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                                    Abstract
Robotics is one of those high-technology subjects that tend to suffer from an exaggerated or distorted public image. A news item about a line of welding robots in a car factory will often have a commentary that hints at dire consequences for the work-force, the car industry and even the human race. Why do robots provoke this type of response when, for example, the installation of a new type of machine tool, that might have a greater effect on productivity, goes virtually unnoticed? There are at least two reasons for this — superficial simplification and emotional appeal.
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            Robotics is that field concerned with the intelligent connection of perception to action
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