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OMAN
Sultanate ofOman

Area: 212,457 sq. km
Population: 1,500,000
Capital: Muscat [Masqat]

Head of State: Sultan Qaboos bin Said
Minister for Security and Defence: Sayyid Fahar Bin-Taimur

aI-Said

For administrative purposes, Oman is divided into 41
districts (Wilayat).

INTRODUCTION

The traditional police force in Oman - or Muscat and Oman
as it was once called - is the Askars, a tribal police. The
governor (Wali) of each district was responsible for his force
of Askars, which was subsidized by the central government.
A paramilitary Oman Gendarmerie came later, to supple
ment the Muscat Police Force, which was created in 1931.

ORGANIZATION

The police force of the Sultan of Oman is a paramilitary
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force, which combines the functions of the Muscat Police
(general urban duties) with those of the Gendarmerie
(border patrol and anti-smuggling). It is a centralized force,
under the Inspector General of Police and Customs
although it allows for some regional autonomy. Its pararnilit
ary capability has been augmented in recent years - made
possible by the very low crime rate in the Sultanate. At the
same time, great efforts have been made regarding public
relations; the police force publishes a daily newsletter and
has its own bi-weekly television programme.

The police includes the usual Operations, Criminal
Investigation and Traffic departments, plus a Marine
Division for the protection of the coastline. The force also
has other duties. It is in charge of immigration and customs
and operates the Fire Service. It has a Police Air Wing, with a
fleet o~ about ~O aircra~t and helicopters, based at Masqat
Seeb international airport. The Royal Oman Police
Academy is at Nizwa.

There is a paramilitary Home Guard (Firqat), recruited
from among the Dhofar tribesmen, which is independent
from both the army and the police, although relying on the
former for training and equipment. Personnel strength is
about 3500.

Sultan of Oman's Police Headquarters, PO Box 2 Muscat,
Qurum Roundabout, Oman (60 0009; telex 3377)
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