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Xiang Jingyu (1895-1928). Chinese 
revolutionary and feminist. She was born 
into a prosperous liberal family in Hunan 
province and educated at a girls' school in 
Zhangsha where she became influenced by 
the revolutionary movement. She was a 
friend of Mao and Cai Hseng (d1931). After 
her graduation in 1916 she opened a girls' 
school, campaigned against footbinding 
and feudal marriage and led student 
demonstrations in the 4th May movement in 
1919. In the same year, with Mao and 
others, she arranged a work study 
programme in France. She cut her hair, 
starting the vogue for bobbed hair among 
intellectuals. In 1920,"working in a textile 
mill in Montargis, she studied Marx, and co
founded the Chinese Communist Party. 
After marrying Cai Hseng, she wrote A 
thesis on the Emancipation and Trans
formation of Women. 

She was elected to the Central Committee 
in 1922 and became the first Director of the 
Communist Party women's department, 
which she herself established. Leaving her 
baby with her sister, she organized among 
working women and visited Moscow. After 
Xiang Kai Shek's 'White Terror' campaign 
against the Communists in 1927 she insisted 
on staying in Hunan, organizing unions and 
running an underground newspaper. She was 
arrested and executed in May 1928, gagged to 
prevent her final speech. 

Xie Xide (1921-). Chinese physicist and 
university administrator. Xie Xide was born 
in South China, but grew up in Beijing, where 
her father was a professor of physics. In 1937, 

at the start of the Japanese invasion, the 
family moved to the distant cities of Wuhan 
and Changsa, where she spent three years 
recovering from tuberculosis. From 1942 to 
1946 she studied at Xiamen University and 
became a physics teacher in the University of 
Shanghai during the turbulent period of 
conflict between the Communists and the 
Kuomintang. In 1947 she went to Smith 
College, Massachusetts, and in 1949 to MIT 
where in 1951 she completed her PhD 
(on electrons in compressed gases). The foll
owing year, in England, she married Cao 
Tianqin, whom she had met in Beijing, but 
who was now working in Cambridge. They 
returned to Shanghai, where she was to teach 
at Fudan University until 1977. Soon establi
shed as one of China's leading physicists, she 
published Semi-conductor Physics ( 1958) and 
Solid Physics (1962) and numerous papers, 
was made a professor in 1962, and became 
Deputy Director of the Institute of Technical 
Physics, Shanghai. 

During the Cultural Revolution she lost 
her job; she was publicly humiliated and 
separated from her husband. Re-instated in 
1974, she began to concentrate on her 
research on surface physics, and on 
educational projects, founding the Modern 
Physics Institute in 1977. Her many honours 
include membership of the Chinese Academy 
of Sciences and of the Praesidium. She was 
Vice-President ofFudan University, 1978-83, 
and is now President, and was one of II 
women elected to the Central Committee of 
the Chinese Communist Party in 1982. Dur
ing the 1980s her work was recognized inter
nationally, with honorary degrees from 
American, British and Japanese universities. 
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