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Abstract

In this paper, we investigate the initial value problem for a semi-linear wave equation
in n-dimensional space. Under a smallness condition on the initial value, the global
existence and decay estimates of the solutions are established. Furthermore, time
decay estimates for the spatial derivatives of the solution are provided. The proof is
carried out by means of the decay property of the solution operator and a fixed
point-contraction mapping argument.
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1 Introduction
In this paper, we investigate the initial value problem for the following semi-linear wave
equation:

U — At — Aty + 1y = V(1) (1.1)
with the initial value
t=0:u=1u(x), u; = u1(x), (1.2)

where u = u(x, t) is the unknown function of x = (x1,...,%,) € R” and ¢ > 0. The term u;
represents a frictional dissipation, and the term Ay corresponds to the rotational inertia
effects. W (1) is a smooth function of u and satisfies W () = O(|u|?) for u — 0.

Equation (1.1) is an inertial model characterized by the term Au,. Without this inertial

term Auy, (1.1) is reduced to the semi-linear wave equation with a dissipative term,
Uy — Au+ uy = V(1) (1.3)

The initial value problem for (1.3) has been extensively studied, we refer to [1-6], and [7].
The analysis for (1.3) will be much easier than for (1.1) since the associated fundamental
solutions to (1.3) are similar to the heat kernel and exponential decay in the high frequency
region. In fact, the decay structure of (1.3) is characterized by

ReA(§) < —cl€P/(1+ |E%). (1.4)
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The decay structure of (1.1) is characterized by
Re () < —cl&*/(1+ [&%)". (15)

The linear term u, is relatively weak compared with the one given by the damping term

—Au,. For the latter case, the equation becomes
U — Au — Autt — Aut = \Ij(u).

In the case, the decay structure of in this case is characterized by (1.4). The dissipative
structure that is characterized by (1.5) is called the ‘regularity-loss’ type. This dissipative
structure is very weak in the high frequency region, so that even in a bounded domain
case it does not give an exponential decay but a polynomial decay of the energy.

If the nonlinear term W(u) is replaced by W(u,), then (1.1) becomes

U — Au — Autt + U = ‘*I’(ut). (1.6)

The global existence and the asymptotic behavior of the solutions to the problem (1.6),
(1.2) with L' data were established by Wang et al. [8]. Later, Wang and Wang [9] proved
the global existence and the asymptotic behavior of the solutions to the problem (1.6), (1.2)
with L2 data. The analysis for the problem (1.1), (1.2) is much harder than the problem (1.6),
(1.2), since the decay estimate of i, is better than that of u.

The main purpose of this paper is to establish the global existence and decay estimates
of solutions to (1.1), (1.2). We prove the global existence and the following decay estimates
of the solutions to the problem (1.1), (1.2) for n > 1:

|9k u(e))|

a1 = CEo(L+ £)54 (1.7)

for k>0, 2k + [”7*1] <s,and s> [”T*l] + 2. Here Eq := |luo |l gsnzt + let1 |l gsqpt is assumed to
be small. Our proofis carried out by a fixed point-contraction mapping argument, relying
on the decay estimates for the linear problem.

The study of the global existence and asymptotic behavior of solutions to dissipative
hyperbolic-type equations has a long history. We refer to [2—4, 6, 7] for the damped wave
equation. Also, we refer to [10, 11] and [8, 9, 12-16] for various aspects of dissipation of
the plate equation.

We give some notations which are used in this paper. Let F[u] denote the Fourier trans-

form of u defined by

) = Flu] - / e 5 u(x) dx,

RrR7

and we denote its inverse transform by F~1. For a nonnegative integer k, 3¥ denotes the
totality of all the kth order derivatives with respect to x € R”.

For 1 < p < oo, L” = L’(R") denotes the usual Lebesgue space with the norm | - ||z».
Let s be a nonnegative integer, H* = H*(R") denotes the Sobolev space of L? functions,
equipped with the norm || - ||zs. Also, CK(I; H*) denotes the space of k-times continuously
differentiable functions on the interval I with values in the Sobolev space H* = H*(R").
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Finally, in this paper, we denote every positive constant by the same symbol C or ¢ with-
out confusion. [-] is the Gauss symbol.

The paper is organized as follows. The decay property of the solution operators to (1.1)
is in Section 2. Then, in Section 3, we discuss the linear problem and show the decay
estimates. Finally, we prove the global existence and the decay estimates of solutions for

the initial value problem (1.1), (1.2) in Section 4.

