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bloud of the one, the bodie of the other eaten with dogs: 
for the false accusing and killing of Naboth. So also hath 
God punished the same and the like sinnes in all after-times, 
and in these our daies by the same famine, plagues, warre, 
losse, vexation, death, sicknesse, and calamities, how
soeuer the wise men of the world raise these effectes no 
higher than to second causes, and such other accidents, 
which, as being next their eyes and eares, seeme to them to 
worke euery alteration that happeneth. 

Ch. XX. Of lehoram the sonne 
of Iehosaphat, and Ahazia 

Ch. XXI. Of Athalia 
§6 . .A digression, wherein is maintained the libertie of vsing 

coniecture in Histories. 

Thvs much concerning the person of loas, from whom, as 
from a new roote, the tree of Dauid was propagated into 
many branches. In handling of which matter, the more I 
consider the nature of this Historie, and the diuersitie be
weene it and others, the lesse, me thinkes, I neede to 
suspect mine owne presumption, as deseruing blame, for 
curiositie in matter of doubt, or boldnesse in libertie of 
coniecture. For all Histories doe giue vs information of 
humaine counsailes and euents, as farre forth as the know
ledge and faith of the writers can affoord; but of Gods will, by 
which all things are ordered, they speake onely at randome, 
and many times falsly. This we often finde in prophane 
writers,. who ascribe the ill successe of great vndertakings 
to the neglect of some impious rites, whereof indeed God 
abhorred the performance as vehemetly, as they thought 
him to be highly offended with the omission. Hereat we 
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may the lesse wonder, if we consider the answere made by 
the lewes in .£gypt vnto Ieremie the Prophet reprehending 
their idolatrie. For, howsoeuer the written Law of God was 
knowne vnto the people, and his punishmens laid vpon 
them for contempt thereof were very terrible, and euen then 
but newly executed; yet were they so obstinatly bent vnto 
their owne wils, that they would not by any meanes be 
drawne to acknowledge the true cause of their affliction. But 
they told the Prophet roundly, that they would worship the 
Queene of Heauen, as they and their fathers, their Kings and 
their Princes had vsed to do; For then (said they) had we 
plentie of victuals, and were well, and felt no euill: adding that 
all manner of miseries were befallen them, since they left 
off the seruice of that Queene of Heauen. So blinde is the 
wisdome of man, in looking into the counsaile of God, which 
to finde out there is no better nor other guide than his 
owne written wil, not peruerted by vaine additions. 

But this Historie of the Kings of Israel and Iuda hath 
herein a singular prerogatiue aboue all that haue beene 
written by the most sufficient of meerly humane authours: 
it setteth downe expresly the true, and first causes of all that 
happened; not imputing the death of Ahab to his ouer
forwardnesse in battaile; the ruine of his familie, to the 
securitie of Jeroboam in Izreel; nor the victories of Hazael, 
to the great commotions raised in Israel, by the comming 
in of Jehu; but referring all vnto the will of God, I meane, to 
his reuealed will: from which that his hidden purposes doe 
not varie, this storie, by many great examples, giues most 
notable proofe. True it is that the concurrence of second 
causes with their effects, is in these bookes nothing largely 
described; nor perhaps exactly in any of those Histories 
that are in these points most copious. For it was well noted 
by that worthie Gentleman Sir Philip Sidnie, that Historians 
doe borrow of Poets, not onely much of their ornament, but 
somewhat of their substance. Informations are often false, 
records not alwaies true, and notorious actions commonly 
insufficient to discouer the passions, which did set them 
first on foote. Wherefore they are faine (I speake of the best, 
and in that which is allowed: for to take out of Liuie euery 
one circumstance of Claudius his iourney against Asdrubal in 
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Italie, fitting all to another businesse, or any practise of that 
kinde, is neither Historicall nor Poeticall) to search into the 
particular humours of Princes, and of those which haue 
gouerned their affections, or the instruments by which they 
wrought, from whence they doe collect the most likely 
motiues, or impediments of euery businesse; and so figuring, 
as neere to the life as they can imagine, the matter in hand, 
they iudiciously consider the defects in counsaile, or 
obliquitie in proceeding. 

Yet all this, for the most part, is not enough to giue 
assurance, howsoeuer it may giue satisfaction. For the heart 
of man is vnsearchable: and Princes, howsoeuer their intents 
be seldome hidden from some of those many eyes which prie 
both into them, and into such as liue about them; yet some
times either by their owne close temper, or by some subtill 
miste, they conceale the trueth from all reports. Yea, many 
times the affections themselues lie dead, and buried in 
obliuion, when the preparations which they begate, are 
conuerted to another vse. The industrie of an Historian, 
hauing so many things to wearie it, may well be excused, 
when finding apparent cause enough of things done, it 
forbeareth to make further search; though it often fall out, 
where sundry occasions worke to the same end, that one 
small matter in a weake minde is more effectuall, than many 
that seeme farre greater. So comes it many times to passe, 
that great fires, which consume whole houses or Townes, 
begin with a few strawes, that are wasted or not seene; when 
the flame is discouered, hauing fastned vpon some wood-pile, 
that catcheth all about it. Questionlesse it is that the warre 
commenced by Darius, and pursued by Xerxes against the 
Greekes, proceeded from desire of the Persians to enlarge 
their Empire: howsoeuer the enterprize of the Athenians 
vpon Sardes, was noised abroad as the ground of that 
quarrell: yet Herodotus telleth vs, that the wanton desire of 
Queene Atossa, to haue the Grecian dames her bondwomen, 
did first moue Darius to prepare for this warre, before he 
had receiued any iniurie; and when he did not yet so much 
desire to get more, as to enioy what was alreadie gotten. 

