
WORLD POLICE AND PARAMILITARY FORCES

CAYMAN ISLANDS

Area: 260 sq. km
Population: 18,285
Capital: George Town

Governor: G. Peter Lloyd

There are three Cayman Islands: Grand Cayman (the
largest, where the capital is located), Little Cayman and
Cayman Brae,

ORGANIZATION

The Royal Cayman Islands Police Force (RCIP) was given
the title Royal by HM Queen Elizabeth II during her 1983
visit to the Caymans. It is a very small force and has fairly
limited resources, but is one of the best in the Caribbean.
Current personnel strength is160, of which 151 are quartered
in Grand Cayman and the remainder in Cayman Brae. These
are supported by numbers of volunteer special constables,
who support the regular police during national events and in
emergencies. 160 special constables were sworn in during
1982.

The RCIP has three main departments, each under a
superintendent: General Duties, Criminal Investigation and
Traffic. The CID includes the Special Branch, the Commer
cial Crime Branch (which liaises with Interpol) and the Drug
Squad, as well as a Crime Intelligence Section, which pro
vides the various stations and units with up-to-date informa
tion on criminal trends and activities.

Coastal patrol duties, which for many years were the
responsibility of the Special Branch, are now performed by
the Marine Section, which has three boats at Grand Cayman
and one at Cayman Brae, Immigration duties have now been
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transferred to a separate department, which is associated
with the RCIP for operational purposes. The Airport Guard
and Police Section is still a police unit, although limited to the
airport security role.

The RCIP headquarters is at George Town, and there are
police stations at Bodden Town, East End, North Side and
West Bay. They all are linked to Headquarters by a modern
radio communications system.

Basic training is provided at George Town by British
instructors, and selected policemen receive advanced and
specialist tuition in the UK, Barbados and Canada.

The police run the prison administration. The islands
have only one prison, with a maximum capacity of 20
inmates. Major offenders are sometimes transferred to a
Jamaican prison.

Police Headquarters, PO Box 909, George Town (94222)

OPERATIONS

A pirate-infested area centuries ago, the Caymans now have
one of the highest living standards in the Caribbean due to
tourism and tax concessions by the government. Crime
figures are low, and most of the limited manpower of the
police is allocated to public order and traffic duties. It would
be wrong to assume, however, that crime is non-existent;
statistics for 1982 indicate that there was an increase in the
number of burglaries and thefts, although violent crime has
decreased. An encouraging sign is that the detection rate of
the RCIP compares favourably with those of most other
countries, at 55.9 per cent.

Good results have been obtained from the campaign
against drug trafficking. 140 individuals were arrested for
drug offences during 1982; 65 of these were visitors to the
Caymans. Two aircraft and three boats operated by drug
smugglers were seized. The RCIP Drug Squad receives
technical assistance from the US Drug Enforcement Agency.
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