
Epilogue 
It was announced in both London and Washington on 15 July 1980 that 
agreement had been reached in the form of an exchange of letters between 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher and President Carter for Britain to 
purchase 100 Trident missiles from the United States at a cost of just over 
1000 million pounds. Britain will build the four or five new submarines 
and develop the re-entry vehicles for the missile herself (although a large 
part of the MIRV warhead and certain vital nuclear materials will also 
apparently be purchased from the United States). 

The decision culminated a very lengthy and very sensitive set of bi
lateral discussions and paralleled very closely the Nassau Agreement of 
1963. As in the Agreement between Prime Minister Macmillan and 
President Kennedy Britain will pay only 5 per cent of the research and 
development costs of the missile under the terms of the Trident accord. 
The purchase of the missile at such favourable financial terms to Britain 
clearly reflects the close nuclear ties which continue to exist between the 
two countries. At the same time it was significant that the announcement 
emphasized that 'close co-operation between the United States and Britain 
was not limited to the nuclear field'. The Trident Agreement was also 
reported as containing a provision that calls on Britain to man the Rapier 
air-defence missile system recently purchased by the United States from 
Britain for deployment at American bases in the United Kingdom. At the 
same time it was pointed out by officials in both countries that London 
and Washington are also cooperating in many other areas, including plans 
to expand the American military installations on the British-owned island 
of Diego-Garcia in the Indian Ocean and the deployment of US Cruise 
Missiles in Britain. 

18 July 1980. 
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