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Last Requests to Reynolds* 
WILLIAM SHAW 

A few days before his decease he sent for Sir Joshua Reynolds, and told 
him that he had three favours to ask of him. Sir Joshua, confiding in the 
Doctor's good sense and discretion, frankly promised an implicit 
compliance with his request. The first was, that though he owed Sir 
Joshua thirty pounds, he was not to expect to be repaid. This was readily 
granted. The second demand was that Sir Joshua should not paint on 
Sundays. To this a small degree ofhesitation appeared, but, however, no 
positive objection was made. He desired as his third and last request that 
he would regularly every day read more or less of the scriptures; Sir 
Joshua boggled most at this, but the Doctor assuming much earnestness, 
told him how much he had it at heart, and hoped Sir Joshua's pledging 
himself to a dying friend might insure the literal and punctual per
formance of a duty, which would for certain be attended with the best 
effects, promised to comply. 

* Memoirs of the Life and Writings of the Late Dr Samuel johnson, pp. 181-2. 

'Genius, learning and piety'* 
CHARLES BURNEY 

[Letter to the Revd Thomas Twining, dated 25 December 1784] ... 
Poor Johnson is gone! I truly reverenced his genius, learning and piety, 
without being blind to his prejudices. I think I know and could name 
them all. We often differed in matters of taste, and in our judgments of 
individuals. My respect for what I thought excellent in him never 
operated on my reason sufficiently to incline me to subscribe to his 
decisions when I thought them erroneous. The knight, Sir John 
[Hawkins], and I met two or three times during his sickness and at his 

*Robina Napier,johnsoniana, pp. 303-5. 
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