2 Decay property of solution operator
The aim of this section is to establish decay estimates of the solution operators to (1.1).
Firstly, we derive the solution formula for the problem (1.1), (1.2). We investigate the linear
equation of (1.1):

Uy — A — Auy +u; =0, (2.1)

with the initial data (1.2).
We apply the Fourier transform to (2.1), (1.2); it yields

(1+ &)k + @1, + 1€ = 0, (2.2)

t=0:u=uo(§),  =im(f). (2.3)
The corresponding characteristic equation of (2.2) is

(L+[EP)A%+a+[E]*=0. (2.4)
Let A = A+ (&) be the solutions to (2.4). It is not difficult to find

-1+ /T-4EPA+[EP)

re(§) = 20+ D) (2.5)
The solution to (2.2), (2.3) in the Fourier space is then given explicitly in the form

W&, t) = GE, 1) (&) + in(§)) + HE, )it (), (2.6)
where

B ) o 1 © _ o

o Tme ) a7
and

N ) — 1 @t _ re©)t

H(E ) = A+(E)_L(S)((lJrM(s))e (1+2_(8))e ). (2.8)
Let

Gx,t) = F[G(g, )] (%)
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and
H(x,t) = F[H(E, )] (),

where F~! denotes the inverse Fourier transform. Then we apply F~! to (2.6), and it yields
u(t) = G(t) * (ug + uy) + H(t) * ug. (2.9)

Now we return to our nonlinear problem (1.1), (1.2). By the Duhamel principle, the prob-

lem (1.1), (1.2) is equivalent to
u(t) = G(t) * (g + uy) + H(t) * ug + /t G(t—1)*(1- AW (uw)(r)dr. (2.10)
0

Next, we consider the linearized problem (2.1), (1.2) and derive the pointwise estimates
of solutions in the Fourier space, which were already obtained in [8]. For the reader’s con-

venience, we give a detailed proof.

Lemma 2.1 Let u be the solution to the linearized problem (2.1), (1.2). Then its Fourier

image U verifies the pointwise estimate

(&, 0)|” + [, 0P < Ce @ (|in (@) + |io(®)]), (2.11)

for & e R" and t > 0, where w(§) = (IJ“”;'T 7

Proof By multiplying (2.2) by 7, and taking the real part, we deduce that

| &

{(L+1€P) i ” + 1E17 1} + i) = 0. (2.12)

N =
QU

t

We multiply (2.2) by i and take the real part. This yields

| &

{187 + 2(1 + 1€ *) Re(irei)} + [E12120 = (1 + [€1%)3]* = 0. (2.13)

N =
QU

t

Then by (2.12) and (2.13), we have

dE+F—O (2.14)
dt T ’

where
1 _
E=(1+ Ifflz)zlﬁtl2 + [5 +(1+ IEIZ)IEIZ] lit* + (1 + |€]%) Re(@,11)
and

F= (L4 (8Pl + 12
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Let
Eo = o> + |2
It is easy to see that
C(1+£1)*Ey < E < C(1+|£]*)’E,.

Noting that F > |£|2E, and with (2.15), we obtain

F > cw(§)E,
where
P
*®)= T epe

Combining (2.14) and (2.16) yields

d
ZE +cw(§)E <0.
Thus

E(&,1) < e EVE(E,0),

Page 5 of 14

(2.15)

(2.16)

which together with (2.15) proves the desired estimate (2.11). Then we have completed the

proof of the lemma.

O

Lemma2.2 LetG(£,t) and H(E,t) be the fundamental solution of (2.1) in the Fourier space,

which are given in (2.7) and (2.8), respectively. Then we have the estimates

’2 < Ce—cw(z})t

G, 0 +|Gi&, 1)
and

|, 0 + |H,(,1)|" < Ce "

for& e R" and t > 0, where w(§) = (1+|f$||22)2'

Proof If i19(£) = 0, from (2.5), we obtain

wE,t) = GEDIME), 1) = GiE Din(E).

Substituting the equalities into (2.11) with Zy(§) = 0, we get (2.17).
In the following, we consider 7 (§) = 0; it follows from (2.5) that

e, ) = (GE 1)+ HED)oE),  (E,t) = (G(&,0) + H(E,0) ko ().

(2.17)

(2.18)
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Substituting the equalities into (2.11) with #;(§) = 0, we get
|G(&, 1) + HE 1) + |Gi6,0) + Hi(6,0)|” < Ce e,
which together with (2.17) proves the desired estimate (2.18). The lemma is proved. O
Using the Taylor formula and (2.7), (2.8), we immediately obtain the following.

