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                                     Abstract
This chapter delves into the pedagogic shifts over the twentieth century from teacher to student-centered curriculum, as well as culturally and politically centered curriculum. What is at the center of the curriculum is an essential question that continues to challenge educators. This chapter examines how educators have attempted to modify the curriculum by re-centering it in response to the child, especially to reflect sociocultural and political elements of children’s lived experiences. In examining these appeals for curriculum to be more responsive to all students, this chapter asks how educators have attempted to make curricula more equitable over the twentieth century. The sources for this chapter offer educators and students calling for more responsive curricula for diverse students from different eras and regions including appeals for attention in the curriculum to the contributions of African Americans to U.S. history in the 1930s, making the curriculum accessible to persons who are deaf in the 1960s, and incorporating the experiences of women of all backgrounds into the curriculum in the 1970s.



                                
                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                
                                                   This is a preview of subscription content, log in via an institution.
                                                
                                            

                                        

                                    
                                
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
 
  
   Buying options

   
    
     	
       
        Chapter
      
	
       
        USD   29.95
       

      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


             
      	Available as PDF
	Read on any device
	Instant download
	Own it forever

Buy Chapter
     

    

    
     	
       
        eBook
      
	
       USD   79.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Available as EPUB and PDF
	Read on any device
	Instant download
	Own it forever

Buy eBook
     

    

    
     	
       
        Softcover Book
      
	
       USD   99.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Compact, lightweight edition
	Dispatched in 3 to 5 business days
	Free shipping worldwide - see info

Buy Softcover Book
     

    

    
     	
       
        Hardcover Book
      
	
       USD   109.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Durable hardcover edition
	Dispatched in 3 to 5 business days
	Free shipping worldwide - see info

Buy Hardcover Book
     

    

   

  

  
   Tax calculation will be finalised at checkout

   Purchases are for personal use only
Learn about institutional subscriptions
  

 

 
 


                                        

                                    
                                
                            

                            

                            
                            
                                
                            


                            

                            

                             References
	Amos, O. E., & Landers, M. F. (1984). Special education and multicultural education: A compatible marriage. Theory into Practice, 23(2), 144–150.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Banks, J. A. (1993). Multicultural education: Historical development, dimensions, and practice. Review of Research in Education, 19, 3–49.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Board of Education of the District of Columbia. (November 1940–February 1941). Minutes, 37, 10–12.

                        Google Scholar 
                

	Brown, S. (2004). A comparative analysis of historical thinking skills in the history standards of seven states: California, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Massachusetts, Texas, Virginia (Doctoral dissertation). Indiana University. Retrieved from http://search.proquest.com/docview/305195874/.

	Bruce, J. C. (1937). Why and how we teach the Negro about himself in the Washington Public Schools. The Journal of Negro History, 22(1), 38–43.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Cooper, B. (2015). Intersectionality. In L. Disch & M. Hawkesworth (Eds.), The Oxford handbook of feminist theory. Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press. Retrieved from https://www.oxfordhandbooks.com/view/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199328581.001.0001/oxfordhb-9780199328581-e-20.

	Cuban, L. (1993). How teachers taught: Constancy and change in American classrooms, 1890–1990. New York: Teachers College Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Edwards, A. R. (2010). Why sport? The development of sport as a policy issue in Title IX of the education amendments of 1972. Journal of Policy History, 22(3), 300–336. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0898030610000126.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Franklin, B. M. (1994). From “backwardness” to “at-risk”: Childhood learning difficulties and the contradictions of school reform. Albany: State University of New York Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Franklin, B. M., & Johnson, C. C. (2008). What the schools teach: A social history of the American curriculum since 1950. In F. Michael Connelly, M. F. He, & J. Phillion (Eds.), The Sage handbook of curriculum and instruction (pp. 460–477). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.
Chapter 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Freire, P. (1970/2000). Pedagogy of the oppressed. New York: Continuum.

                        Google Scholar 
                

	Giroux, H. A. (1988). Teachers as intellectuals: Toward a critical pedagogy of learning. Granby, MA: Bergin & Garvey.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Gottesman, I. (2010). Sitting in the waiting room: Paulo Freire and the critical turn in the field of education. Educational Studies, 46(4), 376–399. https://doi.org/10.1080/00131941003782429.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Gould, S. J. (1981/1996). The mismeasure of man. New York. W. W. Norton.

