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of the Bhima River, 8o miles east-south-east ofBombay. Poona came under British 
rule in 1818, and was a military centre. 

3· Most likely a reference to Trix, whose engagement to John Fleming was 
announced shortly before her brother left India to begin his travels through the 
United States to England. Trix used 'Beatrice Grange' as a pseudonym when she 
published her first novel in 1891. 

An Unsuccessful Effort to Sell 
Short Stories* 
GEORGE HAMLIN FITCH 

It was in I 88g that The Pioneer sent him on a tour of the world and he 
wrote the series of letters afterwards reprinted under the title From 
Sea to Sea. Kipling, like Stevenson, had to have a story to tell to bring 
out all his powers; hence these letters are not among his best work. 

Vividly do I recall Kipling's visit to San Francisco. He came into 
the Chronicle office and was keenly interested in the fine collections 
which made this newspaper's library before the fire the most 
valuable on this coast, if not in the country. He was also much 
impressed with the many devices for securing speed in typesetting 
and other mechanical work. The only feature of his swarthy face 
that impressed one was his brilliant black eyes, which behind his 
large glasses, seemed to note every detail. He talked very well, but 
although he made friends among local newspapermen, he was 
unsuccessful in selling any of his stories to the editors of the Sunday 
supplements. He soon went to New York, but there also he failed to 
dispose of his stories. 

NOTE 

Fitch ( 1852-1915) was a newspaperman, night city editor of the New York Tribune 
(1876---9), night and literary editor of the San Francisco Chronicle (188o-1915), and 
author of several books of literary criticism. 

* Modern English Books of Power (San Francisco: Paul Elder, 1912) pp. 144-5· 
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