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Abstract

In this paper, we prove uniform optimal-order error estimates for
characteristics-mixed finite element methods for two-dimensional
convection-dominated diffusion equations. The generic constants in the error
estimates do not explicitly depend on the scaling diffusion parameter &, but depend
linearly on certain Sobolev norms of the true solution. Combining the estimates with
the stability estimates of the true solution, we prove that these constants depend
only on the initial and the right-hand side data. Numerical experiments are presented
to confirm our theoretical findings.
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1 Introduction

The characteristics-mixed finite element method is an efficient numerical scheme fre-
quently used to solve the two-dimensional advection-dominated transport problem and
tends to generate accurate numerical solutions for both the concentration and the flux if
large time steps are used. Much research has been conducted on the error estimates of the
characteristics-mixed finite element method in the context of linear convection-diffusion
equations [1-3] or coupled systems for flow and transport in porous media [4—6]. Nu-
merical examples suggest this kind of methods is effective and efficient. In particular, the
characteristics-mixed finite element methods proposed in [1, 4, 5] are mass-conservative,
which is crucial in the practical applications. However, owing to the use of mixed elliptic
projections whose estimates depend inversely on the diffusion coefficient ¢, the corre-
sponding error estimates derived for these methods should also depend on the inverse of
¢ and could blow up when ¢ approaches zero.

In order to overcome these difficulties, in this article, enlightened by the ideas in [7-10]
for the Eulerian-Lagrangian localized adjoint method and the modified method of charac-
teristics, we use an interpolation operator and Raviart-Thomas projection to replace the
mixed elliptic projections and prove the uniform error estimates for characteristics-mixed
finite element schemes for time dependent convection-diffusion equations with a periodic
boundary condition. In these estimates, the generic constants depend linearly on certain
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Sobolev norms of the true solution but not explicitly on €. Moreover, we take advantage of
the stability estimates of the true solution and we prove the constants in these estimates
depend only on certain Sobolev norms of the initial and the right-hand side data.

This article is organized as follows. In Section 2, we revisit the characteristics-mixed
finite element scheme. In Section 3, we derive the uniform error estimates for the low-
est Raviart-Thomas rectangle mixed finite element. In Section 4, combining the stability
estimates of the true solution, we prove the constants depend only on the initial and the
right-hand side data. In Section 5, we conduct the numerical experiments to verify our
theoretical results. In Section 6, we summarize our main results and present the future
work.

2 Characteristics-mixed finite element scheme

We consider the following two-dimensional convection-diffusion equation:

(a) % +u(x,t)-Vc—¢eV- (D(x, t)Vc) =f(x,t), (xt)eQx(0,T],
ot (2.1)

(b) ¢(x,0)=co(x), x€L,

with a periodic boundary condition [8, 9, 11]. Here x = (x,y) and 2 = [a3,a,] X [b1,b;] is a
rectangular domain, 2 represents the boundary of Q. u(x, £) = (u1(x, £), u(x, t))’ accounts
for the velocity of the flow, where (,...,)" denotes the transpose of a vector. The parameter
0 < & <« 1 characterizes the advection-dominance of problem (2.1). f represents a source
term, ¢y is the initial concentration and c is the e-dependent unknown function. D denotes
the diffusive coefficient tensor and satisfies e x'x < x'Dx < Bx'x andaox'x < x'D7'x <
Box'x forany x = (1, x2)’ € R?, where «, ag, B and By > 0 are four positive constants.
Let H*(2) denote the usual Sobolev space, provided the norm || - ||, for s > 0. Whens = 0,
we use || - || to denote the corresponding L?-norm. Furthermore, for any x € (L2(R2))?, we
define the space L2(Q2) = {x : g3 X € (L*(2))*}, with the norm || x || 2(q) = g3 | x|l. For any
Banach space X, we introduce the following spaces that incorporate time dependence [12]:

al

whten 0 = fos | 27

ELp(tl,tg),Oflfk,l Epfoo},

YEoU "’V( BIE dt)n 1<p<oo,

atl
a,, SHlx, p=oo.

