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Area: 9,597,000 sq. km
Population: 1,036,040,000
Capital: Beijing [Peking]

Head of State: Li Xiannian (State President)
Premier: Zhao Ziyang

China is divided into 21 provinces (22 if Taiwan, claimed by
the Beijing government, is included) and five autonomous
regions. The provinces (sheng) with their chief cities are
listed below.

Anhui (Hefei) Jiangsu (Nanjing [Nanking])
Fujian (Fuzhou) Jiangxi (Nanchang)
Gansu (Lanzhou) Jilin (Changchun)
Guangdong Liaoning (Shenyang)
Guangzhou [Canton]) Qinghai (Xining)
Guizhou (Guiyang) Shaanxi (Xian)
Hebei (Shijiazhuang) Shandong (Jinan)
Heilongjiang (Harbin) Shanxi (Taiyuan)
Henan (Zhengzhou) Sichuan (Chengdu)
Hubei (Wuhan) Yunnan (Kunming)
Hunan (Changsha) Zhejiang (Hangzhou)

The autonomous regions (zizhiqu) are:
Guangxi-Zhuang (Nanning) Ningxia-Hui (Yinchuan)
Nei Mongol [Inner Xinjiang-Uygur (Urumqi)

Mongolia] (Hohhot) Xizang [Tibet] (Lhasa)

There are also three metropolitan areas (shi): Beijing,
Shanghai and Tianjin.

ORGANIZATION

The Chinese national police force is the Public Security
Agency, which is similar in its organization and duties to the
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Soviet Militia (although it is also responsible for prosecu
tions) and reports to the Ministry of Public Security. There is
a Public Security Administration in each province or autono
mous region, and Security Defence Groups in each village
(or production brigade in Chinese terminology). Beijing has
its own force, with a separate command structure.

Ministry of Public Security, Dong Changan Jie, Beijing
55 - 3871

OPERATIONS

The excesses of the Cultural Revolution period are now a
thing of the past, and the post-Mao leadership succeeded in
introducing a small measure of liberalization. For example,
regulations were approved in July 1980 to restrict the use of
weapons, truncheons, handcuffs and ropes by the Public
Security.

However, self-criticism is still widely employed, and
offenders are expected to reform through terms of intensive
labour. Prisoners must attend daily study and self-criticism
sessions with other inmates, and the length of their imprison
ment depends to some extent on whether their attitude is
considered positive.

Liberalization meant that the police faced a new problem:
certain sectors of the Chinese population, in Beijing and
other large cities, felt safe enough to criticise government
policies quite openly. In 1978- 9, 'big-character posters'
appeared in Beijing, Shanghai and elsewhere, demanding
social changes (which previously would have been labelled
counter-revolutionary), and better living standards. This
phenomenon was relatively short-lived. The government is
still trying to liberalize as a precondition for desperately
needed modernization. The Fifth National People's Con
gress announced the drafting of a new Civil Procedure Code
and other laws; their effect on police activities is still to be
seen. Meanwhile, the Criminal Procedure Code was altered
in January 1980 to incorporate some basic civil rights.

Although Tibet is now fully integrated into the People's
Republic of China, restrictions still apply to Tibetan cultural
and political activities, and are strictly enforced by the
security forces.
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