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With the triumph of the election behind him, Campbell-Bannerman found himself in a position of strength unequalled by any Liberal leader in recent history. He was head of the largest anti-Conservative majority for over eighty years. If the Liberal back-benches were filled with men new to Parliament, there was no lack of capable and indeed brilliant men seeking the higher positions of office. Hence the Cabinet chosen by Campbell-Bannerman proved to be one of the strongest and most gifted of any peacetime administration. It was a blend of the outstanding intellectual power of Asquith, who became Chancellor of the Exchequer, Haldane at the War Office, Augustine Birrell as President of the Board of Education and James Bryce as Chief Secretary for Ireland, together with the dynamism and drive of Lloyd George at the Board of Trade and Winston Churchill as Under-Secretary at the Colonial Office. The Foreign Office was entrusted to the much respected Sir Edward Grey.
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