IV gy 000 =
P2 o<k ess SUP ;e 4y 10) 12

To derive the characteristics-mixed variational formulation for problem (2.1), we let

1 1
V(xt) = 1+ uxt)?)2 = 1+ud(x,t) + u3(x,£))2, and let the characteristic direction asso-
ciated with the operator ¢; + u(x, ) - Vc be denoted by 7(x, £), so the total derivative along

Tis
) 1 0 u(x,t)
T YD) ot YD)
_ 1 3 " Ml(x! )i n MZ(X)t)i
Y00t Yt dx Y(xt) dy

therefore (2.1a) can be written in the following form:

wg—i -eV-(DVe)=f, xt)eQx][0,T].
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We define the space H = {x : x € (L?(R))%,V - x € L*(Q)} and let z(x, ) = —eD(x,t) V.
Then the mixed variational formulation corresponding to (2.1) is to find (z,¢c) : (0, T] —
H x L*(Q) such that

(a) (Wg—:V>+(V-z,v)=(f,v), ve LX),

(b) (D’lz, x)-¢V-x)=0, xe€H, (2:2)

() c(x,0)=co(x), x€Q.

Take notice of the positive definiteness of D™!. We use the Brezzi theorem to obtain the
existence and uniqueness of solutions of system (2.2).

Now we define a uniform rectangular partition of Q denoted by Tj: x; = a1 + iAx,
i=0,1,..,1,y =b +jAy, j=0,1,...,]. Here Ax = (ay — a1)/I, Ay = (b, — b1)/]. For
any Q; € Ty, let Q; = (xim, %) % (yi_1,9) and 7 = /(Ax)? + (Ay)?,
Y1 = 0 +9))/2.

In this paper, we use the following lowest Raviart-Thomas rectangle mixed finite element

X1 = (i + %12,

spaces [13]:

Hy, = {x = (x1, x2) € H: xilg, = ¢ + cix and xalg, = ¢ + €3y, 2 € To},

Vi ={veLX(9Q): Vlg; = Cg € Q0(22:), 5 € T},

where Qx(2;) (k > 0) denotes the space of polynomials of a degree less than or equal to k
in each space direction and cfj (I=0,1,2,3,4) are constants.

To define the discrete scheme for problem (2.2), firstly, we use a uniform partition to
divide the interval [0, T]: t" = nAt, 0 < n < N, where At = T/N. Based on this partition,
we define a discrete norm as follows:

3
ig) . (2.3)

Next, we consider a time step Af > 0 and approximate the solution at times ¢” = nAt.

N
W Wz20, 70200 = (Z AtHX (t")
n=1

The characteristics derivative is approximated by a backward difference quotient along
the approximate characteristic t in the time stepping procedure [11].
Let

x=(x7) =x-u(x,t")At

= (x— w1 (x, ") AL,y — up (x, ") At),

and note that

L c(x, ") - c(x,t"")
0 " Ix=DP + (- 1)
_e(x ") —e(x, ")
=

For simplicity, we use ¢” and ¢”! to replace c(x, ) and c(X, £"!), respectively.
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So the characteristics-mixed finite element scheme is the determination of the map
(zn,cp) : {t°,84,...,tN} — H;, x Vj, satisfying

Cn_z,n—l
(a) (%;W)*‘(V'ZZ,Vh):(fn»Vh), vi€Vi,1<n<N,

(b)  (D'zxn) (V- xu) =0, xy€HLO<n<N, 24
(© cn(x,0)=con(x), xeQ.

The following theorem gives the existence and uniqueness of the solution of the discrete
scheme (2.4).

Theorem 2.1 (see Theorem 2.1 of [2]) Ifthe coefficient D(x, t) is uniformly positive definite,

then there exists a unique solution of (2.4).

