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Austria has just recently begun to analyze the environmental issues presented by 
biotechnology. In January 1986, the government established the Committee for Gene 
Technological Security Matters (the Kommission fur gentechnologie Sicherheitsfragen) to 
examine this question. One of the first tasks of the Committee was to survey the existing 
laws and regulations to determine which ones will apply to industrial and environmental 
applications of genetically engineered organisms. This review will focus on specific types of 
products. 

No specific laws involving recombinant DNA exist in Austria, and it is unclear whether any 
new laws will need to be established. However, it can generally be stated that Austria will 
conform to international recommendations, such as the OECD guidelines, to the extent possible. 

So far, Austria has not yet received any applications from companies seeking to release 
genetically engineered plants or microorganisms into the environment. If such an application 
were filed, the Austria government would rely on current laws and regulations in determining 
whether to approve the proposal. At present, the Committee for Gene Technological Security 
Matters is surveying the existing laws to determine which ones would be utilized if any such 
applications were received. 

Austria has already enacted laws that extensively regulate air and water emissions. These 
laws would apply to companies developing biotechnology-derived products in essentially the 
same manner as companies using conventional technologies. 

At present, Austria has no specific regulations for recombinant DNA research. For 
research work supported by public money (the government, the National Research Council), the 
NIH Guidelines have, in general, been followed. No guidelines are currently binding upon 
private industry. There have not been, however, any reported problems with compliance. 

1 Dr. Helmut Schwab of the Technical University of Graz, Austria, was the Contributing 
Author for this Chapter. 
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