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of the celestiall influences, the Deuil ceaseth not to shuffle 
in his superstitions: and so to the knowledge of the secret 
vertues of nature hath he fastened his doctrine of Characters, 
numbers, and incantations; and taught men to beleeue in 
the strength of wordes and letters: (which without faith in 
God are but inke or common breath) thereby either to 
equall his owne with the all-powerfull word of God, or to 
diminish the glorie of Gods creating word, by whom are all· 
thinges .... 

§4. That Daniels misliking Nabvchodonosors condemning of 
the Magicians doth not iustifie all their practises. 

§ 5. The abuse of things which may be found in all kinds, is not 
to condemne the right '1.JSe of them. 

§6. OJ the diuers kindes of '1.lnlawfull Magick. 

§7. Of diuers waies by which the Deuill seemeth to worke his 
wonders. 

§8. That none was euer raised from the dead by the power of the 
Deuill ... 

Ch. XII. Of the memorable 
butldings of Ninvs, and of his 
wife Semiramis: and of other of 
her actes 
§r. Of the magnificent building of Niniue by Ninvs: and of 

Babylon by Semiramis. 
But to come backe to Ninus the amplifier and finisher of 
Niniue: whether he performed it before or after the ouer
throw of Zoroaster, it is vncertaine. As for the Citty it selfe, 
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it is agreed by all prophane writers, and confirmed by the 
Scriptures, that it exceeded all other in circuit, and answer
able magnificence. For it had in compasse 440. stadia, or 
furlongs; the walles whereof were an hundred foot vpright, 
and had such a bredth as three charriots might passe on the 
rampire in front: these walles were garnished with I soo. 
towers which gaue exceeding beautie to the rest, and a 
strength no lesse admirable for the nature of those times. 

But this Cittie (built in the Plaines of Assyria, and on the 
bankes of Tigris, and in the Region of Eden,) was founded 
long before Ninus time; and (as ancient Historians report, 
and more lately Nauclerus) had the name of Campsor, at such 
time as Ninus amplified the same, and gaue it a wall, and 
called it after his owne name. 

For these workes of Babylon and Niniue begun by 
Nimrod in Chaldtea, and in Assyria, Ninus and Semiramis 
made perfect. Ninus finished Niniue, Semiramis Babylon: 
wherein shee fought to exceed her husband by farre. Indeed 
in the first Age when Princes were moderate, they neither 
thought how to inuade others, nor feared to be inuaded: 
labouring to build Townes and Villages for the vse of them
selues and their people without either Walles or Towers; 
and how they might discharge the earth of woods, briars, 
bushments, and waters, to make it the more habitable and 
fertile. But Semiramis liuing in that age, when Ambition 
was in strong youth: and purposing to follow the conquest 
which her husband had vndertaken, gaue that beauty and 
strength to Babylon which it had. 

§2. Of the end of Ninvs: and beginning of Semiramis reigne. 
This she did after the death of her husband Ninus: who after 
he had maistred Bactria, and subiected vnto his Empire all 
those Regions betweene it and the Mediterran Sea and 
Hellespont (Asia the lesse excepted) and finished the worke 
of Niniue, he left the world in the yeare thereof 20 I 9· after 
he had raigned 52. yeares. Plutarch reporteth that Semiramis 
desired her husband Ninus, that he would graunt vnto her the 
absolute souereigne power for one day. Diad. Siculus out of 
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Athen£us, and others, speakes of fiue daies. In which time 
(moued either with desire of rule, or licentious liberty, or 
with the memory of her husband Menon, who perished for 
her) she caused Ninus her husband to be slaine. But this 
seemeth rather a scandall cast on her by the Greekes, then 
that it had any truth. 

Howsoeuer Ninus came to his ende, Semiramis tooke on 
her after his death the sole rule of the Assyrian empire: of 
which, Ninus was said to be the first Monarch because he 
changed his seat from Babylonia in Chald£a to Niniue in 
Assyria. Justine reports that Semiramis (the better to inuest 
herselfe, and in her beginning without murmure or offense 
to take on her so great a charge) presented herselfe to the 
people in the person of her sonne Ninias or Zameis, who 
bare her externall forme and proportion without any sensible 
difference. 