3 Uniform error estimates for the discrete scheme
In this section, we derive the uniform error estimates for the lowest Raviart-Thomas rect-
angle mixed finite element for problem (2.1) enclosed with a periodic boundary condition.
In order to achieve this goal, we introduce the following projections at first:

We define Ryv € Qy(€2;) to be the piecewise constant interpolation for any v € C (517),
ie.

th(x)y) = V(xi_%yy]‘_%)' (3‘1)
Let ITj, be the Raviart-Thomas projection (see [13]) satisfying

(V ' (X - HhX), Vh) =0, wye Vh; (3.2)

and

lx —uxll < Qhllx . (3.3)

Letn =z-T1,z, &, = 1z—2y, p = c— Ryc and e, = R, —¢;,. Then the following estimates
are well known for k = 0,1 (see [14, 15]):

1ol @y < Q™ llell ey (3.4)
lvall < Qi llvall, v e Py, (3.5)
where all constants Q are independent of s and . Moreover, we denote by P the space

of polynomials of a degree less than or equal to k (k > 0).
Combining (3.3) with the assumption z = —¢ V¢, we have

171l Lo r2(e)) < €QAllc]lLoo (12 (3.6)

With the help of these preliminary results we are in a position to prove the uniform error
estimates for ||c — ¢y || 0z2) and ||z -z, llz22)- By (2.2), (2.4) and (3.2), we obtain the error
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equations in the following form:

@ (D& xp) —e(epV-xu) =e(p V- x1) = (D", x1), x4 €Hp

ey —ept
n
(b) ( A ,vh>+(V.§h,Vh) (3.7)
- En—l 9" Ion _ ﬁn—l
- ) - (22— 0), eV
< A Ve V’“) ( At V’“) Y

We choose x, = &/ and vj, = €]} in (3.7a) and (3.7b), respectively. We multiply (3.7b) by
¢ and add (3.7a) and (3.7b) together to yield

—lgn @n n eZ—éZ_l
(Dn Eh:Eh) + E<eh> >

At
n_ sn-1
) 5)
At

+e(p™, V- &) - (D;,'n",&). (3.8)

o ac"
=¢lef, ——y”
< WA v ot

By the results of [2], we get
& 1" < a+Qanfe|” (3.9)

Combining (3.9), the left-hand side of (3.8) is bounded by
(D—lsn sn) ref e 62 _EZJ
n Sh Sh N

& -1 =n—
> o) - @8 + ol gl

> 2o (e - - Qa0 ) +ao 87 310)

where we use the following inequality in the first step:

1

R E :

( g _yz) + 5(96—)/)2 =(x—y)x, foranyx,yeR.

N[ =

We plug (3.10) into (3.8) and use triangle inequalities to obtain

&

gl =+ an]e ) + e[

ct—¢rt ac"
8<ez’ a Y ar)

; pn _ 151'1—1
e\ —ar

=

+le(0", V- £5)|

+| (D", &7) |- (3.11)
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Next we begin to estimate the right-hand side of (3.11) term by term. The first and fourth
terms in (3.11) are bounded directly by Holder’s inequality and the results derived in [11]:

—n-1
"= ac"
s(eZ, AR

At ar
82¢ ||? e 9
saQH— At+ = |er||’, (3.12)
> L2(Qx[e1,¢m]) 2” "
(G ARl TR e (313)

Due to the discontinuity of e} and the influence of ¢ in the third term on the right-hand
side of (3.11), we are unable to employ either the H-duality in [11] or the method in [2] to
bound this term. Fortunately, Chen et al. proposed an effective method to overcome these
difficulties. In Lemma 3.5 of [16], an H'-function ¢;' was found to approximate €]} and the
error estimate of ¢ — e} in the L?(2)-norm was derived. We now introduce this result by
the following lemma.

