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Chapter 20
Taking the First Steps

 Where to Start

This is an exciting time in medical devices and orthopedics as new technologies 
become accessible for us to use in our products. MEMS is one tool that can bring 
increased functionality and capability to our designs, thus providing more diagnos-
tic information and hopefully improving patient outcomes.

If you are ready to take the first step, use the information provided in this book 
to read about a nearby NNCI facility, and then contact them and set up a time to 
come visit and have a tour. Then, fill out the paperwork and set up a design review 
for your project and see what is possible.

 Getting Initial Advice

It is a simple truth that “we don’t know what we don’t know.” If you have a project that 
you think might benefit from MEMS technology, contacting an NNCI facility and set-
ting up an initial brainstorming session with them to learn what might be possible is an 
excellent way to get started. They can fill your head with possibilities and ideas, and you 
can use that to refine your project idea into something you want to try fabricating.

 Further Assistance

If after reading this book, you still have questions or want further assistance, 
feel free to reach out to me. Nothing is more flattering to an author than having 
a reader be inspired enough to ask for more! I will help you to the best of my 
ability, and I can guide you on where to find even more excellent information so 
that you are successful.

You absolutely can do it yourself with microelectromechanical systems, and I am 
excited to hear about your successes.
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