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DEAR EDITOR:

With great interest, we have read the phase 2, random-

ized, clinical trial published in the Annals of Surgical

Oncology (2011;18(6):1575–81) by Yang et al. Great

efforts have been made to prove that synchronous gastric

peritoneal carcinomatosis (PC), cytoreductive surgery

(CRS) ? hyperthermic intraperitoneal chemotherapy

(HIPEC) with mitomycin C 30 mg, and cisplatin 120 mg

may improve survival with acceptable morbidity.

It is interesting that cases in the CRS ? HIPEC group

have a 4.5-month longer median survival than that in CRS

group (P = 0.046) with a median follow-up of 32 months.

As the desirable result, this study may affect the decision of

whether HIPEC should be used for cases with gastric PC or

not. They did great work.

However, in our opinion, improper annotations at the

bottom of the Fig. 1a and b were published. The appella-

tions of the two groups are inconsistent with the

explanations in the text. It is important for a correct fig-

ure to convey a desirable result, or a misunderstanding

could be made.
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