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Abstract In this work we present the minimal supersym-
metric extension of the five-dimensional dilaton-gravity the-
ory that captures the main properties of the holographic dual
of little string theory. It is described by a particular gauging
of N/ = 2 supergravity coupled with one vector multiplet
associated with the string dilaton, along the U (1) subgroup
of SU(2) R-symmetry. The linear dilaton in the fifth coor-
dinate solution of the equations of motion (with flat string
frame metric) breaks half of the supersymmetries to A" = 1
in four dimensions. Interest in the linear dilaton model has
lately been revived in the context of the clockwork mecha-
nism, which has recently been proposed as a new source of
exponential scale separation in field theory.

1 Introduction

Besides its own theoretical interest, little string theory pro-
vides a framework with interesting phenomenological con-
sequences. It offers a way to address the hierarchy when the
string scale is at the TeV scale [ 1-3], without postulating large
extra dimensions (in string units) but instead an ultra-weak
string coupling [4,5]. Recently, interest in the holographic
dual to LST (the linear dilaton model) has been revived in
the context of the so-called clockwork models [6-8] which
address the exponential scale separation in field theory in a
new way [9,10].

Little string theory (LST) corresponds to a non-trivial
weak coupling limit of string theory in six dimensions with
gravity decoupled and is generated by stacks of (Neveu-
Schwarz) NS5-branes [11]. Its holographic dual corresponds
to a seven-dimensional gravitational background with flat
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string-frame metric and the dilaton linear in the extra dimen-
sion [12]. Its properties can be studied in a simpler toy model
by reducing the theory in five dimensions. Introducing back
gravity weakly coupled, one has to compactify the extra
dimension on an interval and place the Standard Model on
one of the boundaries, in analogy with the Randall-Sundrum
model [13] on a slice of a five-dimensional (5d) anti-de Sitter
bulk [1].

Since we know that the bulk LST geometry preserves
space-time supersymmetry, in this work we study the corre-
sponding effective supergravity which in the minimal case
is N/ = 2. In principle, there should be a generalisation
with more supersymmetries, or equivalently in higher dimen-
sions. The A/ = 2 gravity multiplet contains the graviton,
a graviphoton and the gravitino (8 bosonic and 8 fermionic
degrees of freedom), while the heterotic (or typeI) string dila-
ton is in a vector multiplet containing a vector, a real scalar
and a fermion. The corresponding supergravity action [15]
admits a gauging of the U(1) subgroup of the SU(2) R-
symmetry, that generates a potential for the single scalar
field [15,16]. This potential depends on two parameters
allowing a multiple of possibilities with critical or non critical
points, or even flat potential with supersymmetry breaking.
Here, we observe that the vanishing of one of the parameters
generates the runaway dilaton potential of the non-critical
string. This potential has no critical point with 5d maximal
symmetry but it leads to the linear dilaton solution in the fifth
coordinate that preserves 4d Poincaré symmetry. We show
that this solution breaks one of the two supersymmetries,
leading to A/ = 1 in four dimensions.

The outline of the paper is the following. In Sect. 2, we
review the gauged NV = 2 supergravity in five dimensions,
based on the references [14—17], and specialize in the case of
one vector multiplet using the results of the string effective
action of Ref. [18]. In Sect. 3, we present the 5d graviton-
dilaton toy model that describes the holographic dual of
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LST and identify it with a particular choice of the gaug-
ing of the A" = 2 supergravity. We also show that the linear
dilaton solution preserves half of the supersymmetries, i.e.
N = 1 in four dimensions. In Sect. 4, we write the com-
plete Lagrangian, including the fermion terms, depending
on three constant parameters. In Sect. 5, we derive the spec-
trum classified using the 4d Poincaré symmetry and we con-
clude with some phenomenological remarks. Finally, there
are three appendices containing our conventions, the equa-
tions of motion with the linear dilaton solution, and some
explicit calculations that we use in the study of supersym-
metry transformations.

