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                    Abstract
The scale and intensity of the attacks have been unprecedented even by post-independence Nigeria’s own tragic standards. Between July 2009, when the current campaign of violence against the Nigerian state was initiated, and January 2012, more than 935 people were killed and thousands wounded in 164 attacks by a shadowy Islamist sect.1 Moreover these attacks seem to be intensifying, with more than 253 people killed in 21 attacks in the first 3 weeks of January 2012.2 The Appendix, clearly demonstrates that between 30 December 2010 and 14 July 2014, more than 70 attacks took place.
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