Lemma 3.1 (see [16]) If e} satisfies
Dy &5 xn) —€(€h V- xn) =€(0", V- xu) = (D7'0" X n)s (3.14)

then there exists a function {]' € H'(2) and some constant Q independent of h, n and ¢,

such that
lei], < Qe (3.15)
I = en]| < Qn(||ey | + Alich oo ur))- (3.16)

Based on Lemma 3.1, we set out to estimate the third term. We rewrite p” — 5"! as the
sum (p" — p" 1) + (p"! = p"1) and apply the triangle inequalities to get

n_ zn-1 n_ ,n-1 n-1 _ —=n-1
o, " —=p < (P =P o P I3 e
At - At At

< Ll
= 2 h

& + &

pn _ pn—l
At

pn—l _ ﬁn—l pn—l _ ﬁn—l
(T,Q}: T:(}? - 32

Q8h2 "
<& [ el e el

€
2

+& + &

Qy wa e
+ e = L]

h —
+ %(Hez | + Bllel o) | 077 = 7. (3.17)

Following [2], we have

”pn—l _ 15;1—1 ||_1 < Q”pn—l ||At and Hpn—l _ ﬁn—l ” < Q“pn—l || (318)
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We take these two estimates in (3.17) and suppose / = O(A¢) to yield

n_ ~n-1 h2 t"
(6250 ) < of % [ et aeselo 14

h
e o (Il Hetie) + el

&

8h2 t" .,
<ol [ ladiaeel )

+ eh] el + ehzncnim(m)}

1 (" )
<Qob?(; [ Nl telE e ) + el @9
th—

The second term in (3.11), resulting from the replacement of the mixed elliptic pro-
jection by the interpolation operator, cannot be estimated straightforwardly by Holder’s
inequality, (3.4) or the inverse inequality (3.5). However, a straight estimate would bring
about a suboptimal-order estimate owing to the appearance of V - &]. Hence, this term
needs to be re-estimated by some new techniques.

In order to bound the second term, we use Taylor’s expansion to prove Lemma 3.2, which

plays an important role in raising the convergence rate.

Lemma 3.2 Let R, be the piecewise constant interpolation of v € H*(Q). Then the following
estimate holds:

(v =Ry, w) < QR VIl wll,  w € Vi (3.20)
Here Q is a constant independent of h.

Proof We sum the left-hand side of (3.20) by parts

v=Ryv,w) = - Z/ (Ry — Dv(x, y)wdx dy. (3.21)
ij VS

By Taylor’s expansion, we have the following expression for v € H 2(Qij):

¥l v Vil v
Ry = Dv(x,y)lg, = / ’ o (vy)dn +// ’ v (x,y2) dy»
x 1 y 2

Y (-5 9%
+ —— W y)drdy. (3.22)
x y 37/13)’2

We use (3.22) to replace (R, — I)v(x,y) in (3.21), and we can get

/ (Ry — Dv(x, y)wdxdy
Q

i

¥l Qv
- f w / 2 O ) dy drdy
Qij x ayl
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%1
+/ w/ —(x,yz)dyldxdy
Qi 92

‘l
/ f / (vir o) dys dy, dxdy. (3.23)
8)/18

We estimate the third term at first, and use Holder’s inequality to obtain

i1
/ / / ’ VI»VZ)d)/Z dyidxdy < Qh2||W||Q Ivil2,q;- (3.24)
Qy 31/1

We need only to bound the first term on the right-hand side, since the second one can be
bounded by symmetry. Note that fx’:‘_l (x—x,_ %) dx = 0. We have

(Vl)y) dyr dXdJ"

?Cl 1
VZZ z,y)dzdy dx dyl
< Qh2||W||szi,-||V||2,Q,-,- (3.25)
Combining these estimates, we obtain the lemma. O

Now we use Lemma 3.2 and the inverse inequality (3.5) to bound the second term on
the right-hand side of (3.11) by

