
INTRODUCTION 

Discovery of X-rays 

On the 8th of November 1895 Professor W. C. Rontgen (1845-1923) discovered 
an unknown kind of rays, which he called X-rays. 

While he was busy with experiments on the behaviour of cathode rays in 
Hittorf-Geissler-Crookes' tubes (glass bulbs in which the air has been evacuated 
to a very high degree) he happened to notice that some barium-platino-cyanide 
crystals lying near the tube had become strongly fluorescent. Rontgen studied 
this phenomenon and decided that it was caused by a hitherto unknown radia
tion. 

On December 28th, 1895 in Wiirzburg, he made the first announcement of 
this radiation in a paper entitled: 

"Dber eine neue Art von Strahlen" (About a new kind of rays). His presen
tation of the facts was so convincing as to leave no doubt that a new kind of 
radiation had indeed been discovered. Moreover Rontgen had already thorough
ly investigated - as appeared later - the most important properties of this 
new radiation. 

The discovery of X-rays ranks as one of the greatest discoveries of the last 
century. They were later also termed Rontgen rays to commemorate his name 
(G : Rontgenstrahlen; F :rayons X; Sp : rayos X). There are several biogra
phies of W. C. Rontgen, which give particulars of his great discovery, inter
spersed with much information about that period and his private life.* 

* Rontgen was born in Remscheid-Lennep (near Wuppertal), a town which is worth visiting 
for its own intrinsic charm. A Rontgen museum has been founded near the house of his birth 
and here it is possible to see many instruments and documents of his time. The museum is 
constantly kept up to date and demonstrates the development of X-ray technique through
out the years. A visit to the place may be warmly recommended. 

See also Glasser 0.: Wilhelm Conrad Rontgen and the early history of the Rontgen rays, 
and Glasser 0.: Dr. W. C. Rontgen (ed. Charles C. Thomas, Springfield, Illinois). 
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