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The specific ecology and political economy of the equatorial Atlantic island of São Tomé made it the largest cocoa producer in the world by the 1900s. The environmental degradation of those cocoa plantations inspired conservationist discourses, opening possibilities to think about alternative colonial futures. This chapter discusses how encounters between people and the environment came into conflict with colonial power. By showing how human/nonhuman relations were messier and more contingent than what was acknowledged by actors—planters were not in full control of their enterprise, experts disagreed on how to organize their actions and the colonial state had to negotiate its authority—this chapter examines the multiple ways nature interfered with the aims of those who ruled, thus interrogating the concept of resistance.
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