(6,9 80)| = QeI 11, 19 - £1] < Qe 8]
< QI el + 2517

2 (3.26)

Qo
= Q8h2”c”ioc(1_12) + Z ”EZ

where the relationship 0 < &2 < ¢ < 1 has been used.
Putting (3.12), (3.13), (3.19) and (3.26) into (3.11) and rearranging, we have

£ 5 o

iGN T DR

2
dt

n
2 82

= Q{ | |* + e l|Cl oo g2 + 8At/ =3

-1

1 [
+ 8h2<5/ ||ct||fdt + ”C”iooaﬂ)) } + gQ”eZ ||2 + sQHezﬂ ”2
t

n—

Multiplying =3+ 28 with the above inequality, summing from 7 = 1 to # = N and selecting the
initial as ch(O) = R;,c(0), we obtain

N
e ” +e oot 3 1&5 ]
n=1

T N
+ ehz(/(; llc:I13 dt + ||C||%OO(H2)> + QSAtZ [ ”2

n=0
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N T 92,2
_ 2
§Q{s ALY +h2||c||§m(H2)+(At)2/ o |
n=1 0
T N
2
+ i ( / leell? de + ||c||§mw2))} + QALY e
0 n=0
2 (11 112 2 o 3¢
= Q{h (”C”LOC(HZ) + ”Ct”LZ(Hl)) + (At) ﬁ L2(L2)}'
By the Gronwall lemma, for sufficiently small A¢, we have
lenlzoe2) + 1€l 22,
9%c
=QiAl - +h(llellsou) + lleelzem) - (327)
0T 12(12)

Combining the estimates for p and 7 in (3.4) and (3.6) with (3.27), assuming / = O(Af)
and applying triangle inequalities, we obtain the following theorem.

Theorem 3.3 Let (z,c) and (zy,cn) be the solutions of (2.2) and (2.4), respectively.
Then the following e-uniform estimate holds for h = O(At) and ¢ € L*(0, T; H*(R2)) N
H2(0, T; H'(Q):

lle = callooqz2) + 1z = zall 202,

2

d0“c
oo

572 + h(llcll oo g2y + ||Ct||L2(H1))}' (3.28)

L2(L2)

Here the constant Q is independent of ¢, h and At.

4 Error estimate based on the data

We have proved the uniform optimal-order error estimates for the lowest Raivart-Thomas
rectangle mixed finite element. In this section, we will restrict these estimates by the initial
¢o and the right-hand side data f.

Theorem 4.1 If D € (WL(0, T; W3 (Q))%, u € (W0, T; W2>(Q)))?, f € HY(0, T;
H3(Q)) and cy € H3(Q), then the following error estimate holds:

lle = cullzou) + 1z = zall 22,
< Qfh(licollz + If lze2)) + At(llcolls + Il ar)) }- (4.1)
Here the constant Q is independent of ¢, h and At.
Proof We need to restrict |||l zoo(z12), lcll 21y and || % l12(z2) by co and f. Firstly, we bound

llcll oo r2)- We integrate equation (2.1a) that is multiplied by ¢ on € and combine Green’s

formula with the periodic boundary condition to yield

1d ., 1 )
—— DVe¢,Ve) =(f, —(V.u,c). 4.
2dt”c|| +&(DVe,Ve) = (f,c) + 2( u c) (4.2)
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We note the boundedness of D, multiply (4.2) by 2 and integrate the resulting equation

from O to ¢ to obtain
‘ 2 ‘ 2
llell® + 2aa/ [Vels)| ds < llcoll® + / If )| ds
0 0
! 2
+ (L + [lallzoo (o ) / |ets)|” ds. (4.3)
0

By the Gronwall lemma, we have

ey + Vel g2y < Qullel + 11222, (4.4)

_ 1
where Q; = T i2a]”

