
Introduction 

THIS pamphlet differs from previous ones in two ways. First, it 
examines a rather broader theme than previous works in this series. 
Secondly, it provides a link between previous pamphlets on various 
aspects of the development of the traditional leading industrial nations 
and new pamphlets in this series dealing with other parts of the world. 
Two of these pamphlets on the new theme- by Dr N. Charlesworth on 
India and by Dr I. McPherson on japan -are already in preparation. I 
should also emphasise that although the pamphlet is based on the 
assumption that economic forces played an important role in imperial 
expansion throughout the century, this is not meant to imply that 
political, religious or other non-economic motives were of no import
ance. In this survey they are, if only for reasons of space, simply omitted 
from consideration. 

The writing of this pamphlet has been made a great deal easier 
because of the expert help I have been able to rely on from my 
colleagues in the Economic and Social History Department in 
Birmingham. Both Professor A. G. Hopkins and Dr I. G. Brown have 
given me a great deal of excellent advice and criticism and I am heavily 
indebted to them. I should also like to thank Professor J. R. Harris, 
Professor T. C. Smout and Dr G. Studdert-Kennedy for their interest 
and encouragement. None of these are of course responsible for my 
errors or omissions. Mrs Yvonne Jacobs and Miss Shirley Swann 
deserve medals for the skilful and speedy way in which they translated 
my execrable handwriting into type. 

Finally, I should like to dedicate this little book to my wife Christine, 
who encouraged and sustained me whilst I was writing it, and to my 
children, Ruth and Eleanor. 
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