Lemma 2.3 Let G(S,t) and H (§,t) be the fundamental solutions of (2.1) in the Fourier
space, which are given in (2.7) and (2.8), respectively. Then there is a small positive number
Ro such that if |§| < Ry and t > 0, we have the following estimates:

|H(E,1)| < ClePeéP 4 cee, (2.19)

|Gi(&,0)] < ClePe ™ + Ce, (2.20)
and

|H,(8,1)] < ClE|*e P 4 Cee, (2.21)

Lemma 2.4 Letl <p <2andk > 0. Then for | > 0 we have

|056(0) % ¢, = A+ 5 D8 g0 + CAL+ )72 050, (222)
and
|0k (@) + v |2 < CA+ 755 D5yl + CA+0)7F |05y . (2.23)

Moreover, we have

n

|05G.() % 9] ,» < CA+ )%

D5 gl + C 074 [0 224)

1
p

and

1

n k
|5 H ) 9] 1o < CA+ 772732y + CQ 1) 2 04y o (2.25)
Proof The proof method of Lemma 2.4 has been used in many papers, we refer to [8] and

[17].
We only prove (2.23). It follows from the Plancherel theorem that

|k H () %y |, = / £ PHAE |9 ) de
R’l
_ / EHEGE, o[98 e
|£1=<Ro

. / e o ) de
|£]=Ro
2 +D, (2.26)

where Ry is a positive constant in Lemma 2.3.
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In the following, we estimate /7. Using (2.19) and the Holder inequality, we obtain

h=cC f |s|2k+4e*C‘€'2f<&<s>\2ds+c/ £ ke (€[
[£1<Ro |£1<Ro

= C” |5|2k+4€_d§|2[”Lq(|g|gze0) ”I/}@)HEP’ + CH |$|2k€_Ct”Lq(|g\5RO) ”‘&(E)”ip”

2

wherel + 2 =1and 2+ L =1.
q P pp

By a straightforward computation, we get

|| |E|2k+4e_cm2t“Lq(“’:‘SRO) = C(l + t)_%[—k_z

and

< Ce™.

g2
1€ 1% cle! t”L‘I(\SISRO) =

The Hausdorft-Young inequality gives

V@), <l

Thus, we have

L<C+0 % 2y
= CA+ 0 2y 2, 2.27)

Note that w(€) > c|&|~2 when |£| > Ry. By (2.17), we arrive at
heC Pt e
[&]1=Ro

< C sup (jg[ e ™) /E B £ 26D |3 6) [ de
>R

|€1=Ro

<c@+o! ok, (2.28)

Combining (2.27) and (2.28) yields (2.23). Thus we have completed the proof of the

lemma. O

3 Decay estimates of solutions to (2.1), (1.2)

In the previous section, we observed that the decay structure of the linear equation (2.1)
is of the regularity-loss type. The purpose of this section is to show the decay estimates of
the solutions to (2.1), (1.2) when the initial data are in H* N L!.

Theorem 3.1 Lets > 0 and suppose that uy, u, € H*(R") N LY(R"). Put

Eo = lluoll st + Nt l| gsppr -

Then the solution u(x,t) of the linear problem (2.1), (1.2), which is given by (2.9), satisfies
the decay estimate

k
2

|8k u(t) engt) < CEo(L + DR (3.1)

[
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for k>0 and 2k + [”T*l] <. Moreover, for each j with 0 < j <1, we have

n_k_;
(N0 HHs—zk—[”TH]*Zi = CE(L+ )72 32
for k>0 and 2k + [”T*l] +2j<s.

Remark 3.1 In addition to the above decay estimates, we also have

|95 oty < CEoL4 527, 0 << [Z] (33)
k _k_; . n
||3x Mt(t)| 2k < CEo(L+1)727, 0<j< i 1 (3.4)

Proof The proof of (3.1)-(3.4) is similar. We only prove (3.1). Owing to (2.9), to prove (3.1),
it suffices to prove the following estimates:

n_k
[0XG(2)  ui | ezt < CA+ 07472 g [, (3.5)
_n_k
||8§G(t) * U ||Hs—2k—[”T+l] < CA+1t) % 2 lugll gsnrrs (3.6)
and
n_k_; .
||89]C<H(t) *Uo | Hs—zk—["T‘fl]_zj S C(l + t)_4 2 ]HMO “HSDLI: 0 f] S 1 (37)

