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                                     Abstract
We propose a coherent set of tasks for protest information collection in the context of generalizable natural language processing. The tasks are news article classification, event sentence detection, and event extraction. Having tools for collecting event information from data produced in multiple countries enables comparative sociology and politics studies. We have annotated news articles in English from a source and a target country in order to be able to measure the performance of the tools developed using data from one country on data from a different country. Our preliminary experiments have shown that the performance of the tools developed using English texts from India drops to a level that are not usable when they are applied on English texts from China. We think our setting addresses the challenge of building generalizable NLP tools that perform well independent of the source of the text and will accelerate progress in line of developing generalizable NLP systems.
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                             Notes
	1.The term used when referring to these events in collective is “repertoires of contention” [7, 15]. We will use “protest events” from here on for the sake of brevity simplicity.


	2.http://www.clef-initiative.eu, accessed January 19, 2019.


	3.http://clef2019.clef-initiative.eu, accessed January 19, 2019.


	4.https://emw.ku.edu.tr/clef-protestnews-2019, accessed January 19, 2019.


	5.Using available corpora that are already being allowed to be distributed freely is not an option for our setting due to the requirement of having a representative sample from the source and target countries. Also, the dataset should contain data created in more than one country in order to be useful in our setting.


	6.The overlap ratio is 100%.


	7.We mainly annotate the event trigger, place, time, participant, organizer, and target of the protest.


	8.The difference between our and these projects’ annotation manuals potentially affects the precision and recall as well.


	9.https://github.com/emerging-welfare/ie-tools-test-on-India-b1, accessed January 19.
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