This report I take also to be fained, for which many 
arguments might bee made. But as she ruled long, so she 
performed all those memorable actes which are written of 
her by the name of Semiramis, and subscribed that letter 
which she sent to the King of India (her last challenge and 
vndertaken conquest) by her owne name. And were it 
true that her sonne Ninias had such a stature at his Fathers 
death, as that Semiramis (who was very personable) could 
be taken for him; yet it is very vnlikely that she could haue 
held the Empire from him 42. yeares after by any such 
subtilety: (for so long shee reigned after the death of her 
Husband:) but it may bee true that Ninias or Zameis (being 
wholly giuen to his pleasures as it is written of him) was well 
pleased with his Mothers prosperous gouernment and 
vndertakings. 

§3. Of Semiramis parentage, and education, and Meta-
morphosis of her Mother. 

Some writers (of which Plutarch is one) make this famous 
woman to haue beene of base parentage, calling her after 
the name of her Countrey, a Syrian. Berosus cals her after 
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the name of her Citty wherein she was borne, Semiramis 
Ascalonitis; of Ascalon, the ancient Citty and Metropolis of the 
Philistims. Others report her to be the daughter of Derceta, 
a Curtizan of Ascalon exceeding beautifull. Others say that 
this Derceta or Dercetis the mother of Semiramis was some
times a Recluse, and had profest a holy and a religious life, 
to whom there was a Temple dedicated seated on the banke 
of a Lake adioyning to Ascalon; and afterward falling in loue 
with a goodly yong man she was by him made with child, 
which (for feare of extreme punishment) she conuaied 
away, and caused the same to be hidden among the high 
reedes which grew on the bankes of the Lake: in which 
(while the child was left to the mercy of wild beasts) the 
same was fed by certaine birds, which vsed to feed vpon or 
neere those waters. But I take this tale to be like that of 
Lupa the harlot that fostered Romulus. For some one or other 
adioyning to this Lake had the charge and fosteridge of this 
child, who being perchance but some base and obscure 
creature, the moth6r might thereby hope the better to couer 
her dishonour and breach of vow; notwithstanding which 
she was cast from the top of her Temple into the Lake 
adioining, and (as the Poets haue fained) changed by Venus 
into a fish, all but her face, which still held the same beauty 
and humane shape. It is thought that from this Derceta the 
inuention of that !doll of the Philistims (called Dagon) was 
taken: for it is true, that Dagon had a mans face, and a 
fishes body: into whose Temple when the Arke of God was 
brought, the I doll fell twice to the ground: and at the 
second fall there remained only the Trunck of Dagon, the 
head being broken of: For so St. Hierome hath conuerted 
that place. J7atablus, Pagninus, and Junius write it by Dagon 
onely, which signifieth a fish, and so it only appeared: the 
head thereof by the second fall being sundred from the 
body. 

For my selfe I rather thinke, that this Dagon of the 
P hilistims was an I doll representing Triton, one of those 
imaginary Sea-gods vnder Neptune. For this Citty being 
maritimate (as all those of the Philistims were, and so were 
the best of Phcenicia) vsed all their deuotions to Neptune, and 
the rest of the pettie Gods which attended him. 
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§4. Of her expedition into India, and death after discomfiture: 
with a note of the improbabilitie of her vices. 