I will not here stand to argue whether Herodotus be more 
iustly reprehended by some, or defended by others, for 
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alleadging the vaine appetite, and secret speech of the 
Queene in bed with her husband, as the cause of those great 
euils following; this I may boldlie affirme, (hauing I think, in 
euery estate some sufficient witnesses) that matter of much 
consequence, founded in all seeming vpon substantiall 
reasons, haue issued indeed from such pettie trifles, as no 
Historian would either thinke vpon, or could well search out. 

Therefore it was a good answere that Sixtus Quintus the 
Pope made to a certaine Frier, comming to visite him in his 
Popedome, as hauing long before in his meaner estate, beene 
his familiar friend. This poore Frier, being emboldened by 
the Pope to vse his old libertie of speech, aduentured to tell 
him, that he verie much wondred how it was possible for his 
holinesse, whom he rather tooke for a direct honest man, 
than any cunning polititian, to attaine vnto the Papacie; in 
compassing of which, all the subtiltie (said he) of the most 
craftie braines, finde worke enough: and therfore the more 
I thinke vpon the arte of the conclaue, and your vnaptnesse 
thereto, the more I needs must wonder. Pope Sixtus to 
satisfie the plaine dealing Friar, dealt with him againe as 
plainly, saying, Hadst thou liued abroad as I haue done, and 
seene by what folly this world is gouerned, thou wouldest 
wonder at nothing. 

Surely, if this be referred vnto those exorbitant engines, 
by which the course of affaires is mooued; the Pope said 
true. For the wisest of men are not without their vanities, 
which requiring and finding mutuall toleration; worke more 
closely, and earnestly, than right reason either needes or can. 
But if we lift vp our thoughts to that supreame gouernour, 
of whose Empire all that is true, which by the Poet was said 
of Jupiter. 

Quiterram inertem, qui mare temperat 
Yentosum, & vrbes, regnaque tristia 
Diuosque, mortalesque turmas, 
Imperio regit vnus cequo. 

Who rules the duller earth, the wind-swolne streames, 
The ciuill Cities, and th'infernall realmes, 
Who th'host of heauen and the mortall band, 
Alone doth gouerne by his iust commaund.I 

I Horace, Carmina, m iv 45-8. 
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Then shall we finde the quite contrarie. In him there is no 
vncertaintie nor change; he foreseeth all things, and all 
things disposeth to his owne honour; Hee neither deceiueth 
nor can be deceiued, but continuing one and the same for 
euer, doth constantly gouerne all creatures by that law, 
which hee hath prescribed and will neuer alter. The vanities 
of men beguile their vaine contriuers, and the prosperitie 
of the wicked, is the way leading to their destruction: yea, 
this broad and headlong passage to hell, is not so delightfull 
as it seemeth at the first entrance, but hath growing in it, 
besides the poisons which infect the soule, many cruell 
thornes deepely wounding the bodie, all which, if any few 
escape, they haue onely this miserable aduantage of others, 
that their descent was the more swift and expedite. But the 
seruice of God is the path guiding vs to perfect happinesse, 
and hath in it a true, though not compleat felicitie, yeelding 
such abundance of ioy to the conscience, as doth easilie 
counteruaile all afflictions whatsoeuer: though indeed those 
brambles that sometimes teare the skinne of such as walke 
in this blessed way, doe commonly laie hold vpon them at 
such time as they sit downe to take their ease, and make 
them with themselues at their iournies end, in presence of 
their Lord whom they faithfully serue, in whose presence is 
the fulnesse of ioy, and at whose right hand are pleasures for 
euermore. 

Wherfore it being the end and scope of al Historie, to 
teach by example of times past, such wisdome as may guide 
our desires and actions; wee should not meruaile though the 
Chronicles of the Kings of luda and Israel, being written by 
men inspired with the spirit of God, instruct vs cheifly, in 
that which is most requisite for vs to know, as the meanes 
to attaine vnto true felicitie, both here, and hereafter, pro
pounding examples which illustrate this infallible rule, The 
feare of the Lord is the beginning of Wisdome. Had the 
expedition of Xerxes (as it was foretold by Daniel) beene 
written by some Prophet after the captiuitie: wee may well 
beleeue that the counsaile of God therein, and the execution 
of his righteous will, should haue occupied either the whole, 
or the principall roome in that narration. Yet had not the 
purpose of Darius, the desire of his wife, and the businesse 
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at Sardes, with other occurrents, beene the lesse true, though 
they might haue beene omitted, as the lesse materiall: but 
these things it had beene lawfull for any man to gather 
out of prophane Histories, or out of circumstances other
wise appearing, wherein he should not haue done iniurie 
to the sacred writings, as long as hee had forborne to 
derogate from the first causes, by ascribing to the second 
more than was due. 

Such, or Iitle different, is the businesse that I haue now in 
hand: wherin I cannot beleeue that any man of iudgement 
will taxe mee as either fabulous or presumptuous. For he 
doth not faine, that rehearseth probabilities as bare con
iectures; neither doth he depraue the text, that seeketh to 
illustrate and make good in humane reason, those things, 
which authoritie alone, without further circumstance, ought 
to haue confirmed in euery mans beliefe. And this may 
suffice in defence of the libertie, which I haue vsed in 
coniectures, and may hereafter vse when occasion shall 
require, as neither vnlawfull, nor misbeseeming an Historian. 

Ch. XXII. Of Ioas and 
Amasia ... ; where somewhat of 
the building of Carthage 

Ch. XXIII. Of Vzzia 

Ch. XXIV. Of the Antiquities 
of ltalie, and foundation of 
Rome in the time of Ahas 
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