoñan realizar unha serie de esforzos comúns coa finalidade de desenvolver as potencialidades de mutuo reforzo e recíproco arrequentamento”.


	13.Blog post for the Galician Case as part of the project SMiLE (Sustaining Minoritised Languages in Europe): https://folklife.si.edu/magazine/grassroots-activism-galician-language


	14.https://aeg.gal/


	15.Grassroots Galician language association that promotes and fosters the use of the language and monitors the legal implementation of the Galician Language Act of 1982.


	16.[My translation]: “un proceso acelerado de monolingüización en castelán, a un ritmo que non prevían os resultados de estudos demolingüísticos previos”.


	17.It refers to the political status of Galicia as an ‘autonomous community’ in Spain, also known as ‘autonomist regime’ [réxime autonómico in official Galician].


	18.[My translation.]


	19.[My translation]: “promoverán o coñecemento da lingua portuguesa e das culturas lusófonas para afondar nos vencellos históricos que unen Galicia cos países e comunidades de lingua portuguesa e polo carácter estratéxico que para Galicia teñen as relacións económicas e sociais no marco da Eurorrexión Galicia-Norte de Portugal”.


	20.[My translation]: “comparte patrimonio lingüístico”.


	21.[My translation]: “No actual mundo globalizado, as institucións galegas, comprometidas co aproveitamento das potencialidades de Galicia, deben valorizar o galego como unha lingua con utilidade internacional”.


	22.[My translation]: É preciso fomentar o ensino e a aprendizaxe do portugués […] que empresas e institucións aproveiten a nosa vantaxe Lingüística […] A lingua propia de Galicia, polo feito de ser intercomprensible co portugués, outorga unha valiosa vantaxe competitiva á cidadanía galega en moitas vertentes, nomeadamente na cultural pero tamén na económica.


	23.In October 31, 1991, the Working Community Galicia-Norte Portugal was established under the aegis of the European Framework Convention on Cross Border Cooperation between Territorial Communities and Authorities of the European Council, 1980. This was the first step in the process of creating the European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation—Galicia-Norte Portugal (GNP-EGTC). 
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