
42 J. M. SYNGE INTERVIEWS AND RECOLLECTIONS 

The Author Interviewed* 
Mr. Synge, the author of The Plo;yboy, stated that it was at his and Lady 
Gregory's 1 request the police 2 withdrew, their instructions to them being 
that they were not to interfere unless personal violence was resorted to. 
They, he said, simply claimed the liberty of art to choose what subjects they 
thought fit. 

* Evening Telegraph (Dublin) (2gjan 1907) p. 2. 

NOTES 

1. Yeats was absent from Ireland for the debut of The Playboy; he was lecturing in Scotland. 
While Lady Gregory resolutely kept the play running against organised interruption, Yeats 
hurried back to Dublin and arranged a debate in the Abbey Theatre on Monday, 4 February 
1907, following the week's performances. 

2. The Evening Telegraph (Dublin), on 29 January 1907, p. 2. reported: 

After the lapse of a quarter of an hour close on a dozen policemen entered the theatre and 
took up a position commanding the left side of the pit, whilst another body of constables 
were stationed outside the building. Their advent was hailed with a torrent of boos. The 
performance was now resumed ... 

Ainidst boohing and other conceivable and almost inconceivable noises, the action of 
the drama was proceeded with ... 

Now the unexpected occurred. As the result of some apparently mystic sign or 
command, the constables turned right about and marched in stately style out of the 
building. 

Mr. Synge Beaming* 
There was comparative calm in the Abbey Theatre last night when 'The 
Playboy of the Western World' was again produced. The audience was 
smaller than on any night since the production of the play, which has beea 
received with such a storm of disapproval. The fact that there was little 
disorder enabled those present to form a more correct impression of the 
character of the play than could hitherto be gained. 

* Extracted from 'The Playboy Has a Qjlieter Time at the Abbey, But Two Arrests Were 
Made;AuthorandMr. Yeatslnterviewed',EveningHerald(Dublin) (1 Feb 1907) p. 5· Also in 
the Irish lndepent.lent (Dublin) ( 1 Feb 1907) p. 5· 
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