We differentiate equation (2.1a) with respect to x and y, respectively, and we have
Cix+Uy-Vet+ru- Ve, —eV - (DVc) —eV - (DV¢,) = f; (4.5)
and
cy+u,-Ve+u-Ve,—eV-(D)Ve) - eV - (DVey) =f,. (4.6)

Multiplying (4.4) by c, and (4.6) by c,, integrating the resulting equations over £ and

summing them, we derive
1d N
VT Vcll® + e(DVey, Vey) + e(DVey, V)

= (Vf,Ve) = (VuVe, Vo) + %(v ‘w,(Ve)®) —e(DyVe, Vey) —e(Dy Ve, Vey),  (4.7)

where we use Green’s formula and the periodic boundary condition again. By Cauchy’s

inequality, we have

1d
E%IIVCII2 +ae(IVel® + 1Vey %)

=

N =

1 1
VA1 + (5 +IVullewe) + SV - ulliege)

D + ||D
s I Dxllzoo(zooy + || y||L°°(L°°)>”VC”2
20

< = IVFI* + QI Vel (4.8)

N =

2
Lw(wl,oo) .

We multiply the above inequality by 2, integrate it from O to ¢ and use Gronwall’s lemma

Here Q = 5 + 5 [l oo (oo + 5 1Dl
to yield

Vel w2y + @& (IVexllZa ) + 1V 1722)) < leoll? + IF 172, (4.9)
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We use the same method to derive the following bounds:

ae(”VCxx”iZ([}) + 2||vcxy||§2(L2) + ”chyHEZ(LZ))
2
+ V(YO o2y < Qa(llcoll3 + f 132512, (4.10)

ae(”VCxxxHEZ(LZ) + ”chxy”zZ(LZ) + ”chyy”iZ(Lz) + ”chyyHI%Z(LZ))

+ |C|ioo(H3) = QB(”C()Hg + ”f”iZ(H?))) (411)
~ 5101 oo (12,00, ~ 9
Here Q3 = 1 + 2[[uf o2y + ——,—— and Qs =1 + (4 + 2Q3)(5llulloo(soey +
Z|D|? )
o Loo(W3.00)/0

By the estimates (4.4), (4.9), (4.10) and the definitions of the H?-norm and the H>-norm,
we derive the two inequalities

2
”C”%OO(HZ) = ||C||ioo(L2) + ”VC”%OO(LZ) + ”V(VC) HLOQ(LZ)
<1+ Qu+ Q) (llcoll3 + I 172 4p2)) (4.12)
and

2 2 2
”C”LOO(HB) = ”c”LOO(HZ) + |C|L°°(H3)

<1+ Qu+ Q3+ Qu)(llcoll3 + If 1F23))- (4.13)

Therefore, we have

llellzoorzy < Qs(llcolla + I Nl z2¢2)) (4.14)

and
llellzoozy < Qo(licolls + I l2s3))s (4.15)

where Q5 = /1 + Q1 + Q3 and Qg = /1 + Q1 + Q3 + Qa.
In order to bound ||¢¢||;2(;11), We use equation (2.1a) to express ¢; and apply the estimates
(4.10) and (4.14) to gain

lleell 2 mny = Hf— u-Ve+eV- (DVC)||L2(H1)
= |lf||L2(H1) + ”u”LDO(leOO)”VC”Lz(Hl) + 8||D||L°°(W2v°°)”VC”LZ(Hl)
+ 8”D”LOO(WLOO)(”Cxx”LZ(Hl) + 2l ey ll 2y + ||ny||L2(Hl))
= |lf||L2(H1) + (||“||LOC(WL°°) + 5||D||L°°(W2v°°))”C”LOO(HZ)
4Qs3
t DIl o0 ooy (1ol + 1l 2 ar2))

< Q(lcollz + Ifll 22, (4.16)

where Q; =1+ Qs||u| zoo(wr00) + (5Q5 + A‘%)HDHUO(WMQ). Similarly, we have

lleell 2y < Qs(licolls + If ll2a))- (4.17)
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Here Qs =1+ (Qs + 22 /Qs + S28) | Dl e y0) + Qo 10l -