                        Google Scholar 
                

	Halvorsen, A., & Mirel, J. E. (2013). Intercultural education in Detroit, 1943–1954. Paedagogica Historica, 49(3), 361–381. https://doi.org/10.1080/00309230.2012.739180.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Hawkins, Jr., J. (2011, November 30). Alabama Institute for the Deaf and Blind (AIDB). Retrieved from http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-1855.

	Henry, P. (2010). Turmoil, tirades and transformation: The wars for the National History Standards 1991–2004 (Doctoral dissertation). Loyola University Chicago. Retrieved from http://search.proquest.com/docview/502001742/.

	Johnson, L. D., & Pak, Y. K. (2019). Teaching for diversity: Intercultural and intergroup education in the public schools, 1920s to 1970s. Review of Research in Education, 43(1), 1–31.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kerber, L. K., & De Hart, J. S. (Eds.). (2000). Women’s America: Refocusing the past. New York: Oxford University Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Kliebard, H. (1995). Struggle for the American curriculum: 1893–1958 (2nd ed.). New York: Routledge.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Ladson-Billings, G. (1995a). But that’s just good teaching! The case for culturally relevant pedagogy. Theory into Practice, 34(3), 159–165.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Ladson-Billings, G. (1995b). Toward a theory of culturally relevant pedagogy. American Educational Research Journal, 32(3), 465–491.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Ladson-Billings, G., & Brown, K. (2008). Curriculum and cultural diversity. In F. Michael Connelly, M. F. He, & J. Phillion (Eds.), The Sage handbook of curriculum and instruction (pp. 153–175). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.
Chapter 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Ladson-Billings, G., & Tate IV, W. F. (1995). Toward a critical race theory of education. Teachers College Record, 97(1), 47–68.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	McCaskill, C. (1984). My experiences in school. In I. B. Pittle & R. Rosen (Eds.), Another handful of stories: Thirty-seven stories by deaf storytellers (pp. 121–123). Washington, DC: The Division of Public Services, Gallaudet College.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	McLaren, P. (1989). Life in schools: An introduction to critical pedagogy in the foundations of education. New York: Longman.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Nash, G. B., Crabtree, C., & Dunn, R. E. (1997/2000). History on trial: Culture wars and the teaching of the past. New York: Vintage Books.

                        Google Scholar 
                

	Neri, R. C., Lozano, M., & Gomez, L. (2019). (Re)framing resistance to culturally relevant education as a multilevel learning problem. Review of Research in Education, 43(1), 197–226.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Nieuwejaar, K. (2015). Learning through living together: The educational philosophy of Jane Addams (Doctoral dissertation). Columbia University. Retrieved from https://academiccommons.columbia.edu/doi/10.7916/D84J0CXF.

	Nomeland, M. M., & Nomeland, R. E. (2011). The deaf community in America: History in the making. Retrieved from https://ebookcentral.proquest.com.

	Paris, D., & Alim, H. (Eds.). (2017). Culturally sustaining pedagogies: Teaching and learning for justice in a changing world. New York: Teachers College Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Pittle, I. B., & Rosen, R. (Eds.). (1984). Another handful of stories: Thirty-seven stories by deaf storytellers. Washington, DC: Division of Public Services, Gallaudet College.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Rethinking Schools (2017). History. Retrieved from https://www.rethinkingschools.org/about-us/history.

	Rury, J. L. (2002). Education and social change: Themes in the history of American schooling. Mahwah, NJ: L. Erlbaum Associates.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Ryan, A. M. (2011). From child study to efficiency: District administrators and the use of testing in the Chicago public schools, 1899 to 1928. Paedagogica Historica: International Journal of the History of Education, 47(3), 341–354.
Article 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Selden, S. (1999). Inheriting shame: The story of eugenics and racism in America. New York: Teachers College Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Snyder, T. D. (Ed.). (1993). 120 years of American education: A statistical portrait. Washington, DC: National Center for Education Statistics. Retrieved from https://nces.ed.gov/pubs93/93442.pdf.

	Steffes, T. L. (2012). School, society, and state: A new education to govern modern America, 1890–1940. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
Book 
    
                    Google Scholar 
                

	Tyack, D. B. (1974). The one best system: A history of American urban education. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Verheyden-Hilliard, M. E., American Personnel and Guidance Association, United States, & Office of Education, Women’s Program. (1976). A handbook for workshops on sex equality in education: Information activities resources for educators, students, the community. Washington, DC: American Personnel and Guidance Association.