2 Gauged N = 2, D = 5 supergravity

The references used in the following are [14—17], while our
conventions may be found in the Appendix A. In D = 5
spacetime dimensions, the pure N' = 2 supergravity multi-
plet contains the graviton ey, the gravitino SU (2)-doublet
w}’w, where i is the SU (2) index, and the graviphoton, while
the N/ = 2 Maxwell multiplet contains a real scalar ¢, an
SU (2) fermion doublet A’ and a gauge field. Upon coupling
n Maxwell multiplets to pure N' = 2, D = 5 supergravity,
the total field content of the coupled theory can be written as

{er, wig. Ay, 67, (M

where I = 0,1,...,n,a=1,...,.nandx = 1,...,n.
The real scalars ¢* can be seen as coordinates of an n-
dimensional space M that has metric g,, thatis symmetric
for our purposes, while the spinor fields A’“ transform in the
n-dimensional representation of S O (n), which is the tangent
space group of M, so that

8xy = [ f] Sab. )

where f{ is the corresponding vielbein. The bosonic part of
the Lagrangian is

1 1 !
e Lhos = — R(@) — =&xy (™) (@Y $”)

2 2
1

= 3G Fyy P 3

-1

e

+ C”KEMNPEAFI Fl_ AK,
_6 /6 MNLPpy

where e = det(eﬁ'}), o is the spacetime spin-connection,

Gy is the symmetric gauge kinetic metric, Cj g are totally
symmetric constants and the gravitational coupling « has
been set equal to 1. The supersymmetry transformations of
the fermions of the theory are

@ Springer

SYmi = Dy (w)e; + - -+

1. 4)
33 = —SifL e+

where ¢; is the supersymmetry spinor parameter and the dots
stand for terms that vanish in the vacuum.

In fact, the n-dimensional M can be seen as a hypersurface
of an (n + 1)-dimensional space £ with coordinates

gl =gl ", F), 5)

where F is the additional coordinate of £ compared to M. It
can be shown that F is a homogeneous polynomial of degree
three and, more precisely, that

F=pCrxeel ek, (©6)

where 8 = 4/2/3. It can also be shown that, on M, the
scalars ¢* satisfy the constraint

F=1. (7

Moreover,

1
Guz—awwmfmﬂ,ngcum#mﬁvﬁ,
(8)

d )
where 31 = 85_’ and ax = W
symmetric third-rank tensor Ty, on M is covariantly con-
stant for the symmetric M that we will be concerned with

and thus satisfies the algebraic constraint

Finally, we note that the

1
T(l;)y Tzu)w = Eg(xygzu) . )

The gauging of the U (1) subgroup of SU (2) generates a
scalar potential P, with

P =—P3+ PP, (10)

where Py and P, are functions of the scalars ¢* that satisfy
the following constraints due to supersymmetry

Py = —+2BP, an
PO,x;y + B szyPO,z - ﬂzgxyPO =0,

where the symbols “,” and “;” denote differentiation and
covariant differentiation respectively and P, = f{P,. The

functions Py and P, also appear in the fermion transforma-
tions that get deformed due to the gauging, namely
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3 i .
$Ymi = Dy (w)e; + L8 PoTyeijd/ e + - -
1 2./6 .
8}‘? = _Elf)?(a(ﬁx)ﬂ + % PaSijSJkek 4+,

where § denotes the supersymmetry transformation after the
gauging (under which the deformed action is invariant), g
is the U(1) coupling constant, I, is the I"-matrix in five
spacetime dimensions and the dots stand again for terms that
vanish in the vacuum.

Now let us consider the case in which there is only one
real physical scalar s. In the following, we use ¢ to denote the
additional coordinate on £, namely & I — & ! (s,t),1 =0,1.
The effective supergravity related to the 5-dimensional model
for the gravity dual of LST is given by

F=1s>+as>, (13)

where a is a constant parameter. Indeed in the graviton-
dilaton system obtained from string compactifications in
five dimensions, the first term corresponds to the tree-level
contribution (identifying ¢ with the inverse heterotic string
coupling) and the second term to the one-loop correction
[18].1

The solution of the constraint (7) is then

1—as’
r=—5— (14)

and the components of the gauge kinetic metric are

1 1 1 1
Gy = §S47 G = Eas4, Gss = 2 + §a2s4. (15)

