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                    Abstract
Few other Jewish communities have attracted more attention and critical evaluation than those of Germany. This is in large part due to the prominent position German Jews achieved among world Jewry from the late eighteenth century onwards, when the Jewish communities in Germany took on a new lease of life. There were several reasons for this. Not the least important was the process of secularization which accelerated after emancipation. It led to the lowering of barriers between Jews and non-Jews and made the former more receptive to ideas from outside. Since at that time many ideas prevalent in German philosophy and cultural life generally were highly congenial to certain elements in Judaism, the ground for intellectual and spiritual re-awakening thus created proved particularly fertile. Very rarely in Jewish history had such intellectual forces been unleashed as in the decades following the emancipation, stimulating Jewish thought and opening up new horizons to Judaism as a whole.1
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