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2 Wild or Wilde (1827-84) was a friend of Story. 
3 Sidney Colvin remembered how, at Naworth Castle in 1869, Browning 

and Story 'kept up between them hour by hour the ball of anecdote and 
reminiscence and repartee' (Memories and Notes of Persons and Places 
1852-1912 (London, 1921), p. 78). 

4 This is the refrain of her 'Napoleon III in Italy'. 

Rome in 1853-4: 'They did not come back with the usual 
impressions' 

Walter Cassels 

They did not come back with the usual impressions of Rome. They 
said all their sympathies lay with the Greeks and not with the Romans, 
and that therefore even the associations had not the same strength for 
them .... They said that old Rome was so mixed up with new, and so 
scraped and polished up, they did not like it; but they saw it under 
unfavourable circumstances, their little boy having been ill all the 
time, many of their friends dying, and the pestilence about them.1 

They seemed to think that you had all the bustle and parade of 
London and Paris without their conveniences. 

Letter to David Holt, 11 September 1854, in Leonard Huxley (ed.), 
'A Visitor to the Brownings', Yale Review, n.s. 13 (1924), p. 244 

Notes 

Walter Richard Cassels was a young Manchester poet working in 
business in Livorno. 

1 Less than a week after the Brownings' arrival in Rome in November 1853 
the Storys' six-year-old son, Joe, died of gastric fever. joe's sister Edith was 
also ill and recovered only after a dangerous relapse in March 1854. 
Barrett Browning in particular had been terrified that Pen too would catch the 
fever. 

Rome in 1859: 'plenty of distraction, and no Men and 
Women' 

Elizabeth Barrett Browning 

Robert caught cold two or three days ago; in spite of which he chose to 
get up at six every morning as usual and go out to walk with 
Mr Eckley. 1 Only by miracle and nux2 is he much better to-day. I 
thought he was going to have a furious grippe, as last year and the year 
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