We then find that the scalar metric, the Christoffel symbols
and the third-rank tensor (that have only one component each)
are respectively

Q
=&
W

1 31
, ng = _;s Tsss = ES_ (16)

3
gSS_s_27 30

where we have used (9) to compute T 5. The system (11)
takes thus the form

«/§ ,
PS — _7 0
5 (17)
" /
Py + <P — Py =0,

! Note a change of notation between s and # compared to Ref. [18].

whose solution is

1
Py=As+B—
S
3 1
P, :_é <A—2BS—3>, (18)
A 1
Pa — agSSPS — _ES + Bs_z'

where A, B are constant parameters. Using (10) we then find
the potential to be

P=—3A(2s2+B§) (19)

so that the kinetic term and the potential for s take the form

13 A 1

e Laitaton = ———2(8Ms)(8Ms)+3A<—s2+B—>. (20)
2s 4 s

Upon redefining

V3lns = @, 1)

we obtain the Lagrangian for the canonically normalized &

1
e Laitaton = — §<8M<I>>(8Md>)
(22)

3 The 5D dual of LST

The holographic dual of six-dimensional Little String Theory
can be approximated by a five-dimensional model, in which
the Lagrangian in the bulk takes the following form [1]?

b

372

5 A (23)

Wit

M

~ 1 ~ -
e "Lrst = MR — §(aM<1>)(aMo1>) —e

in the Einstein frame, where & is the dilaton and A is a
constant. Upon redefining

~ /3 ~ 1
<1>=\/;<1>, M53=§M§’ (24)

and setting the gravitational coupling « in five dimensions
equaltoone (k2 = 1/M3, where Ms is the Planck mass in five

2 We neglect the remaining spectator five dimensions of the string back-
ground which play no role in the properties of the model relevant for
our analysis.
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dimensions), we obtain the Lagrangian for the canonically
normalized dilaton

1 1 2
e\ Lrsr = SR - 5(aMcp)(aMcb) —eVi%A. (25)
We thus observe that the potential that arises from LST is
equal to the potential in (22) for a scalar that belongs to
a gauged N = 2, D = 5 Maxwell multiplet coupled to
supergravity, upon making the identification

3
Zng2 =—A, B=0. (26)
‘We then have
L A L
Py = Aev3”, P“:—Eeﬁd). 27)

Moreover, it is known that the dilaton potential in (25)
exhibits a runaway behaviour and does not have a five-
dimensional maximally symmetric vacuum, but has a four-
dimensional Poincaré vacuum in the linear dilaton back-
ground

D =Cy, (28)

where y > 0 is the fifth dimension and C a constant param-
eter. The background bulk metric is then

_2
ds? = ¢~ B (udxtdx’ + dy?), 29)

where 7, is the Minkowski metric of four-dimensional
space, under the fine-tuning condition (see Appendix B)

_ 84
=&

To have at least one unbroken supersymmetry, the fermion
transformations must vanish in the vacuum for at least one
linear combination of the supersymmetry parameters. Using
Eq. (27), the fermion transformations (12) take the following
form on the four-dimensional brane (in the vacuum)?

c (30)

- i . gA ik

SYui = —=r (zCFse + =—=¢;;8/ ek)
22 2\/5 1% i \/E L (31)
~ 1 L A ;
5a; = _Eeﬁcy (iCl"Sei + g—ﬁgij5]k€k)'

Upon diagonalizing the second of Eq. (31) and using (30),
we find that N' = 2 supersymmetry is partially broken to
N =1, with

SO +iToh) =0, §GTA + i) ~ il e + 6. (32)

3 The details of this calculation are given in the Appendix C.

@ Springer

We thus identify A + i[3A, with the fermion residing in
a multiplet of the unbroken A/ = 1 supersymmetry and
i3 4+ Ay with the Goldstino of the broken N = 1 super-
symmetry. To determine the dependence of ¢; on y, we con-
sider the fifth component of the first of the Eq. (12) in the

vacuum®
Syrsi = 0sei + ﬂrsmsf"ek (33)
i i 2% ij s
which gives
Sy ey
€1 = e3 €, e = —e23 il5¢€, (34)

where € is a constant symplectic spinor. The above relations
are consistent with the direction of the unbroken supersym-
metry € = —il'5€; from Eq. (32).