Firstly, we prove (3.5). Let k > 0 and / > 0, we have from (2.22) with k replaced by k + &
and withp =1

n_keh _L
|05 G@) w1 ]|, < CA+ 67372 [lugllpn + CA+ )72 95wy o,
where [ > 0 and k + /1 + [ < 5. We choose [ as the smallest integer satisfying % >q+ 15‘, ie.
[ > 5 + k. Thus, we take [ = ["T*l] + k. It follows from k + h + [ < sthat 1 <s -2k — ["T*l].
Then we have

_n_k
||8§+hG(t) * 1 ”L2 <CA+6)7 2 2 lug |l ggsnrt

forO<h<s—2k- [”T*l]. Then (3.5) is proved.
Similarly, we can prove (3.6).
Finally, we prove (3.7). Let k > 0 and / > 0. It follows from (2.23) that

|05 E1 () 5 uo | o < 1+ ) F 5 Mgl + CA+ 87205 ug | o,

where/>0andk+h+1[<s.

Let 0 <j < 1. We choose [ as the smallest integer satisfying 5 > 2 + % +j. Thus we take

l:[”T*l]+k+2j.Fromk+h+l§s,weobtain

05h§s—2k—[n;1]—2j.
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Then we have

n_k_:
=CA+6) 5727 luol s

o H(E) 5 uo |
forO0<h<s-2k- [”T*l] —2jand 0 <j < 1. This proves (3.7). The theorem is proved. [
4 Global existence and decay estimates
The purpose of this section is to prove the global existence and the decay estimates of
solutions to the initial value problem (1.1), (1.2). Based on the existence and the decay
estimates of the solutions to the linear problem (2.1), (1.2), we define

& ={u e C([0,00); H*(R")) : [lull¢ < 00},

where

HS—2k=2j>

(4]
llullg = Z sup(1 + t)g"% ”8fu(t)| 5ot T Z Z sug)(l + t)gﬁu Bffu(t)}
>

olkm<s =0 j=0 2k+2j<s 1=

where

1
Q(k,n):2k+|:n;r ]

For R > 0, we define

En={ueX: ule <R},
where R depends on the initial value, which is chosen in the proof of the main result.

Theorem 4.1 Letn>1,0>1+ %, and s > ["T”] +2. Assume that ug, u; € H*(R") N LY(R").
Put

Eo = lluollpsn + Nl ll rsppa -

IfEy is suitably small, the initial value problem (1.1), (1.2) has a unique global solution
u € C°([0,00); H*(R")).

Moreover, the solution satisfies the decay estimate

]S_'
||89]c<u(t)| pps-2k-2 = CEy(1+1)27 (4.1)

Jork>0,0 <j<[7], and 2k + 2j <s. Also, we have

|0524(8) oo < CEo(1+8)7473 (4.2)

HS-¢

fork>0and o(k,n) <s.
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Proof We shall prove Theorem 4.1 by the Banach fixed point theorem. Thus we define the
mapping

Mul(8) = G(£) * (uo + wr) + H(®) % o + fot Gt —1) % (1 - A) "W (u)(1)dr
and

Mo(t) = G(t) * (uo + mr) + H(®) * up.
For Vv, w € &, we arrive at

Mv](E) - MIwl(¢) = /0: G(t—1)x(1-A) (¥ - ¥(W)(x)dr.

For W(u) = O(|u|?), it is not difficult to get the following nonlinear estimates (see [18]):

[ (¥ ) = ww) |,

<Clww 2 ([ 2[5 =wl 2 + [of 0w v = wils2) (43)

and

[ () = W) -

= e (1w |80 =W o + 3502w 2 v = wilzee). (4.4)
If u € X, the Gagliardo-Nirenberg inequality gives
| ()]0 < Cllulle@ +7)72. (4.5)
Firstly, we shall prove
|05 (M) = M) || sty < CA+ D27 )| v = wlle, (4.6)
where 0 <j < [7], k> 0,and 2k +2j <s.
Assume that k, j, m are non-positive integers. Let j < [2] and 2k + 2j < s. We apply 0*™
to M[v] — M[w]. This yields
oy (MIv] = M) @) 2
< /02 |05 Gt — 1) % (1= A) (Y (V) = W(W)) (1) > d7
+ /jH RGt-1)x (1= A (VW) - ¥W))(1)| p dT
5

