
BOOK I, CHAPTER X 

Ch. X. Of Nimrod, Belvs, and 
Ninvs: and of memorable thinges 
about those times 
§I. That Nimrod was the first after the jioud that raigned like 

soueraigne Lord ... 

§2. That Nimrod, Belvs, and Ninvs were three distinct persons. 

§3. That Nimrod, not Assur, built Niniue ... 

§4. Of the acts of Nimrod and Belvs, as farre as now they are 
knowne. 

§5. That wee are not to meruaile how so many Kingdomes could 
bee erected about these times ... 

§6. 0 f the name if Belvs . . . 

§7. Of the worshipping of Images begunne from Belvs in Babel. 

§8. Of the Warres ofNinvs: and lastly of his warre against 
Zoroaster. 

Ch. XI. Of Zoroaster, supposed 
to haue beene the chiefe Authour 
of Magick Arts; and of the 
diuers kinds of M agicke 
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§I. That Zoroaster was not Cham, nor the first inuentor of 
Astrologie, or of Magicke: and that there were diuers great 
Magitians of this name. 

§2. Of the name ofMagia: and that it was ancientlyfarre diuers 
from coniuring, and Witchcraft. 1 

Now for Magicke it selfe; which Art (saith Mirandula) pauci 
intelligunt, multi reprehendunt, Few vnderstand, and many 
reprehend: Et sicut canes ignotos semper allatrant, As dogges 
barke at those they know not: so they condemne and hate the 
things they vnderstand not: I thinke it not amisse (leauing 
Ninus for a while) to speake somewhat thereof .... 

Magus is a Persian word primitiuely; whereby is exprest 
such a one as is altogether conuersant in things diuine. And 
(as Plato affirmeth) the art of Magicke is the art of wor
shipping God. To which effect Apollonius in his Epistles 
expounding the word t-tayo> saith, that the Persians called 
their Gods t-tayov>: whence he addeth that Magus is either 
o twra cpvaw 0Eo> or (}EpaTTEVrYJ> 0Ewv (that is) that Magus is 
a name sometime of him that is a God by nature; sometimes 
of him that is in the seruice of God: in which latter sense it 
is taken Matt. c. 2. v. 1. And this is the first and highest 
kinde: which Piccolominie calleth diuine Magicke: and these 
did the Latines newly intitle sapientes or wisemen: For the 
feare and worship of God is the beginning of knowledge. 
These Wisemen the Greekes caU Philosophers: the Indians 
Brachmans: which name they somewhat nearely retaine 
to this day, calling their Priests Bramines; among the 
LEgyptians they were termed Priests; with the Hebrewes 
they were called Cabalistes, Prophets, Scribes, and Pharisees: 
amongst the Babylonians they were differenced by the 
name of Chaldteans: and among the Persians Magicians . ... 

A second kinde of Magicke was that part of Astrologie, 
which had respect to sowing and planting, and all kinds of 
agriculture and husbandrie: which was a knowledge of the 

I In another section not made available here (1 xi 6), Ralegh expounds the 
'diuers kindes of vnlawfull Magick', including necromancy, theurgy, and 
especially witchcraft. But the distinctions attempted in these two sections are 
fundamental to his interpretation of 'magic'. 
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motions and influences of the Starres into those lower 
elements .... 

The third kinde of Magicke containeth the whole Philo
sophie of nature; not the brablings of the Aristotelians, but 
that which bringeth to light the inmost vertues, and draweth 
them out of natures hidden bosome to humane vse, Virtutes in 
centro centri latentes, Vertues hidden in the center of the center, 
according to the Chymists . ... 

In all these three kindes which other men diuide into 
foure, it seemeth that Zoroaster was exceedingly learned: 
especially in the first and highest. For in his Oracles hee 
confesseth God to bee the Creatour of the V niuersal: he 
beleeueth of the Trinitie, which he could not inuestigate by 
any naturall knowledge: hee speaketh of Angels, and of 
Paradise: approueth the immortalitie of the soule: teacheth 
Truth, Faith, Hope, and Laue, discoursing of the Abstinence 
and Charitie of the Magi: which Oracles of his, Psellus, 
Ficinus, Patritius, and others haue gathered and translated. 