4 Final Lagrangian

The Lagrangian of ungauged A" = 2, D = 5 supergravity is

1 1
€_1£ = — ER(CU) - ng)(aM‘px)(aMd)y)

1
— ZG]JFI{M\,FMNJ

1_.
- ElﬁquMNPDNWPi

1-.
— MBS + QI

1 _.

- Eix'“erNwMif;W
1 _.

+ Zh‘;x’“erAf’wMiFip

1 _.
+ Zi@,ab,\l“rMN,\?Fm
—1
e
+ mCHKGMNPEAF@NFr!EAIX
3i iy - Mi
_ﬁh’ [‘/’zlurMsziﬂNiF1€2+2WM’¢:NF/{4N]

+ (4-fermion terms),
(35)

where Q¢ is the spin-connection of the scalar manifold and
hy, h} and ®;,, are functions of the scalars that will be
defined later.

Upon gauging U(1), the Lagrangian acquires the addi-
tional terms

4 The details of this calculation are given in the Appendix C.
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_ l«/—
e\ =—g’P - gWh, TMNy s, Py

8

V2

A’“erMa,,P + 2£A’“xfb5,]Pab,

(36)
and the derivatives become

DM)\'ia + Q/arbaM(pX)\'bl :> (ﬁM)\'a)l

— ia ab x4 bi I ¢ijya @7
= DyA'® + Q0o A7 + gur Ay, 8 )‘j’

where vy is an arbitrary constant vector and

1 :
Pap = 58as Po + 2V 2T e PC. (38)

Using (16) and (27) we find that for a single scalar

P

o
S

ST P = — (39)

0| >

1
Paa = EPO + 2ﬁ(fsa)
Consequently,

30242 2 .
eI = g4 efq>—£gAef WMFMNI//IJV(SZ-J-

gA Llo- igA
Fouge HT W = e i
(40)

In addition, after the gauging, the following equations hold
[15]

Py = 2/’111)1, ¢ = \/EhlaU], (41)

so using (27) we find that

A 1
hle = -y ef

42
W , (42)

1
hl = gvleﬁd),

where we have assumed that v’ v; = 1 for simplicity. It thus
follows that

1
h] = G]_]I’lj = %G{]Ujeﬁcp,
43
hC;EG]jh[a:—iG]jU e% , ( )
242

where we have used the fact that G ; raises and lowers I, J
indices. Moreover,

2/1 ,
Dy = cDIxyf;fl;v = \/;<ngth + Txyzhé)f;fb},
(44)

using which we find that for a single scalar

A
(DIaa = _§

1
Gryv'ei?. (45)

S

Using (15), we find that the final Lagrangian £ = £ + £’
takes the form

g 1 1
e 'L =— Rw)— 5(a,v,cp)(af”qn
1 4
- Zaeﬁq)F}(‘),”\,FMN1
_2 1 4
~1 <e 7® + Eazeﬁcb) FIE,INFMNI
1 - mnp 1=~
- EK”MF DNWP:’ - z)\ YD)»:'

- %(aNcb) UL AT

AD S

_ eﬁ )\.IFMFAP Mi FO
162 Vi Far
A

1
-— —avef +ule” 7 )
8f<

x MTMTAP gy Fp

lAU\/7 7 )\IFMN)\. FMN

1 L
EY) §<§a P pute )
x ATMNy FLy

—1

e
+ ——=CrygeMNPEAEL FT S AK

6/6
_ 31Aue%q>
326

3 [TV E g g + 20 Mg N Fly o+ 4]
3iA
—a?v ef +ule 7 )
16«/_(
% [wjszMNPsziF}l)E +21/‘/Mi1/fiNFI%4N]

38247 20 V6 Lo, |
+ L eﬁ¢—TgAeﬂ®w34FMN¢&5ff
gA Lo o i8A Y
+ 2 e BT ATM ] 8 — S V5 R,
22 T 4 ’
+ (4-fermion terms).
(46)

where A(])V[ and A}w correspond to the graviphoton and the
gauge field of the vector multiplet respectively and we have
set 0 = v” + av!. Since the parameter A appears only
through the combination gA in the additional terms L’

