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Fig. 1 a To the left, the lamprey or “flute-fish” exhibits a striking structure composed of a cylindrical body, having
cylindrical “holes” with translational symmetry along the dorso-ventral boundary, and one large anterior circle (the
mouth), located around the axis of symmetry. To the right, a typical human profile. In higher vertebrates, head flexure
locates the mouth, nose, eyes and ears along a deformed anterior tube. b The flexure of the neural tube, as invoked by
Wilhelm His (1831–1904). The flexure of the neural tube (Right), is supposed to be analogous to the flexure of a rubber
tube (Left) (©Michael Holtz/Photo12)

The original article can be found online at https://doi.org/
10.1140/epje/s10189-022-00184-4.

a e-mail: vincent.fleury@univ-paris-diderot.fr (corre-
sponding author)

Figure 1b is missing from the pdf version of this arti-
cle; the figure should have appeared as shown below.
The original article has been corrected.
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Open Access This article is licensed under a Creative Com-
mons Attribution 4.0 International License, which permits
use, sharing, adaptation, distribution and reproduction in
any medium or format, as long as you give appropriate credit
to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to
the Creative Commons licence, and indicate if changes were
made. The images or other third party material in this arti-
cle are included in the article’s Creative Commons licence,
unless indicated otherwise in a credit line to the material. If
material is not included in the article’s Creative Commons
licence and your intended use is not permitted by statu-
tory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need
to obtain permission directly from the copyright holder.
To view a copy of this licence, visit http://creativecomm
ons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.
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