Of this Zoroaster, Eusebius in the Theologie of the Phte
nicians vsing Zoroasters owne wordes. Htec ad verbum scribit: 
(saith Evsebivs) Deus primus incorruptibilium, sempiternus, 
ingenitus, expers partium, sibi ipsi simillimus, bonorum omnium 
auriga, munera non expectans, optimus, prudentissimus, 
pater iuris, sine doctrina iustitiam per doctus, natura perfectus, 
sapiens, sacr,e natur,e vnicus inuentor, &c. Thus writeth 
Zoroaster, word for word. God the first incorruptible, euerlast
ing, vnbegotten, without parts, most like himselft, the guide of 
all good, expecting no reward, the best, the wisest, the father of 
right, hauing learn' d iustice without teaching, perfect wise by 
nature, the only inuentour thereof. ... 

§3. That the good knowledge in the ancient Magicke is not to 
be condemned: though the Deuill here as in other kinds hath 
sought to obtrude euill things vnder the name and colour of 
good things. 

Seeing therefore it is confessed by all of vnderstanding, that 
a Magician (according to the Persian word) is no other then 
diuinorum cultor & interpres, A studious obseruer and expounder 
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of diuine things: and the art it se]fe (I meane the Art of 
naturall Magicke) no other, quam natura/is Philosophite 
absoluta consummatio, Then the absolute perfection of natural! 
Philosophic: Certainly then it proceedeth from common 
ignorance, and no way sorteth with wise and learned· men 
promiscue, and without difference and distinction, to con
found lawfull and praise-worthy knowledge with that 
impious, and (to vse S. Paules wordes) with those beggerly 
rudiments, which the Deuill hath shuffied in, and by them be
witcheth and befooleth gracelesse men. For if we condemne 
naturall Magicke, or the wisedome of nature, because the 
Deuill (who knoweth more then any man) doth also teach 
Witches and Poysoners the harmefull parts of hearbs, 
drugges, minerals, and excrements: then may wee by the 
same rule condemne the Physition, and the Art of healing. 
For the Deuill also in the Oracles of Amphiaraus, Amphilo
chus, Trophonius, and the like, taught men in dreames what 
hearbs and drugges were proper for such and such diseases. 
Now no man of iudgement is ignorant, that the Deuill from 
the beginning hath sought to thrust himselfe into the same 
imployment among the ministers and seruants of God, 
changing himselfe for that purpose into an Angell of light. 
He hath led men to ldolatrie as a doctrine of religion; he 
hath thrust in his Prophets among those of the true God; 
he hath corrupted the Art of Astrologie, by giuing a diuine 
power to the Starres teaching men to esteeme them as Gods, 
and not as instruments. And (as Bunting obserueth) it is 
true, that iudiciall Astrologie is corrupted with many 
superstitions: but the abuse of the thing takes not away the 
Art; considering that heauenly bodies (as euen generall 
experience sheweth) haue and exercise their operation vpon 
the inferiour. For the Sunne, and the Starre of Mars doe 
drie; the Moone doth moisten, and gouerne the Tides of 
the Sea. Againe, the Planets, as they haue seuerall and 
proper names, so haue they seuerall and proper vertues : 
the Starres doe also differ in beau tie and in magnitude; and 
to all the Starres hath God giuen also their proper names, 
which (had they not influences and vertues different) needed 
not: He counteth the number of the Starres, and calleth them 
by their names. But into the good and profitable knowledge 
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of the celestiall influences, the Deuil ceaseth not to shuffle 
in his superstitions: and so to the knowledge of the secret 
vertues of nature hath he fastened his doctrine of Characters, 
numbers, and incantations; and taught men to beleeue in 
the strength of wordes and letters: (which without faith in 
God are but inke or common breath) thereby either to 
equall his owne with the all-powerfull word of God, or to 
diminish the glorie of Gods creating word, by whom are all· 
thinges .... 

§4. That Daniels misliking Nabvchodonosors condemning of 
the Magicians doth not iustifie all their practises. 

§ 5. The abuse of things which may be found in all kinds, is not 
to condemne the right '1.JSe of them. 

§6. OJ the diuers kindes of '1.lnlawfull Magick. 

§7. Of diuers waies by which the Deuill seemeth to worke his 
wonders. 

§8. That none was euer raised from the dead by the power of the 
Deuill ... 

Ch. XII. Of the memorable 
butldings of Ninvs, and of his 
wife Semiramis: and of other of 
her actes 
§r. Of the magnificent building of Niniue by Ninvs: and of 

Babylon by Semiramis. 
But to come backe to Ninus the amplifier and finisher of 
Niniue: whether he performed it before or after the ouer
throw of Zoroaster, it is vncertaine. As for the Citty it selfe, 


