
jamming. In communications security, a 
deliberate form of radiation interference 
aimed at radio, microwave or satellite trans-
missions. The use of high-energy trans-
mitters forces the jammer to use more 
powerful, and hence more expensive, trans-
mission systems. Spread spectrum band-
width transmission is distributed over a band 
of frequencies, thus also increasing the prob-
lem of the jammer, whereas the frequency 
agility technique changes the transmitted 
frequency randomly over the spectrum 
during transmission. See EMIIRF RADIA-

TION, FREQUENCY AGILITY. 

job. In operations, a full description of a 
unit of work for a computer. A job will 
normally include all the necessary applica-
tion programs, files and instructions to the 
operating system. See BACKGROUND JOB, 

FOREGROUND PROGRAM. 

job control language. In operations, a 
problem-oriented language used for specify-
ing the environment for running a particular 
batch of work. 

job priority. In operating systems, a value 
assigned to a job that determines the priority 
used in scheduling the job and allocating 

J 
resources to it in a multiprogramming 
environment. 

job queue. In operating systems, the set of 
programs and data being processed by a 
computer, the order of processing being 
determined by the job priorities. See JOB 

PRIORITY. 

job step. In operations, a unit of work 
associated with an application program. 

join. In databases, an operator in rela-
tional algebra. A join operation on two 
relations which share a common data item 
type produces a combined relation with 
attributes specified in the join operation. 
Compare DIVISION, PROJECTION, SELECTION. 

See RELATIONAL ALGEBRA, RELATIONAL 

DATABASE. 

journal. In operations, a chronological 
record of changes made to a set of data, 
often used for reconstructing a previous 
version of the set in the event of corruption. 
See CORRUPTION. 

jump out. In computer security, to bypass 
all or part of an alarm system. 
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