L5+ (47)
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By (2.22), we obtain

n_k+m

t
2
hsC/ (I+t-1) 42
0

|\Il(v) —W(w) ”L1 dt
3
!
+ C/ Q+t-—1)"2 || 8;‘*”’*1_2 (\IJ(V) - lIl(w)) ||L2 dr
0
A
=Ju + /2 (4.8)
Using (4.3) and (4.5), we arrive at
W) - e, < Clow)s lv-wle@+7)~36, (4.9)
Noting that 6 >1 + % for n=1,2 and 0 > 2 for n > 3, using (4.9), we deduce that
_n_k 0-1
Ju<CQl+t)ya2 ”(V, w) ”5 lv—wle. (4.10)
Ifk+m+1-2<s, (4.4) gives
ok 2 (W) - W) ()] 2 < C[ W) Iy = wille (L + 1) 3CD. (4.11)
Take [ = k + 2j + 2. By (4.11) and noticing 6 > 2, we obtain
k_; _
Ji2 < CA+6) 27| w)|| % v - wle

with 0 <m <s-2k -2j.
Combining (4.10) and (4.11) yields

Ji< CA+ 857w |5 v =wie

with 0 <m <s-2k—j. We apply / =2 and p =1 to the term J,. This yields
¢ n m
R [ oot o (v - o)), dr
3

+ C/; AL +t—1)Hak ™ (W(v) - ¥(w))(7) |2 dt =:Jo1 + Jaa. (4.12)

2

It follows from (4.3) and (4.5) that
|5 (W) = ww) |, < Clww)|5 Iv=-wle@+7) 80285, (4.13)

where 0 <j < [g] and 2k + 2j <s.
Since § >1 + % for n=1,2 and 0 > 2 for n > 3, using (4.13), we obtain

Jor < CL+ 0757 w) |5 v - wle

forOij[g]and2k+2j§s.

Page 11 of 14
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If m < s — 2k — 2j, we apply (4.4) to get
|05 (W) = W W) ()] .2 < C[ W) Iy = wle (@ + 7) 4003, (4.14)
which yields
Jor < CA+ 0737 o w) [ v = wlle,

where 0 <m <s-2k-2j.
Thus

o< CL+ 057 mw) |2 v = wlle. (4.15)

We immediately get (4.6).
In the following we prove

|05 (MIv] = MW O | i < CA+ 755 [, m)| 5 v = wile, (4.16)

where o(k,n) <s.
Assume that k and m are nonnegative integers and o(k, n) < s. Applying 85" to M[v] —
M{w], then (4.7), (4.8), and (4.10) still hold. Now we estimate Jj,.
If k + m+ [ -2 <s, westill have (4.11). Taking / = o(k, n) — k + 2, then we obtain
n_k —
Ji2 < CA+ 6 55 w3 v = wle. (4.17)
Combining (4.10) and (4.17) yields
_n_k 0-1
h=<Cl+t) 12 || (v, w) ||g lv-wle. (4.18)
Similarly, we have (4.12). Since o(k, n) <, in view of (4.3) and (4.5), we get
— n k
Jof(w0) = ww) |, = Clewe v -wile (14 073003,
which yields

Jor < C+ ) F 5 w3 v - wil.

Since [| 0% (W (v) — W (W) |2 < [|85(¥(v) — W (w))||gm, by using (4.4), (4.5) and noticing
that o(k, n) <s, we have

a5 (W) = W) |2 = 0w [ Iy = wile(@ + £)7301743,
which yields

Jor < CA+ 643 |, w) | 2 v = wlle.
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Thus
B<C+ o 5| w5 v = wle. (4.19)

Equations (4.18) and (4.19) give (4.16).
It follows from (4.6) and (4.16) that

| M= Mwl| . < C| w7 v -wle. (4.20)
Thus for v, w € Xz, we have
M= Mw]| . < CR v - wlle.

On the other hand, M[0](¢) = M(¢) is a solution of the problem (2.1), (1.2). From The-
orem 3.1, we know that

||M0(t)||g < Gk,

if Ey is suitably small.
We take R = 2C,Ey. If E; is suitably small such that R <1 and C;R < %, then we arrive
at

1
| M- MO = Sy = wle.
Therefore, for v € Ex, we have
1 1
M| < [Mo(®)] ¢ + 7= GEyr SR=R.

Thus u — M [u] is a contraction mapping on Ex, so there exists a unique u € Ey satisfying
M([u] = u. Therefore, the initial value problem (1.1), (1.2) has a unique solution u satisfying
the decay estimates (4.1) and (4.2). We have completed the proof of the theorem. O
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