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to achieve better local control and could influence the
choice of adjuvant treatment (https://doi.org/10.1245/s104
34-021-10986-z).

Repeat sentinel node biopsy after mastectomy is a
nonstandard procedure. This practice can represent a safe
option to detect and remove occult axillary disease in order

Technical Features and Oncological Outcomes
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The latest NCCN Breast
Cancer Guidelines still
discourage repeat sentinel
node biopsy after mastectomy
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Methods

* 89 patients with local
recurrence of breast cancer
after mastectomy

« No distant metastases

« Clinically and ultrasound
negative axilla

« No previous axillary dissection

Vicini, et al. Ann Surg Oncol.
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Results
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* 999, successful sentinel

node biopsy

* 149, metastatic sentinel node

* 82% additional axillary nodes

involved after a positive
sentinel node

* 96.7% Overall survival
* 84.49, Disease-free survival

* No axillary relapse after

axillary dissection
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Conclusions

Repeat axillary sentinel node
biopsy after mastectomy can
represent a safe option to
detect and remove occult
axillary disease which would
otherwise not be excised/
irradiated in order to achieve
better local control and could
possibly influence the choice
of adjuvant treatments
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