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  Born Windsor, Vermont, USA, 5 July 1867

 

 
  Died Tucson, Arizona, USA, 20 March 1962

 

 
  Andrew Douglass’s primary training and lifelong ambition was in astronomy; he made substantial contributions to that discipline, particularly in demonstrating and articulating the impact of local atmospheric conditions on the effectiveness of astronomical observatories and in founding the Steward Observatory at the University of Arizona. However, Douglass is better remembered today as the founder of the science of dendrochronology, or tree-ring dating, as he spent a lifetime seeking to prove that the 11-year solar cycle affects the Earth’s climate and that tree-ring evidence would demonstrate that. His biographer, George Ernest Webb, argues that it was tree-ring dating that was Douglass’s only significant contribution to science.

 

 
  Douglass was born in a privileged family descended from Vermont clergymen and educators. He was named after his paternal great-grandfather,  Andrew Ellicott (1754–1820), a talented...
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