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                                    Abstract
On a Monday, May 3, 1999, The New York Times broke the news of a revolutionary artist-focused philanthropy, the Creative Capital Foundation. With a unique approach to making individual artist grants, the foundation proposed to radically redefine how artists receive validation and reward in the twenty-first century.1 As evidenced by the lengthy feature, “Private Donors Unite to Support Act by the Government,” much of Creative Capital’s buzz banked on the foundation’s timely nod to the culture wars and the nation’s cultural policy crisis. In her article, Times arts and business writer Judith Dobrzynski observes that the organization sees itself as a direct response “to cuts in Federal arts spending,” specifically the nearly $10.5 million to 750 individual fellowships taken from the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) during the previous decade. In the first year, the foundation planned to give out $ 1 million in grants. Much like the members of the 92nd Assembly, Creative Capital is framed in bold rhetoric, proclaiming itself willing to renew a battle on behalf of artists specifically.
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