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MEETINGS

Eye movements and attention in Durham and beyond
Smith, D. (2016). Oculomotor Readiness and Covert
Attention. Workshop conducted at the meeting of The
Experimental Psychology Society, Durham, UK.

The Experimental Psychology Society (EPS) of the UK
normally holds meetings 3 times a year. Just before this year’s
meeting in the ancient and lovely university town of Durham,
the EPS sponsored a workshop of talks and posters on
“Oculomotor Readiness and Covert Attention” that was deftly
organized by Daniel Smith.

That we can separate our locus of attention from our
locus of gaze was first demonstrated by Helmholtz in the
mid-nineteenth century. In his Bartlett lecture, Posner
(1980) highlighted this distinction between overt and co-
vert orienting and between two types of control of
orienting which he called exogenous (also referred to as
bottom-up and reflexive) and endogenous (also referred to
as top-down and voluntary). He further demonstrated how
the four modes of orienting implied by this 2 × 2 dichoto-
my, and the relations among them, could be explored
objectively.

The meeting began with two historical presentations. John
Findlay reviewed the background behind a University of
Durham project (Shepherd, Findlay & Hockey, 1986) that
was celebrating its 30th anniversary. Raymond Klein then pre-
sented the background behind, disproofs of, and outgrowths
from his 1980 “oculomotor readiness hypothesis” for endoge-
nous covert orienting. The remaining talks were given by youn-
ger scholars (you can see their abstracts at the Workshop
website: https://www.dur.ac.uk/psychology/research/eps-orca-
workshop/) who, using behavioral and neuropsychological
methods, are advancing our understanding of the relations
among the different modes of orienting identified 36 years
ago by Posner.—Dr. Raymond Klein.
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