To prove the bound of || f;ri; l12(z2), we differentiate the governing equation in (2.1) with
respect to ¢ and express ¢ in terms of the spatial derivatives and combine (4.16) with
(4.17) to obtain

leall 22y = |fi = @Ve)e = &(V - (DVO)), [ 122,
< Willi2g2) + 2Mallwroegzos) el ey + 40D oo pioe) el )

< Qo(llcolls + f i 3))- (4.18)

Here Q9 =1+ 2Q7 ||u|| wloo(rooy + 4'Q8 ||D|| WLoo(yleo).
2
Note that | ng l2¢2) < Qllcull2(z2), s0 combining (4.14) with (4.16) and (4.18), we ob-

tain (4.1). a

5 Numerical experiments
In this section, we carry out numerical experiments to verify our theoretical results. The
initial data are chosen as

T
Q=[-0505] x[-05,05,  T=%, u=(-4, 4x), D=1,

and the exact solution is given by

( " 0.004
cx,y, =
P = 0,004 + det
(x cos(4t) + ysin(4t) + 0.25)? + (—x sin(4¢) + y cos(42))?
X expq — . (51)
0.004 + 4et
Let £ = 0. Then we get the initial value
(% +0.25)% + y?
,Y) = - L 52
co(x,y) exp{ 0.004 (5.2)

By inserting (5.1) into equation (2.1a), we derive the source term f = 0.
In our numerical convergence analysis, we use the lowest Raviart-Thomas rectangle

mixed finite element space to fit the convergence rate

|ex, T) = cn(x, T) | < Qu(h + At),

|||z(x, T) —z;(x, T)|||L% < Qu(h + AD).

Here we choose % = At and ¢ = 0.001,0.0005,0.0001,0.00005. The results are pre-
sented in Tables 1-2 which show that we nearly obtain the same convergence rates and
constants for different €. This suggests that our derived error estimates do not depend
explicitly on ¢ as predicted by Theorem 3.3. Furthermore, these results show that the
characteristics-mixed finite element scheme possesses the first-order accuracy in space

and time as predicted by the theorem in Section 3.
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Table 1 The convergence rate for ||c - ¢ || in the two-dimensional case

h=At llc=cnll

€ =0.001 & =0.0005 € =0.0001 € =0.00005
1/16 0.0025 0.0025 0.0026 0.0026
1/32 0.0017 0.0017 0.0017 0.0017
1/48 8.8193e-04 8.6351e-04 8.6170e-04 8.6252e-04
1/64 6.7982e-04 6.5229e-04 6.4625e-04 6.4692e-04

Convergence rate 0.9512 Constant Q; = 0.0205

Table 2 The convergence rate for ||z-z|| 2 in the two-dimensional case
€

h= At lz-zall, 2
&
e =0.001 & =0.0005 € =0.0001 € =0.00005
1/16 4.8981e-04 5.0423e-04 5.1575e-04 5.1719e-04
1/32 3.1965e-04 3.3192e-04 34191e-04 34317e-04
1/48 1.5467e-04 1.6197e-04 1.6828e-04 1.6911e-04
1/64 1.1503e-04 1.2055e-04 1.2548e-04 1.2614e-04

Convergence rate 1.0526 Constant Q = 0.0041

6 Concluding remarks

In this paper, we use the lowest Raviart-Thomas rectangle mixed finite element to approx-
imate problem (2.1) and derive the uniform error estimates for the characteristics-mixed
finite element schemes. Furthermore, combining the stability estimates of the true solu-
tion, we prove the generic constants depend only on the initial and right-hand side data.
In the end, we conduct numerical experiments to certify our theoretical results. However,
we see that the analysis in this paper is carried out on a rectangular domain with a uniform
rectangular partition, the extension to the irregular region with a triangulation is open for

future work.
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