@ Springer
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induced by the gauging, we choose to set A = 1. More-
over, at tree-level we may set a = 0, as discussed in Sect. 2.
The final Lagrangian then takes the form

g 1 1
e\ =— 5R(a)) - 5(8M<I>)(8M<D)

I 2o o _mwno -2® 1 MNI
— e PN — e ST E F

1_. 1o~
- Elﬁ}uFMNPDNI/fPi - zf\'ﬂ)»i

i _.
— 5N ATMTN g
0
T 16v2
1

v
———e¢ A PRirMpAr F!
8\/5 IﬁM, AP

wo 2

S p -
e RTMPAP Yy B,

AP TITMN, Fo

[ FEASUNILPY Fln

5
MNPXA
ef Crjke FMNFPEAA

6\/_
B 3iv° e%@
32./6
X [‘/_’/IQFMNPEI/fNiF?)E +21/_’Mi1/fiNF1(‘)4N]
N 1 1
B 3iv e_ﬁqj
16/6
y [&;’WFMNPEWMF}I’E +21/‘[MiwiNFI%/INi|
3¢2 24 zgf
+Teﬂ ef Vi FMN‘/fN ij
8§ oM, 8 B3
+ e AT 8ii — —=ev3 AM§;;
22 Vil 46 !
+ (4-fermion terms).
47

This Lagrangian has three free parameters: g, v” and v!.

5 Spectrum and concluding remarks

The spectrum of the above model can be decomposed using
the 4d Poincaré invariance of the linear dilaton vacuum solu-
tion and should form obviously N' = 1 supermultiplets. It is
known that every 5d field should give rise to a 4d zero mode
and a continuum starting from a mass gap fixed by the linear
dilaton coefficient C = g/+/2. Using the results of Ref. [1]
and the correspondence (24), one finds that the parameter «
of [1]is given by & = +/3C and that the mass gap Mgy is

@ Springer

= V3 48
gap = mg . (48)
The continuum becomes an ordinary discrete Kaluza—Klein
(KK) spectrum on top of the mass gap, when the fifth coor-
dinate y is compactified on an interval [1], allowing to intro-
duce the Standard Model (SM) on one of the boundaries.
This spectrum is valid for the graviton, dilaton and their
superpartners by supersymmetry. Notice that the 5d gravi-
ton zero-mode has five polarisations that correspond to the
4d graviton, a KK vector and the radion. For the rest of the
fields, special attention is needed because of the gauging that
breaks half of the supersymmetry around the linear dilaton
solution.

Indeed, one of the 4d gravitini acquires a mass fixed by g,
giving rise to a massive spin-3/2 multiplet together with two
spin-1 vectors. These are the 5d graviphoton and the addi-
tional 5d vector that have non-canonical, dilaton dependent,
kinetic terms, as one can see from the Lagrangian (47). Using
the background (28), (29), one finds that the y-dependence
of the vector kinetic terms at the end of the first line of (47)
is exp {#=+/3C} with the plus (minus) sign corresponding
to the 5d graviphoton / = 0 (extra vector I = 1). It
follows that they both acquire a mass given by the mass
gap.

We conclude with some comments on some possible phe-
nomenological implications of the above lagrangian. One
has to dimensionally reduce it from D = 5to D = 4,
upon compactification of the y-coordinate. Moreover, one
has to introduce the SM, possibly on one of the boundaries, a
radion stabilization mechanism and the breaking of the left-
over supersymmetry. An interesting possibility is to combine
all of them along the lines of the stabilisation proposal of [3]
based on boundary conditions.

There are several possibilities for Dark Matter (DM) can-
didates in this gravitational sector. There are two gravitini
that, upon supersymmetry breaking can recombine to form a
Dirac gravitino [19] or remain two different Majorana ones.
Depending on the nature of their mass, the exact freeze-out
mechanism will be different. There are three possible dark
photons A%, AL and the KK U (1) coming from the 5d metric
that could also be DM or their associated gaugini could also
play a similar role, again depending on the compactification
of the extra coordinate, on how supersymmetry breaking is
implemented, as well as on the radion stabilisation mecha-
nism. In general there could be a very rich phenomenology
in the gravitational sector.

