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Notes 

Carlyle (1795-1881) was one of the most influential thinkers and histo
rians in Victorian Britain. After his second encounter with Browning in 
1840 they saw each other frequently. Among the aspects of Carlyle's 
thought which most influenced Browning are those summarized in 
Ryals, p. 65 as 'the importance of work; the doctrine of courage, 
perseverance and endurance; the aim of striving for the highest and 
best; the salutary effect of failure'. (See Carlyle's letter to Browning of 
21 June 1841, Correspondence, v.64-5.) 

The gathering at the house of Leigh Hunt (1784-1859), poet, journalist and 
friend and promoter of Keats and Shelley, took place in April 1836. It is 
rather difficult to imagine Browning, even in the presence of the Sage of 
Chelsea, remaining 'silent ... all the time'. But according to his friend 
Arnauld, writing in 1843, he at one time 'hardly [did] justice to himself in 
society' (below, p. 47). 

2 On Heroes, Hero- Worship and the Heroic in History, six lectures delivered in 
May 1840 (published 1841). 

3 Browning had developed this thought further in a letter to Bessie Rayner 
Belloc (18 March 1881, New Letters, p. 263): 'I might have figured in some 
corner of a page as a poor scribbling-man with proclivities for the turf and 
scamphood'. 

'Little Paracelsus Browning' 

Thomas Carlyle 

Alcot1 came to me again the other day; little Paracelsus Browning, a 
dainty Leigh-Huntish kind of fellow, with much ingenuity, vivacity 
and Cockney gracefulness, happened to be here; and answered his 
solemn drawling recommendations of vegetable diet with light 
Cockney banter and logic; whereupon Alcot, at parting, told me, 'he 
would never come to me again!' 

Notes 

Letter to John Sterling, 28 July 1842, in The Collected Letters of 
Thomas and Jane Welsh Carlyle, eds Clyde deL. Ryals, Kenneth 

J. Fielding and others, vol. xiv (Durham, NC, 1987), p. 241 

1 Amos Bronson Alcott (1799-1888), American educationalist, Emerson's 
friend and fellow Transcendentalist, and father of Louisa May Alcott. 
Browning found him 'a crazy or sound asleep- not dreaming- American' 
and professed to be pleased to hear that 'my outrageous laughters have made 
him ponder seriously of the hopelessness of England - which he would 
convert to something or other' (Browning and Domett, p. 46). 
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