
Human rights. The promotion and development of human rights
is one of the major tasks of the Council of Europe. The European
Convention on Human Rights, signed in 1950, set up special
machinery to guarantee internationally fundamental rights and
freedoms. The European Commission of Human Rights which
was set up has now been abolished and has been replaced by
the new European Court of Human Rights, which came into
operation on 1 Nov. 1998. The European Court of Human Rights
in Strasbourg, set up under the European Convention on Human
Rights as amended, is composed of a number of judges equal to
that of the Contracting States (currently 47). There is no
restriction on the number of judges of the same nationality.
Judges are elected by the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council
of Europe for a term of six years. The terms of office of one half
of the judges elected at the first election expired after three years,
so as to ensure that the terms of office of one half of the judges
are renewed every three years. Any Contracting State (State
application) or individual claiming to be a victim of a violation of
the Convention (individual application) may lodge directly with
the Court in Strasbourg an application alleging a breach by a
Contracting State of one of the Convention rights.

President of the European Court of Human Rights:
Guido Raimondi (Italy).

The Development Bank, formerly the Social Development Fund,
was created in 1956. The main purpose of the Bank is to give
financial aid in the spheres of housing, vocational training,
regional planning and development.

The European Youth Foundation provides money to subsidize
activities by European youth organizations in their own countries.

Structure. Under the Statute, two organs were set up: an
intergovernmental Committee of [Foreign] Ministers with powers
of decision and recommendation to governments, and an
interparliamentary deliberative body, the Parliamentary Assembly
(referred to in the Statute as the Consultative Assembly)—both
served by the Secretariat. A Joint Committee acts as an organ of
co-ordination and liaison between the two and gives members an
opportunity to exchange views on matters of important European
interest. In addition, a number of committees of experts
have been established. On municipal matters the Committee of
Ministers receives recommendations from the Congress of Local
and Regional Authorities of Europe. The Committee meets at
ministerial level once a year; the ministers’ deputies meet once
a week. The chairmanship of the Committee is rotated on a
six-monthly basis.

The Parliamentary Assembly consists of 318 parliamentarians
elected or appointed by their national parliaments (Albania 4,
Andorra 2, Armenia 4, Austria 6, Azerbaijan 6, Belgium 7, Bosnia
and Herzegovina 5, Bulgaria 6, Croatia 5, Cyprus 3, the Czech
Republic 7, Denmark 5, Estonia 3, Finland 5, France 18, Georgia
5, Germany 18, Greece 7, Hungary 7, Iceland 3, Ireland 4, Italy
18, Latvia 3, Liechtenstein 2, Lithuania 4, Luxembourg 3,
Macedonia 3, Malta 3, Moldova 5, Monaco 2, Montenegro 3,
Netherlands 7, Norway 5, Poland 12, Portugal 7, Romania 10,
Russia 18, San Marino 2, Serbia 7, Slovakia 5, Slovenia 3, Spain
12, Sweden 6, Switzerland 6, Turkey 12, Ukraine 12, UK 18).
It meets three times a year for approximately a week.

Although without legislative powers, the Assembly acts as the
powerhouse of the Council, initiating European action in key
areas by making recommendations to the Committee of Ministers.
As the widest parliamentary forum in Western Europe, the
Assembly also acts as the conscience of the area by voicing its
opinions on important current issues. These are embodied in
Resolutions. The Ministers’ role is to translate the Assembly’s
recommendations into action, particularly as regards lowering
the barriers between the European countries, harmonizing their
legislation or introducing, where possible, common European

laws, abolishing discrimination on grounds of nationality, and
undertaking certain tasks on a joint European basis.

Official languages: English and French.
Headquarters: Council of Europe, Avenue de l’Europe,
F-67075 Strasbourg Cedex, France.
Website: http://www.coe.int
Secretary-General: Thorbjørn Jagland (Norway).

Publications. European Yearbook.—Yearbook on the Convention on
Human Rights.—Catalogue of Publications (annual).—Council of Europe –
Highlights (annual). Information on other bulletins and documents is
available on the Council of Europe’s website: https://book.coe.int/eur/en

Organization for Security and
Co-operation in Europe (OSCE)

The OSCE is a pan-European security organization of 57
participating states. It has been recognized under the UN Charter
as a primary instrument in its region for early warning, conflict
prevention, crisis management and post-conflict rehabilitation.

Origin. Initiatives from both NATO and the Warsaw Pact
culminated in the first summit Conference on Security and
Co-operation in Europe (CSCE) attended by heads of state
and government in Helsinki on 30 July–1 Aug. 1975. It adopted
the Helsinki Final Act laying down ten principles governing
the behaviour of States towards their citizens and each other,
concerning human rights, self-determination and the interrelations
of the participant states. The CSCE was to serve as a multilateral
forum for dialogue and negotiations between East and West.

The Helsinki Final Act comprised three main sections: 1) politico-
military aspects of security: principles guiding relations between
and among participating States and military confidence-building
measures; 2) co-operation in the fields of economics, science and
technology and the environment; 3) co-operation in humanitarian
and other fields.

From CSCE to OSCE. The Paris Summit of Nov. 1990 set the
CSCE on a new course. In the Charter of Paris for a New Europe,
the CSCE was called upon to contribute to managing the historic
change in Europe and respond to the new challenges of the post-
Cold War period. At the meeting, members of NATO and the
Warsaw Pact signed an important Treaty on Conventional Armed
Forces in Europe (CFE) and a declaration that they were ‘no
longer adversaries’ and did not intend to ‘use force against
the territorial integrity or political independence of any state’.
All 34 participants adopted the Vienna Document comprising
Confidence and Security-Building Measures (CSBMs), which
pertain to the exchange of military information, verification of
military installations, objection to unusual military activities etc.,
and signed the Charter of Paris. The Charter sets out principles of
human rights, democracy and the rule of law to which all the
signatories undertake to adhere, and lays down the basis for East-
West co-operation and other future action. The 1994 Budapest
Summit recognized that the CSCE was no longer a conference
and on 1 Jan. 1995 the CSCE changed its name to the
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE).

Members. Albania, Andorra, Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan,
Belarus, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Canada,
Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland,
France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Holy See, Hungary, Iceland,
Ireland, Italy, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Liechtenstein,
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Macedonia, Malta, Moldova, Monaco,
Mongolia, Montenegro, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal,
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