Regarding LHC or FCC phenomenology it is going to
depend on how the SM fields are included in this setup, we
will leave that to a forthcoming publication [20]. In general
this theory will have KK massive resonances that could be
strongly coupled to the SM in a similar fashion as in Randall—
Sundrum [13] models.
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Note added After the completion of this work, we received
the paper [21] which contains very similar results.
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Appendix A: Conventions

Our convention for the five-dimensional Minkowski metric
is

Nmn = diag(—, +, +, +, +), (A.1)
where m, n, ... are inert indicesand m = 1, ..., 5. For I'-
matrices we write

1
Con =Tl = E(FmI‘n - I, Th. (A2)
We also have that
I =Ts=iy’ =iy, (A3)

where y7 is the standard y> in four-dimensions, such that in
the Dirac representation

ilaxo 022

The five-dimensional bulk metric of the LST dual is given
by

_Lcy
e 3w Ogx1 -Zcy
gMN = ny —iXCy =e V3 nun. (A5)
Oixa e V3

Appendix B: Einstein equation in 5D

In our conventions, the Einstein equation takes the form

Gun =Tun, (B.1)

where Gy and Ty y are the Einstein and the energy—
momentum tensor respectively. Moreover, we have that

31
Gun =—|:—3M EoNE + 0y oy E

202
. (B.2)
— UMN<31813 - EBIEBZEH,
where E = E(y) = %Cy in our case. This gives
3 /dEB\2 »
Gss = E(E) —2cC (B.3)

In addition,

1 2
Tyn = (O P)(ONDP) —gmN (5(8K®)(8K<I>) +eﬁ¢A),

(B.4)

so Ts5 = %Cz — A. The Einstein equation G55 = Ts5 then
gives

_ 84

C ,
V2

(B.5)

where we have used (26).

Appendix C: Spacetime calculations
In the following M, N, ... are coordinate indices and

n,m, ... are (inert) frame indices of the five-dimensional
spacetime. We have that

EMN = enA}nmnenN- (C.1)

The only non-vanishing components of the vielbein ¢ are
thus

1 1
—Lcy —Lcy
eh=e V8, el=e V5, (C.2)

where w, v, ... are the coordinate and a, b, ... the frame
indices on the four-dimensional brane respectively. More-
over,

2
C
e = gSSeg =ev3 yeg

e =g%ld =0, (C3)
and

av __ UKCI_%CY VK a _ a C4
e =g e =e N €, eub = Nabe,. C4
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Consequently,

JO = (@)Y = By @)eMT™ = Iy ) ()~ T

=C(e) '’ = CeiETS.

(C.5)

Using the second of the Eq. (27), the second of the Eq. (12)
then takes the form (in the vacuum)

1 L A ,
Sh = —zeﬁcy (icr5e,- + g—s,-jafkek). (C.6)

/2

The components of the spacetime spin-connection are
given by

' (e) = Ze[mNeﬁ{,’M] + emAe"PefA,P]eMl. (C.7
Consequently,
a)l“f’(e ( Jas, b] 1 aAebsezA sep—=ethetSel, seul>
=0,
(C.8)
since e® = (). Moreover,
W% () = ( [a5 5] +;eaAESSelA 5€u1>
= (;essez s+ ;e esselj Seub)
= % (ase‘%y) (%3; + e R sash et )
Ly
(C.9)
Similarly, we find that
¥ = 0P =0. (C.10)

Since d,€;1 = 0, we have that (in the vacuum) on the
brane

"' T (C.11)

_C
4 M 23

Then, using the first of the Eq. (27), the first of the Eq. (12)
takes the following form on the brane

Dye;i = 'y Tse;.

s gA
SVui = iCT%; + —e,,5 ek> (C.12)

2f< V2
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while the fifth component of the first of the Eq. (12) takes the
form

F58,’j51 €. (C.13)

~ ig
Sursi = Osei + ——
IPSI 5€i 2«/6
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