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                                    Abstract
Graves’ disease is the most common cause of hyperthyroidism. It is an autoimmune disease. The body produces stimulating antibodies against the thyroid-stimulating hormone (TSH) receptors on the thyroid gland. This results in stimulation of the thyroid to produce excessive amounts of the two thyroid hormones, triiodothyroniine (T3) and thyroxine (T4). The thyroid is no longer under the normal feedback control of pituitary TSH. Increased levels of T3 and T4 circulate in the bloodstream and affect the function of most organ systems in the body. The active hormone at the level of the cell nucleus is T3. Although both hormones are secreted by the thyroid, much of the secreted T4 is converted to T3 in peripheral tissues.
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