                    Google Scholar 
                

	Woodson, C. G. (1933/1998). The mis-education of the Negro. Trenton, NJ: Africa World Press.

                        Google Scholar 
                


Download references




 Author information
Authors and Affiliations
	Department of Interdisciplinary Learning and Teaching, The University of Texas at San Antonio, San Antonio, TX, USA
Ann Marie Ryan

	School of Education, Loyola University, Chicago, IL, USA
Charles Tocci & Seungho Moon


Authors	Ann Marie RyanView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Charles TocciView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar



	Seungho MoonView author publications
You can also search for this author in
                        PubMed Google Scholar





Corresponding author
Correspondence to
                Ann Marie Ryan .


 Rights and permissions
Reprints and permissions


 Copyright information
© 2020 The Author(s)


 About this chapter
       



Cite this chapter
Ryan, A.M., Tocci, C., Moon, S. (2020).  What Is at the Center of the Curriculum?.

                     In:  The Curriculum Foundations Reader. Palgrave Macmillan, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-34428-3_4
Download citation
	.RIS
	.ENW
	.BIB

	DOI: https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-34428-3_4

	Published: 07 December 2019

	
                            Publisher Name: Palgrave Macmillan, Cham

	
                                Print ISBN: 978-3-030-34427-6

	
                                Online ISBN: 978-3-030-34428-3

	eBook Packages: EducationEducation (R0)


Share this chapter
Anyone you share the following link with will be able to read this content:
Get shareable linkSorry, a shareable link is not currently available for this article.


Copy to clipboard

                                Provided by the Springer Nature SharedIt content-sharing initiative
                            







 Publish with us
Policies and ethics



                            
                            
    

                        

                    
                
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
                                    
                                        
                                            Access via your institution
                                            
                                                
                                            
                                        
                                    

                                
                            
                        
                        
                            
                        


                        
                            
                        


                        
                            

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
 
  
   Buying options

   
    
     	
       
        Chapter
      
	
       
        USD   29.95
       

      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


             
      	Available as PDF
	Read on any device
	Instant download
	Own it forever

Buy Chapter
     

    

    
     	
       
        eBook
      
	
       USD   79.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Available as EPUB and PDF
	Read on any device
	Instant download
	Own it forever

Buy eBook
     

    

    
     	
       
        Softcover Book
      
	
       USD   99.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Compact, lightweight edition
	Dispatched in 3 to 5 business days
	Free shipping worldwide - see info

Buy Softcover Book
     

    

    
     	
       
        Hardcover Book
      
	
       USD   109.99
      
	
       Price excludes VAT (USA)
      


        
      	Durable hardcover edition
	Dispatched in 3 to 5 business days
	Free shipping worldwide - see info

Buy Hardcover Book
     

    

   

  

  
   Tax calculation will be finalised at checkout

   Purchases are for personal use only
Learn about institutional subscriptions
  

 

 
 


                                        

                                    
                                

                                

                                

                                

                            

                        

                    
                

            
    

        
    


    
        
            Search

            
                
                    
                        Search by keyword or author
                        
                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                
                                Search
                            
                        

                    

                
            

        

    



    
        Navigation

        	
                    
                        Find a journal
                    
                
	
                    
                        Publish with us
                    
                
	
                    
                        Track your research
                    
                


    


    
	
		
			
			
	
		
			
			
				Discover content

					Journals A-Z
	Books A-Z


			

			
			
				Publish with us

					Publish your research
	Open access publishing


			

			
			
				Products and services

					Our products
	Librarians
	Societies
	Partners and advertisers


			

			
			
				Our imprints

					Springer
	Nature Portfolio
	BMC
	Palgrave Macmillan
	Apress


			

			
		

	



		
		
		
	
		
				
						
						
							Your privacy choices/Manage cookies
						
					
	
						
							Your US state privacy rights
						
						
					
	
						
							Accessibility statement
						
						
					
	
						
							Terms and conditions
						
						
					
	
						
							Privacy policy
						
						
					
	
						
							Help and support
						
						
					


		
	
	
		
			
				
					
					35.170.68.104
				

				Not affiliated

			

		
	
	
		
			
		
	
	© 2024 Springer Nature




	





    

    
    
    