But for her Pedigree I leaue it to the Assyrian Heralds: and 
for her vitious life I ascribe the report thereof to the enuious 
and lying Grecians. For delicacie and ease do more often 
accompanie licentiousnesse in men and women, then labour 
and hazzard do. And if the one halfe bee true which is 
reported of this Lady, then there neuer liued any Prince or 
Princesse more worthy of fame then Semiramis was, both for 
the workes she did at Babylon and elsewhere, and for the 
warres she made with glorious successe: all but her last 
enterprise of India; from whence both Strabo and Aria nus 
report that she neuer returned: and that of all her most 
powerfull Army there suruiued but only twenty persons: the 
rest being either drowned in the riuer of Indus, dead of the 
famine, or slaine by the sword of Staurobates. But as the 
multitude which went out are more then reason hath 
numbred: so were those that returned lesse then could 
haue escaped of such an Army, as consisted of foure millions 
and vpwards. For these numbers which she leuied by her 
Lieutenant Dercet.eus (saith Suidas) did consist of Foot-men 
three millions; of Horsemen one million; of Charriots 
armed with hookes on each side one hundred thousand; of 
those which fought vpon Camels as many; of Camels for 
burden two hundred thousand; of raw Hides for all vses 
three hundred thousand; of Galleies with brazen heads three 
thousand, by which she might transport ouer Indus at once 
three hundred thousand souldiers: which Gallies were 
furnished with Syrians, Phcenicians, Cilicians, and men of 
Cyprus. These incredible and impossible numbers, which 
no one place of the earth was able to nourish (had euery 
man and beast but fed vpon grasse) are taken from the 
authority of Ctesias whom Diodorus followeth. But as the 
one may be taxed with many friuolous reports: so Diodorus 
himselfe hath nothing of certainty, but from Xerxes c::xpedi
tion into Greece and afterwards: whose Armie (though the 
same was farre inferior to that of Semiramis) yet had it 
weight enough to ouerlode the beliefe of any reasonable 
man. For all Authors consent, that Xerxes transported into 
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Greece an Army of 1700000. and gathered together (therein 
to passe the Hellespont) three thousand Gallies, as Herodotus 
out of the seuerall Prouinces whence those Galleies were 
taken hath collected the number. 

But of what multitude soeuer the Armie of Semiramis con
sisted: the same being broken and ouerthrown by Stauro
bates vpon the banks of Indus, canticum cantauit extremum: 
she sang her last song; and (as Antiquity hath fained) was 
changed by the Gods into a Doue, (the bird of Venus) whence 
it came that the Babylonians gaue a Doue in their ensignes. 

§5. Of the Temple of Belvs built by Semiramis: and of the 
Pyramides of .digypt. 

Among all her other memorable and more then magnificent 
workes (besides the wall of the Citty of Babylon) was the 
Temple of Bel, erected in the middle of this Citty, inuironed 
with a wall carried foure-square of great heighth and beauty, 
hauing on each square certaine brazen gates curiously en
grauen. In the Core of the square she raised a Tower of a 
furlong high, which is halfe a quarter of a mile; and vpon it 
againe (taking a Basis of a lesse circuit) she set a second 
Tower; and so eight in all, one aboue an other: vpon the 
top whereof the Chald.eans Priests made the obseruation of 
the starres, because this Tower ouer-topped the ordinary 
cloudes. 

By beholding the ruines of this Tower haue many 
Trauailers beene deceiued; who suppose that they haue 
seene a part of Nimrods Tower, when it was but the Founda
tion of this Temple of Bel: (except this of Bel were founded 
on that of Nimrod.) There were burnt in this Temple one 
hundred thousand talents of frankincense euery yeare (saith 
Herodotus). This Temple did Nabuchodonosor adorne with the 
spoiles of Hierusalem, & of the temple of Salomon: all which 
vessels & ornaments Cyrus redeliuered. This Temple Zerxes 
euened with the soile; which Alexander is said to haue 
repaired by the perswasions of the Chald.eans. I deny not 
that it might haue been in his desire so to do; but he enioyed 
but a few yeares after Babylon taken, and therefore could 
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not performe any such worke. The Aigyptians (saith Proclus) 
inhabiting a low and leauell ground, and giuen to the same 
superstition of the stars that the ChaU:eans were, erected in 
imitation, and for the same seruice and vse, the Pyramides 
by Memphis, which were conspicute vndique nauigantibus, 
saith Plinie. 1 Of these Pyramides Bellonius a carefull obseruer 
of rarities (who being in Aigypt mounted by steps to the top 
of the highest) maketh this report. Le meilleur archer qui 
seroit a sa sommite, et tirant vne jleche en l' air, a peine pouroit 
l' enuoyer hors de sa base qu' elle ne se tombast sur les degrez. 
The best Archer standing on the top of one of these Pyramides, 
and shooting an arrow from thence into the aier as farre as he 
can, with great difficulty shall be able so to force the same, but 
that it will fall vpon some of the degrees or steppes. 

I In Historia natura/is, xxxvr 12: 'conspicuous to travellers approaching 
from any direction'. 


